The High-Intensity Internet Magazine 


Create 
Image Maps 
on Your 


ae 3D Worlds 


Experience 
the Web As 


You Never 
o: Have Before 


ey! 
4 
Is AOL Reading ois 
Your Mail? imagine 
PLUS: 250 Sports Sites il | i 


a Browser Wars: | , 


The Fight Is On! o Nlig281!'03355 


Are you afraid of the Internet? 


It's understandable, the uncertainty 


But accessing the Internet has never been easier, Say hello 
to ATST WorldNet® Managed Internet Service. The product of an 
alliance with BBN Planet, the leading provider of Internet services. 

AT&T WorldNet Service helps you set up, manage and 
maintain dedicated access with confidence. Round-the-clock 
monitoring helps ensure you're always on-line 
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welcome to netPOWER! 
Learn how to use our CD-ROM. This month, find examples of digital 
stories and a browser to help you traverse through virtual worlds. 


letters 
What are you saying about us? Look here to find out. 


opinions 

David Sobel discusses America Online's involvement in the FBI's raid 
on AOL subscribers who were allegedly trafficking pornographic 
images online. 

Stevan Alburty, fresh from a visit to Europe, realizes that it’s a 
continent where the tactile is more cherished than the technical, and 
cyberspace is still more void than value. 

St. Jude stresses that only culture hackers are equipped to change a 
world that needs changing. 


news 

The latest and greatest on the companies, technologies, 

products, toys, deals, and alliances that will enhance and/or impede 
your online experience. 


reviews 
Sitings, hardware/software, and books. 


how to 

Web Design-o-Rama: Battle Browser Hell 
Animate Title Bars 

Create an Image Map 

Beginner's Page 

netFAQ 


The Blue Pages 


The Blue Pages delves into sports and fitness on the net. You'll 

be able to give your remote control a rest and still stay in touch with 
all the sports news, winning plays, and team gossip. And, if sports 
aren't your flavor of choice, check out the recipes, UFOs, and wacky 
homepages featured this month. 


Peripherali 
Toys and tools that all good boys and girls deserve. 


Off the Wire 
Bizarre Site o’ the Month 


alt.Net.humor 


features 


sz Etopia 


Homesteading 
on the Digital 


Frontiay 


Our online world is becoming just 
that — a world, complete with 
landscapes, buildings, and, most 
importantly, people. Like the first 
homesteads of the Old West, these 
electronic utopias are often crude, 
cracker box affairs. Stevan Alburty 
examines software that places - 

users in a spatial or architectural 58 Vital 
context, and enables 


Rosa ‘ - 
communication employing faces as Bar al ns 
well as words. 


The Net staff has feverishly compiled a list of 
nifty things for under $100 that every net 
traveler should have. 


The New 
Face of 
interspace: 


VRML + JAVA + $ = The Future 


1996 will mark the introduction of the first three-dimensional 
computer interfaces that promise to put an end to passive days 
spent “browsing” the Web. To celebrate the coming future, 
Kathy Tafel and Blue Grrrl speak with key developers, who 
describe how new net technologies like VRML and Java will 
change the world, virtual or otherwise. 


The cover image, a vision of the future of the Web, was created by Fred Lewis, 
‘owner of Moving Media in San Francisco, CA, Fred used Form Z, Electric image. 
and Photoshop on a Power Macintosh 9500 to create this image. Moving Media 
specializes in design and production of 20 and 30 computer animation for broadcast, 
corporate, training, litigation, medical/scientific, interactive CD-ROM, virtual world design, 
and more, Fred can be reached via e-mail at flewisasirius.com, 


Its a first. Unlimited Internet access for the 
flat rate of $19.95 per month from a major 
national access provider... no other charges, 


Call now for your free software and we'll give 
you 14 days to use Pipeline USA 
absolutely free. 


Leading publications have applauded Pipeline 
herb bcastmlae Ce 
You will, too. 


iPeLINe 


a PSINet Company 


1-800-453.- -7473 vepr. 47 


/www.usa.pipeline.com 


In conjunction with our 
feature article, ‘The 
Changing Face of 
interspace” on page 44, we've 

Tm included a VRML (three- 
Web Fx dimensional) browser. 

Paper Software's 
WebFX is a plugin for Netscape Navigator 2.0, 
Because it's a plugin, WebFX configures Navigator 
automatically to view .wrl (3D spaces) files: You 
won't have to set up another MIME type in your 
helper app preferences. 
This version of WebFX requires Windows 95. 

By the time you read this, there should be a ver- 
sion for Windows 3.1 available at Paper 
Software's home page 
(http/www.paperinc. 
com), This version will 
be a beta version, so 
use it with caution. 
Everything should work 
fine, but there may be 
some glitches. 


Installing WebFX: 


4. Open the Windows Explorer. Create a new directory 
‘on your hard drive (you can call it anything you wish). 
2. Navigate to netPOWER and open. 

3. Double-click on the WebFX folder. 

4. Copy the npwfx32a.exe file in the WebFX folder to 
the new directory you made. Then double-click on the 
npwfx32a.exe on your hard drive. This will expand the 
file, and you'll see a setup.exe program in the directo- 
ry you made, 

5. Run the setup program, You'll be happy to know 
that no changes will be made to your autoexec.bat, 
config.sys, or system.ini files, and no files will be 
copied to your Windows system directory. 

6. The setup program may ask you to identify the 
location of Netscape Navigator 2.0 if it cannot find 
the program during installation. One file 
(npwin432.4ll) will be placed in the plug-ins subdirec- 
tory of Netscape. 

7. Once installed, WebFX is completely transparent — 
that is, until you load a VRML file. 

8. To try this, start Netscape, select “Open File" from 
the File menu, look in the VRML directory Included 
with WebFX, and double-click on a .wel file 

9. After a short delay, you should see the WebFX win 
dow appear within the browser window, 

10. To pop up the WebFX main menu, right-click any- 
where within the 3D viewing window, 

14. If you have any problems, be sure to visit Paper 
Software's Web page at 

hetp:liwww.paperinc.com to get 

the latest version of WebFX. 


Local Web 


This month's local Web pages 
include more than 2,500 links from 
The Blue Pages, a version of the 

Digital Storytelling Festival from our Web site, and a mirror of FIVA 
(the Festival of Independent Audio/Visual Arts) Online. There are 

also images from the Library of Congress's Civil War collection. 


1. Open your Web 
browser. 

2. Choose “Open 
local” or “Open file” from the File 
menu. (Note: If you are a Pipeline NY 
customer, you will need to use a dif- 
ferent browser, as Pipeline’s browser 
does not allow you to open local files.) 
3. Choose “D:\START.HTM” (assuming D: is your CD drive). Be sure that the open 
dialog says “show htm files” if you're using a browser from an online service. 


To access the Web pages on the CD-ROM from Macintosh: 


1. Open your Web browser. 

2. Choose “Open local” or “Open file” from the file menu. 

3. Click on the “desktop” button, open “netPOWER,” and then open “START:HTM.” 
4. Alternatively, you can drag the START.HTM file on top of your browser's icon to 
open it. 


ADVERTISING 


Earthlink 
For Windows 3.4: 


1. From the program manager “File” menu, 
choose “Run.” 

2. Enter “d:\earthink 

\win3\setup.exe” and click “OK.” 

3. From the TotalAccess installation dialog box, 
select “Install.” 


Prodigy 

1. Insert netPOWER into 
your CD-ROM drive. 

2. Go to “File” in the 
‘Windows Program 
Manager. 

3. Choose “Run” from 
the Program Manager 


File menu, iT 

= 4. Follow the instructions to register your new 
pela ee Ear nisnk Neier 
\ pe ur CD-ROM TotalAccess account. 
ota) yor 5. If at any time you need additional help, 
RICIAHOKA Vendo 


your name, address, and " 
‘few other details, end FOF Windows 96: 
then you'll be ready to 1. Double-click on the “Setup” icon in the 
roll. “Earthink\Win95" directory. 
2. Follow the instructions to register your new 
EarthLink Network TotalAccess account. 
3. If at any time you need additional help, 
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letters 


letters to the editors 


Recipe Hell 


This is a neat magazine. Yes, 
I'm a newbie to the net, in fact 
to the whole computer scene 
thingy. | like visiting these Web 
sights you talk about. Some, 
er, most are very good. Please 
don't put anymore recipe sites 
in the mag (The Net 06, pages 
72775), as my wife became 
very interested in them. 

Next, she will want to 
leam how to use this thing and 
if that happens, I'll be left out 
in the cold, without a comput- 
@F Of MY OWN. svoseee.Gfittse. 

William Lingle 
Windwaker7@msn.com 


Don't look now, but there are 
a slew of recipe sites in The 
Blue Pages this month (see 
pages 81-88). 


The piece on “brownies online” 
referred to the red and white 
plaid of the Betty Crocker 
cookbook. As any cookbook 
junkie can tell you, Betty 
Crocker has a red cover, while 
Better Homes & Gardens has the 
red and white one. It's a minor 
point, but accuracy does 
count. 
Larry Cywin 
leskinner@aol.com 


Earthlink + More 


Hi, | just had a few things to 
say about Earthlink — not 
mentioned in the review (The 
Net os, page 36): 


* No IRC. 

* Lack of well-designed 
company Web pages. 

* No Unix shell access. 

* No directory space (100k for a 
Web page... not much). 

* Billing system unclear — what 
are those rates, anyway? The 
magazine ads say all kinds of 
free hours; Web page ads are 


06 the net 


completely different. Netcom 
offers the same service (sans 
tech support) and more, with 
better-designed Web links and 
less pretense and just 10 less 
hours per month without a 
start-up fee. 
| love your magazine. | 
give Earthlink an “A” for speed 
and support, a "C” for every- 
thing else. 
William Lower 
lower@inforamp.net 


Advertising on the Web 


Interesting article (The Net 06, 
Pages 44-40). Chris Oakes 
pointed directly to some of the 
sites | find interesting 
(Gramercy Press, http:// 
www.mci.com/gramercy/ 
intro.html and Ragu, 
http://www.eat.co. 
123456m/). 

However, having earned 
my living in traditional adver- 
tising for far longer than 
would be relevant to many of 
your readers, | question the 
validity of anyone at Chiat/Day 
discussing the issue of media 
as it relates to the net. 

Fred Sattler's pearl of wis- 
dom, "Sponsorship of online 
areas, rather than their under- 
writing, should be our credo,” 
speaks volumes about his 


understanding of this medium. 
If that is true, why did a sorry 
little company like Proctor & 


Gamble invent and own soap 
operas? If that is true, why is a 
sorry little company like 
Proctor & Gamble taking $50 
million to Holly-wood for 
interactive/ Internet content 
development? 

Oakes unraveled a rather 
complex issue. The issue at 
hand is what role the net plays 
in corporate communications. 
We should probably take the 
word “advertising” and dump 
it in that handy little icon on 
the bottom right of our 
screens. This medium is a 
hybrid of almost every func- 
tion a marketing department 
has to perform: research, pro- 
motion, and, yes, “advertis- 
ing.” All rolled into one. 

In spite of their “virtual” 
office and all the trappings of 
being hip, wise, kewl, etc., 
Chiat/Day is like most of the 
large agencies. They are scared 
shitless about a medium that 
doesn’t charge $10-$50 million 
dollars for placing a meager 
30-second message and that 
doesn’t hand over 15 percent of 
that expenditure for the agen- 
cy's noble efforts. 

Let's remember where 
“agencies” got their name. 
Advertising agencies are 
agents of the media. At least 
they used to be. Have a nice 
day. 

William Lower 
lower@inforamp. net 


HTML Author's Guild 


lynda Weinman's "how to” 
article, titled "Web Push 'n 
Pull-o-Rama” in the October 
issue (The Net os, pages 66- 
69) mentions a mailing list 
called "HTML author's guild” 
and includes an e-mail address 
to send the subscription to. 
When | sent mail to this 
address, | got a returned mes- 
sage saying that no such mail- 


ing list exists. Does this mailing 
list still exist? If so, what am | 
doing wrong, or what else 
might have gone wrong? 
Thanx. 
Scott Weiss 
weissos@matrix. newpaltz.edu 


Lynda Weinman responds: | 
checked with Mark Thomas, 
and he told me he'd just heard 
the HTML Author's Guild has 
disbanded. So that Stanford 
address may be gone. The 
HTML Writer's Guild, which | 
believe is a different organiza- 
tion, has a Web site at 
http:/www.synet.net/hwg/. 


Good Old ASCII 


| first of all have to tell you that 
| very much like the magazine. 
You've managed to pack a lot 
of primo neato stuff into it so 
that one can find interesting 
little tidbits on any given 
page. | particularly liked the 
article about getting on the net 
for under 500 bucks (The Net 
03, pages 46-53), because | 
myself am one of those from 
the old school of modeming. 1 
started out with a 300 baud 
Mighty Mo modem hooked into 
a Commodore 64 about eight 
years ago when all you could 
call were little underground 
hacker BBS’s — and now, eight 
years later, I'm on an old 
Amiga 500. Not a whiz-bang 
super MHZ PC clone, and here 
is my gripe with you guys: 
Where is the support for those 
of us who only have text-based 
shell accounts? You have list- 
ings for the hottest and coolest 
Web sites, but nothing for 
good TEXT-based sites! What 
about listing underground or 
neat Telnet sites? I'm talking 
TEXT — I'm talking good ole’ 
no friz ASCII, for those of us 
who don't need the pretty pic~ 
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The complete Internet solution. 


“Should | use an online service or have full access to the Internet?” With you have 
the freedom of both! Browse the participate in and shop online, 

d graphics and files, send €- explore the resources on CompuServe and more! You also 
get the best-selling book, The Whole Internet User's Guide, making this the one 
to buy. Jump on today and you'll be up to speed on the Internet in record time. al 


CompuServe 
SPRY/Internet Division 
316 OCCIDENTALAVENUESOUTH SEATTLE WA9BIO4 
FAX (206) 447-9008 
1-800-557-9614 ext. 53 
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tures... don’t have the expen- 
sive and will-be-outdated-in- 
a-year PC clones... don't LIKE 
waiting 10 minutes for a full- 
screen picture of some nerd to 
appear on a homepage. 

As a matter of fact, let me 
get it all out now, | don’t like 
Web pages at all. | think they 
make people lazy — everyone 
seems to have been bitten by 
the graphic bug. Web pages 
kind of remind me of those 
first books | used to have when 
| was learning how to read. 
You remember them. They had 
huge pictures with just one 
sentence in bold print per 
page — they were fine at first, 
but eventually you didn't need 
the huge pictures anymore and 
you evolved into books with no 
pictures — you used your 
imagination. But it seems that 
in the modem world, every- 
thing is going backwards, 
Everything started out as being 
just words, where you had to 
have some intelligence to be 
online — but then, everything 
got simpler and simpler, and 
then the pictures came, and 
they got bigger, and bigger, 
and now the Web is just one 
big children's book! 

Well... I'm going to stick 
to my ASCII shell account on 
my old Amiga 500, and hope 
fully you guys will remember 
to think about me and those 
like me who still prefer the real 
WORDS to all the fluff. | mean, 
come on, guys, even your 
magazine is more text than 
pictures, and that’s one thing | 
like about it. Remember that 
there's more out there than 
just pretty Web pages on the 
Internet! 

Blackout@igc. net 


CD-ROM Feedback 


Just to start off... | LOVE YOUR 
MAGAZINE!!!I! 

' started reading on your 
third issue, and got hooked 
since then. I'm gonna eventu- 
ally subscribe to it, as soon as | 
draw up enuff $$$. Well. | must 
say, that | think that you went 
a little overboard on your 
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netPOWER CD-ROM. | know you 
guys (and gals) were used to 
cramming all the stuff you 
wanted onto a little 1.44 meg 
disk, and now that you have 
over 600 megs, you have more 
space than you know what to 
do with! Don't get me wrong, | 
loved it. (And the CD-ROM art- 
work!) 
Jeff Higgins 
spooky@infinity-online.com 


I'm impressed with your new 
‘thingy, netPOWER. | mean... 
really impressed! 
| sent off my subscription 
request today. Keep up the 
good work! 
Bud Henley 
‘gskymac@comp-unltd.com 


You guys have a great CD and 
mag! | get it every month at a 
local store, but | was wonder- 
ing: What happened to the 
disk? | personally don't have a 
CD-ROM drive, so I had to put 
it on a friend's pewter, But all 
in all, you guys have a great 
setup!! 
WebMaster 
WebMaster@pwsbbs.com 


Review Criteria 


Does accuracy enter into how a 
site is graded? While the intent 
of the Cults site (reviewed in 
The Net 06, page 26) is fine, its 
listing shows prejudice toward 
religions such as Jehovah's 
Witnesses. | am one and do not 
feel we are a cult, Neither do 
the U.S. or Russian govern- 
ments. There is absolutely no 
way anyone can equate the 
Witnesses with the likes of the 
“Branch Davidians” or 
"Voodoo" or “Scientology.” By 
this site's definition of a cult, 
all religions should be listed. 

Is The Net review just for 


how pretty a Web site is, or is 
accuracy of content impor- 
tant? When it comes to knowl- 
edge, of what value is the site 
if it is not accurate? I have not 
examined other religions men- 
tioned to determine whether 
or not they are a cult. | feel the 
Cult site does a disservice to its 
viewers and a "B+" rating is far 
too high for such blatant 
errors. 

Shubert Kersey Jr 
skersey2@mail. public.lib.ga.us 


Crystal Waters, Reviews 
Editor, responds: The accura- 
cy of content is indeed impor- 
tant to us when we review a 
Web site. But we also 
attempt, in our reviews, to 
show a wide spectrum of 
what's available to visitors on 
the net. We examine sites for 
a variety of elements, includ- 
ing their artistic merit, utility 
to visitors, and the brain-food 
quotient. 

While our reviewers may 
not personally agree with the 
content of a site or the stand 
it takes on various issues, 
that does not preclude them 
from reviewing the site. 


Did We Pay for Th 


If you have no time to read the 
test of this one-sided com- 
mentary, allow me to sum it up 
by saying: "Keep the magazine 
(and CD) exactly the same way 
that they are,” 

like everything about 
your magazine exactly the way 
it |s. Here, in point form, are 
some specifics: 
1. Most importantly, you actu- 
ally have some information 
about Macintosh computers. 
PLEASE keep the level of Mac 
content where it is. | know | 
can't expect an unproportion- 
ally high level of Mac info 
(mainly because most of the 
world uses IBM compats), but | 
find the balance you have 
achieved to be perfect. 
2. Your typography and layout 
style are very visually appeal 
ing. Most of the other net 


mags are almost tax-form-like 
in their design. Don't change 
this, either. 
3. Your CD is excellent, too. It 
has lots of cool shareware 
goodies and, as | have a net 
account where | have to pay by 
the hour, saves me time and 
money because it saves me 
download time. 
4. You price is EXTREMELY rea~ 
sonable. There's plenty of com- 
puter mags out there that cost 
more and don't even include 
the CD. 
5. Your content is great. You 
constantly tell and show me 
things | had no idea even 
existed. An example is in your 
Nov. 95 issue. On page 76-77, 
you show how to organize my 
Netscape bookmarks. This was 
of great help to me, because | 
didn't even know | could do 
this. 
6. Your ad content seems to 
have the right balance, as well. 
Not too much and what you do 
have is pertinent and visually 
appealing. 
Wade Koehler 
wkoehler@mic.awinc.com 


URL Troubles 


I'm having a hard time getting 
to the font archive for Mac list- 
ed in this month's mag. Do | 
have the right address? Also, 
since issue no, o4, I've been 
trying very hard to get to 
Urban Desires Interactive Mag 
and the address seems not 
right. It reads http://desires. 
com/issues.html. 

Monkey. boy 


The address for Urban Desires 
Interactive Mag is correct. 
However, the address for the 
Mac Internet Font Archive has 
changed. It's now 
http://jasper.ora.com/ 
comp.fonts/Internet-Font- 
Archive/index.html. 


If you want to send us a letter 
using e-mail, our address is: 
talktous@thenet-usa.com. 
Our postal address is 1350 Old 
Bayshore Highway, Suite 210, 
Burlingame, CA 94010. 


Not So 
Innocent Operation 


nthe morning of Sept. 13, 1995, 
agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation fanned out across 
the country and raided the 
homes of more than 125 America 
Online subscribers. Roused from 
their sleep, the unlucky AOL users were 
presented with search warrants, then had 
to watch as the G-men hauled away their 
computers, storage media, and any other 
suspicious-looking items. 

Thus began “Operation Innocent 
Images,” an FBI investigation into alleged 
trafficking of child pornography via 
America Online. Perhaps not coincidental- 
ly, the raids occurred as a House-Senate 
conference committee in Washington pre- 
pared to consider the so-called Exon 
Amendment and similar legislative propos~ 
als to outlaw “indecency” on the Internet. 
The raids demonstrate that the govern- 
ment-stoked hysteria over “porno on the 
net” continues. 

An interesting, although probably 
unintended, sidelight to "Innocent 
Images” is that the investigation proves 
that opponents of the Exon Amendment 
have been right all 


along — existing feder- Cooperation with the 
law is fine, but it 
should have have 
some limits. It’s time jon that are troubling. 
to examine the res- 
ponsibilities of online 
But the September service providers. 


al law gives law 
enforcement agencies 
all the authority they 
need to crack down on 
alleged on-line 
pornography. There's 
no need for new laws. 
Period. 


raids also hoist some 

red flags about the developing relationship 
between online service providers and law 
enforcement. 

In their desperate effort to remain free 
of government regulations, the service 
providers obviously are willing to bend 
over backwards to cooperate with the 
authorities. America Online President Steve 
Case made this clear in a “community 
update” sent to subscribers the day of the 
raid: 


David Sobel (sobel@epic.org) is a legal counsel to the 


Electronic Privacy Information Center, based in Washington, D.C. 


“Our policy is clear: all private com- 
munications — including electronic mail, 
instant messages and private chat rooms — 
are strictly private and we do not and will 
not monitor any private communications. 
But if we are alerted to a potential offense 
by a member we will act 
swiftly to... comply with 
federal and state laws. 


column 


remove them? Would you like to be held 
accountable for the content of every e-mall 
message you receive when you lack the 
ability to delete it? 
The second worrisome aspect of the 
“Innocent Images" investigation is that 
federal agents 


How appropriate is it  eportedly main- 


tained accounts on 


When material is for~ 
warded to us which we 
believe is illegal, we 
notify law enforcement 
and upon receipt of a 
court order or subpoena, 
we cooperate fully.... To 


for a service provider 
to invite undercover 
police agents into its 
system and allow 
them to misrepre- 


AOL and masquerad- 
ed as underage teens 
or as adults interest 
ed in trading porno- 
graphic images. 
Under these guises, 
they allegedly min- 


those using AOL forilley sent themselves? 


gal purposes, let the 
message be heard: we will terminate the 
accounts of those participating and we will 
notify the proper authorities of any illegal 
activity that is brought to our attention.” 
On first reading, this policy 
sounds reasonable: AOL will not shelter 
users who are engaged in illegal activity. 
But the devil may be in the details. 
Although the specifics of the investigation 
are sketchy, and may 
not be fully known 
until some cases come 
to trial, there are at 
least two apparent 
aspects of the opera- 


Sometime before the 
raids, AOL changed the 
functionality of its e~ 
mail feature so that a 
user could not delete a 
message after it was read. Old messages 
remain in the user's mailbox for a period of 
time until the system itself deletes them. 
The FBI apparently had access to the mail- 
boxes of targeted subscribers and located 
allegedly incriminating material 

Was the delete function removed at 
the behest of the FBI? Were there cases in 
which subscribers received unsolicited 
pornographic images, which remained in 
their mailboxes despite their efforts to 


gled in public chat 
areas and developed 
relationships with unsuspecting sub- 
scribers. 

“entrapment” is a complicated legal 
issue and it will possibly be raised as a 
defense in some of the prosecutions that 
grow out of the investigation, But the more 
intriguing question is whether or not it's 
appropriate for a service provider to invite 
undercover police agents into its system 
and knowingly allow them to misrepresent 
themselves. Cooperation with law enforce~ 
ment is fine, but it ought to have some lim~ 
its. Would it be appropriate for an FBI 
agent to cruise AOL as “Horny Teen,” 
asking if anyone “wants some 
Gifs"? Where should the line 
be drawn? As the law 
enforcement commu- 
nity continues to 
discover the net, 
more and more of 
these issues will 
arise. The "Innocent 
Images" investiga- 
tion suggests that 
the time has come for 
a serious examination 
of the responsibilities 
of online service 
providers — to the govern- 
ment and their 
subscribers. i 


opinion 


Continental 


happened to be in Europe when the 

verdict was announced in the... well, 

let's just call it that trial... and the 

Europeans were frankly mystified as 

to why we were all so obsessed with it 

and why it took a year to conclude. 
(The continent has always liked its justice 
to be swift. For centuries, a guilty verdict 
was often followed by a rousing public 
beheading. This tended to help juries get 
in the habit of hurrying to arrive at the 
good part.) 

The Europeans seem to be equally 
bemused by our passion for online ser- 
vices, the Internet, and the World Wide 
Web. They are suspicious of hype, and an 
incessant jet stream of news and enthusi- 
asm has drifted eastward across the Pond 
to the point where many Europeans are, 
frankly, just a little sick to death of hearing 
us blither on about it. This irritability is 
understandable — the entire continent is 
still a bit post-traumatically shell-shocked 
by any upheaval containing the letter "W" 
— first WWI, then WWII, now the WWW. It's 
bound to make anybody a bit touchy, 

Online services are virtually non-exis~ 
tent in Europe. CompuServe has had a 
presence here for years, but participation 
is spotty, with only about 200,000 mem- 
bers. America Online recently teamed up 

with the German publishing 
behemoth, Bertelsmann, 
to create and test a 
new online service 
with one of the 
scariest prod- 
uct names I've 
ever heard: 
One World. A 
consortium of 
continental 
investors has 
teamed with 
ATET to offer 
the Lux- 
embourg-based 
Europe Online. 
And Bill Gates, a 
man who never met a 


Stevan Alburty 


consultant and former MIS director of Chiat/Day Advertising. 


column 


Divide 


market he didn't like, intends to launch his 
Microsoft Network in Europe as soon as he's 
finished digesting America. 

It remains to be seen if any of these 
ventures will succeed in overcoming the 
enormous infrastructure and marketing 
obstacles that confront any entrant in the 
European online business. 

‘As anyone who has attempted to use a 
modem in Europe has discovered, the tele- 
phone system infrastruc- 
ture is maddeningly 
ancient and diverse, 
Although almost 70 per- 


switches are digitized, 
the wiring from the curb 
to the baseboard was 
installed back when 
Bardot still wore a bikini 
in public. 

This is a continent 
that loves variety: 
Belgium brews more 
than 500 different beers. 


ly the number of differ- 
ent types of phone jacks 
a modem user seems to encounter during a 
trip to Europe. (Germany alone has three.) | 
asked a laptop-user on a train from Vienna 
to Ziirich if his office used e-mail and if he 

ever dialed in while on the road. He looked 

at me as if | was mad King Ludwig. 

Local calls are not free, so “surfing the 
net" is more gamble than gambol. The 
dial-in user is naggingly aware that the 
phone company meter is constantly tick~ 
ing. Browsing takes on a slightly frenetic 
sense of urgency, even over ISDN lines, and 
in the afternoons, when American Web 
users wake up, rush hour on the transat- 
lantic information superhighway causes 
transmissions to become glacially slow. 

Each country in Europe has its own 
Monopolistic phone company, much as the 
U.S. once had Ma Bell. Most are owned by 
the government itself, so competition is 
currently non-existent. The European 
Commission has mandated the liberaliza~ 


Europe is a land 
where the tactile 
cent of European phone iS more cher- 
ished than the 
technical, where 
the wiring from 
the curb to the 
baseboard was 
installed when 
And 500 is approximate. Bardot still wore 
a bikini in public. 


tion of the telecommunications market- 
place by Jan. 1, 1998, but industry 
observers are skeptical about how quickly 
and efficiently even an open market 

may move. 

Substitutes for a phone-based data 
network may come from a variety of sur- 
prising sources. Europe has a far-reaching, 
amazingly efficient train system. Those 
same railroads have an advanced fiber- 
optic network connecting sta~ 
tions throughout the conti- 
nent. Only one percent of its 
high-speed bandwidth is cur- 
rently being used. Addition- 
ally, the penetration of cable 
television, at least in the 
northern countries, is virtually 
ubiquitous. An alliance 
between the railroads and the 
cable companies may ulti- 
mately provide European 
homes with a plentiful digital 
pipeline. 

Yet even if Europe 
eventually resolves its infras~ 
tructure issues, there are cul- 
tural impediments that may 
prove just as formidable. Americans are 
not as sociable as we'd all like to think we 
are. (We love humanity, it’s all those peo- 
ple we can’t stand.) Many of us spend 
hours alone in our cars commuting, and so 
the concept of sitting alone at home in 
front of a computer screen does not strike 
some of us as all that perverse. We are 
drawn to, almost mesmerized by, the 
anonymity of the net. Europe grinds to a 
halt at twilight. Shops close and dinner 
tables groan from the convergence of food, 
friends, and family. The solitude of online 
computing, a connection between people 
that is more technical than tactile, is 
anathema to the European sensibility. 
Europeans’ perception of cyberspace is 
more void than value. The net may be 
international, but it appears as if most of 
the spiders that weave its Web and most of 
the willing flies it ensnares are, for now, 
very much domestic. m 


(alburty@panix.com) is a technology 


opinion 


Hacking 


The Big System: 


ast month's screed on reverse 
social engineering was a little 
strange and hard to understand, 
yes. But | didn't do it. | was on 
vacation. While | was gone, that 
column got gnashed out by one of 
my sub-personalities, Huntress 
Tomsdaughtr. My central nervous system 
must have started up that particular back- 
ground process when | wasn't watching. 
Enough with the Unix jokes. Back to the 
really big game — hacking the solar system 
— that's a non-Unix joke, there. | mean — 
hacking the primate societal system. Here’s 
a letter | got after "BIG SYSTEM: PART | 


Date: Thu, Oct 19, 1995 7:35 PM 
EDT 

From: VINCENT810 

Subj: I want to be a Hacker!!!! 
To: StJude 


Hi Jude. My name is Vincent 
Passaro and just read your article 
about hacking titled Hacking The 
big system: Culture Hacking. I was 
wondering if you could recommend 
some sites on the www for Hacking. 
I was also wondering if you could 
also send some info on your books. 
Like what they’re about and where I 
can buy them? What form of hacking 
are you into? hacking into compa- 
nies’ computer systems? Are there 
any manuals to hacking that you 
know of? Thanxs. 


Bye. 
Vince: 


——————————————— 


Vince, | really like your letter. With your 
permission, I'll use it In my column, along 
with my answers. If that’s 0.K.? | don't 
want to embarrass you, and I'll disguise 
your handle/name if you want me to, but 
I'd like to include you as a real live person. 
And if | use your actual e-mail address, 
when the column appears in The Net, you 
might get e-mail from other people, with 
other ideas. Just forward the nasty ones to 
me. Here's what I've got so far: 


St. Jude (stjude@well.com) has written (with R.U.Sirius) a self-help manual 
called HOW TO MUTATE AND TAKE OVER THE WORLD, which will start popping into 
existence all over the planet in February. 


Dear Vince: 


Now, calm down. I'm not going to have it 
on my conscience that you took up hacking 
just because you read my column. For that 
sort of thing, you need to read my books, 
hang out on the #hack IRC, and practice 
practice practice. 


>>>>>your books. Like what're they 
about and where I can 
buy them? 


©.K., you've forced me to 
it: | have to plug my new 
book, CYBERPUNK HAND- 
BOOK/THE REAL CYBERPUNK 
FAKEBOOK, $9.95, from 
Random House, at all 
bookstores. It explains 
(with drop-dead wit, yet 
deadly acuity) some of the 
hacker stuff I've been talking about. 


>>>>>What form of hacking are you 
into?<<<< 


| like to think I'm a culture hacker. That is, 
if "hacking is the ingenious circumvention 
of imposed limits” (St. Jude). I'm trying to 
find the limits that this culture imposes on 
our thoughts and acts — most especially on 
MINE — and find ways around them. Or 
ways to build weird glitches into the sys- 
tem, so | can live in here more comfortably. 
(Grrrlz just want to have fun? Actually, pri- 
mates just want to be comfortable. This is 
the true secret of life in our species. Of 
course, some primates canNOT feel com- 
fortable until they are the CEO of some 
large conglomerate. Or the frontperson for 
a polka-thrash band. That's life as we 
know it.) 


>>>>>hacking into companies’ computer 
systems?<<<<<< 


Wait a little minute here. | was not advo- 
cating hacking into other people's comput- 
ers, a.k.a, intrusion, oh no. That sort of 


We need to 
change the 
world, and no 
one is equipped 
to do that. 
Except for us 
culture hackers. 


cotumn | 


Part Il 


thing is illegal. | was merely talking up 
HACKER MIND, the hackerly attitude, in 
order to: 


1. educate yrself, since no one else is likely 
to; and 

2. change the world to be a more comfy fit 
for yourself . 


| found out about the first option with 
Kevin Crow, who started 
hacking when he was in his 
early teens. He said hacking 
made him a lightning-fast 
learner. School kept that side 
of him down, school being in 
most cases a cruel joke. He 
learned how to learn while he 
taught himself Unix. Crow 
says he can soak up any- 
thing now, instantly, 
because he's got the focus 
and the discipline. AND HE OWES IT ALL TO 
HACKING. And about the second thing there 
— changing the world so we can be more 
COMFY in here? 

Have you noticed that newspapers 
and magazines (not THIS one, but those 
others) are selling themselves by shouting 
that we're all DOOMED? That our society's 
rotten, right, but it's also on that 
famous slippery slope, and things 
will only get rottener? | sus 
pect that nobody is com- 
fortable nowadays, 
even CEOs and 
punker musicians. 
We need to 
change the 
world, all of us, 
and no one is 
equipped to 
do that. 
Except for 
us culture 
hackers . 


Next: 
Stopping 
Dystopia. 


Re | cons 


news latest from the net 
Intellectual Property 


Rights in Cyberspace 


According to the report, copyright laws still 


aybe the problem with government isn't bureaucracy, but a pro- 
liferation of acronyms so complex that nobody knows what any 


thing means. For example, President Clinton's support for the 
information superhighway is made clear in his vision of a 
National Information Infrastructure (NII), which is con: 
sidered a subset of the Global Information 
Infrastructure (Gll). To help enact this vision, the 
Information Infrastructure Task Force (|ITF) has 


been established. 


One committee of the IITF is the Working 
Group on Intellectual Property Rights (WGIPR), 
chaired by the assistant secretary of commerce, 
Bruce Lehman. If you've gotten through all this, 
congratulations. The Working Group recently 
released a white paper, known as the Lehman ‘ 
Report, which finally gives some legal guidance when it 
comes to Intellectual property rights in cyberspace. 


Web Site Tracking NETCOUNt. 


‘8 major corporations pour 

money into vast and graph- 
ically intense sites on the World 
Wide Web, the same question 
continues to nag executiv 
“Is our site a success?” Luckily, 
plenty of companies are aiming 
to help these execs assess the 
impact of their sites. 

Nielsen, the brand name in 
television viewer tracking, 
whose numbers cause advertis- 
ers to spend billions of dollars 
and determine the fate of count- 


less TV shows, has joined with 
Yankelovich Partners and ASI 
Market Research to form 
ANYwhere Online. It will focus 
on rating Web site usage, 
appeal, and impact. The consor- 
tium, first announced in May 
1995, intends “to be, quite lit- 
erally, anywhere online,” accord- 
ing to Bill Moult, president 
of ASI. 

Another entrant in the Web 
site tracking industry, this time 
hailing from the magazine indus- 


WebTrack Is aiding the Audit Bureau of Circulations in tracking Web site usage. 


apply online (no big surprise), which means 
that any reproduction of copyrighted 
material is an infringement. 
Every time you browse 
Web pages, you are 
making reproductions 
of those pages on 


your 


computer. 
Fortunately, the Lehman Report announces 
the working group's intention to examine the 
fair use clause of copyright law to make sure it 
will work in the public's favor. The full text of the 
Lehman Report is available at 


Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce Bruce Lehman 
Is chair of an intellectual 
property rights committee, 


— WKC 


try, Is Audit 


Bureau of 


DigiPlanet, with Its NetCount product, Is the latest entrant In 


Circulations the hot new field of Web site tracking, 


(ABC), an organization claiming 
to be the largest circulation 
auditor in the world (The Net 
07, page 17). ABC, in alliance 
with WebTrack, last fall began 
beta testing systems to audit 
four major Web sites — 
CondeNet, The Atlantic 
Monthly, TimesFax on the 
internet, and The Wall Street 
Journal's Adfinder site. 

Meanwhile, Arbitron, a 
company with notable rating 
credentials in other media, is 
setting up a Web site rating 
service using Interse 
Corporation's site-tracking 
software. 


The most interesting 
entrant among the fledgling 
site raters is DigiPlanet. It's 
relying on its NetCount product, 
which takes data from a 
client's site and formats it into 
a report to provide marketing 
information. Because DigiPlanet 
is in business to design Web 
sites, some might see a con- 
flict of interest with NetCount. 
Of course, the ultimate irony to 
all this is that any company 
maintaining a Web server has 
all the data it needs — ayall- 
able from its own server — to 
set up marketing reports. 

— wke 
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ALICE | IN CHAINS 


news 


WENS: 


MeSidlds: 
Onime 
Banking 


n May 1995, Wells Fargo 

became one of the first 
banks to offer customers the 
ability to check account ba 
ances over the Internet (its 
Web site is at http:/iwww. 
wellsfargo.com). 


The service was touted 
as a first step toward Wells 
Fargo offering full banking 
transactions over the net. 
Wells Fargo's extensive secu- 
rity protocols, which relied on 
Netscape’s Web server 
encryption scheme, were also 
widely advertised by the bank 
to help allay customer con- 
cems. 

But when Netscape dis- 
covered security problems in 
its encryption scheme, Wells 
Fargo was forced to put its 
online banking service on hia- 
tus In the wake of the publict 
ty. The release of a new, 
Secure version of Navigator 
seems to have satisfied Wells 
Fargo’s fears about whether 
the system is now secure 
enough to send account infor- 
mation over the Internet. 

It should be noted that 
there are no guarantees of 
‘security for the free, down- 
loadable version of Navigator, 
(visit http:/www.netscape. 
com/comprod/mirrorfindex. 
html for a version). tt em- 
Ploys a weaker encryption 
key than the domestic com- 
mercial version. 


‘ 


we 


Digital Money 
Goes Into Real Beta Test 


igiCash (httpiliwww. 
digicash.com) put its dig- 
ital money system Ecash into 
actual beta on Oct. 23, 1995 
Min partnership with Mark Twain 
Bankshares of St. Louis, MO 
(http:liwww. 
marktwain.com). Though it's 
Still only in beta test, Ecash is 


{ the first digital money to reach DigiCash has begun testing its digital money system, Ecash, using real money to 
back 


the Internet that has real 


( rencies. 


numbers 


it up, in collaboration with Mark Twain Bankshares. 


to the DigiCash Webserver 


that are money 


money backing it. Digiash has incorporated secure encryption and verification technologies into Ecash, 
but public trust will be paramount to its success. Because of the global nature of the Internet, Ecash has 
| to have sponsors like Mark Twain Bankshares that are able to handle small deposits in many foreign cur- 


To try the Ecash beta test, you must open a WorldCurrency Access account with Mark Twain. 
This account lets you invest in different currencies. You make money on trades between curren- 

cies with fluctuating values. The Ecash account is an adjunct service to the WorldCurrency Access 
account, allowing you to pay actual funds to merchants that accept Ecash. While a cashless beta 


i version of Ecash had few participating merchants, this new beta may actually garner more mer- 


‘ chant support. 


— WKC 


‘ Funding Schools’ 
‘Access to the Internet 


f uring early campaigning in California last 
f D September, President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore unveiled an initiative to get public 
\ schools hooked up to the Internet (The Net 07, 
| page 14). The ultimate goal of their plan is to 
] ensure that every public schoo in the nation is 
online by the year 2000. 

The beginning phase of the plan calls for 20 
percent of California's schools to be wired by the 
end of the 1996 school year. A consortium of 
Silicon Valley companies, operating under the 


name Smart Valley (http:/www.svi.org!), has con- 
tributed $15 million to support this effort, 
Corporate members of Smart Valley include AT&T, 
Intel, Netscape, Netmanage, Pacific Bell, TCI, and 
Wells Fargo. 

America Online has stepped in to offer unlim- 
ited free access to its service, which includes full 
Internet capability. While AOL has @ “Parental 
Controls” feature that will let educators restrict 
‘student access to sexual material and online con- 
versation with strangers, exposure to advertising 
and shopping still 


Fe 


~ 


creating an electronic community in the san francisco bay area 


abounds. 
California educators 
interested in getting 
their schools hooked up 
to AOL can write to 
8619 Westwood Center 
Drive, Vienna, VA, 
22182, ATTN: California 
Public Schoo! Program. 
—WwKe 
‘Smart Valley supports the 


wiring of schools in 
California, 
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vows | Se | 
Bad Prospects |NPR, Students, 


for Travel Agents ‘and Scientists 


Ith the launch of the Travelocity Web aite Ia March 2996, more ational Public Radio (NPR), a forerunner in providing quality broad- 
Consumers will be able to make thelr own travel plans over the N cast programming for kids and adults of all ages, has taken its 
Internet. The Travelocity site, which didn't have an URL available at { “Science Friday Kids Connection with Ira Flatow” online. On Oct. 19, 
press time, Is a collaboration between Sabre Interactive (a subsidiary Luther Burbank Middle School in San Francisco met up with Ira to talk 
of the Sabre Group, a travel reservation system used widely by travel 4 Science with seven other schools and the World Wide Web. The chosen 
schools are part of the NPR family, and are mostly located in rural 
a ee ce eens aes, Boe areas with limited technology a NPR wants tb ead the Internet to 
resorts, plus let visitors make online reservations. 
Sabre Interactive has been focused for some time 
on finding ways for consumers to access and use 
the Sabre system. Until now, the system has 
been available only through America Online, 
CompuServe, and Prodigy. Worldview seems 
like a good match for this collaboration, 
because its mission is to give consumers cur- 
rent information about worldwide travel destina- 
tions. The collaboration should produce an incredible 
repository of travel information in one Web-accessible 
database. 


Kids were able to ask questions and 
fill their brains with sound, video, and online sci- 
ence experiments. Though there was no “live 
chat,” the Web site (http://www. 
npr.orgisfkids!) hosted a bulletin board for 
posting ideas and discussion. “The kids were 
thrilled,” said NPR spokesperson Sallie Bodie, 
“and they even got to plan out some future top- 
ics for discussion.” 

The Web site is updated weekly with 
the radio show, and NPR's RealAudio server is avall- 


casts. Any school or student with access to the Web can ben- 
efit from this project. Bodie says the program should wrap up around 


soon. 
— BG 


One Internet. Thousands of Web Sites. 
Millions of Visitors. Billions of bytes of Information 
..and precious little time. 


and 


your Web Publishi 
witi Anchor 


AnchorPage saves time by automatically indexing, abstracting and hyperlinking 
the key concepts and phrases in your HTML documents. 


AnchorPage improves your site by introducing truly “webbed” information and 
Content-Driven Navigation to your visitors. 

. Content-Driven Navigation combines the organization of an index with the interconnected 
convenience of hypertext. As AnchorPage automatically indexes and hyperlinks your HTML 
documents, it creates four navigational views. All four navigational views represent entry 
a points to your documents’ content, yet they are all intertwined through hypertext to offer visi- 
tors “webbed” information. Let AnchorPage save you time as it improves your web site. 

ICONOVEX® Call (800) 943-0292 or Visit http://www.iconovex.com 


AEBS | news 


Virtual 
AtitarcuCa, 
ec ee 


ob Knickman, assistant 
music supervisor for the 
soundtrack to a new movie, 


bdo te! Mier beleiion EE, ©—_Empire Records, spent years as 
Shatimay'add some Interest an A&R man, going from club to 
ee ali seta contort to the } club across the country in an 
Wish The fret expedition attempt to discover new talent. 
launched last November, was PF sware of the rowing popularity of 
Virtual Antarctica (http:// 


J _ the Internet, he thought he would 
try a different tactic, 

Rather than going out on the 
road, he stayed at home and post- 
ed requests for demo tapes on 
every online musicrelated site 
he could find, The result was 
a deluge of 100-200 tapes 
a week from all over the 
world, Sorting through 
the flood of tapes, 
Knickman chose only 
one, he says, a New 
York-based band named 
Please, on the strength of 
its single, “Here It Comes 


www.terraquest.com/), Live 
links to video, weather, and j 
real-time chat with 

experts 
and 


crew 


of the expedition were broad- 
cast over the Intemet from £ 
Dec. 10-25, allowing net 
surfers to learn facts about } 
whales and penguins, get f 
hourly weather updates, and | 
see digital photos directly : 
from the ship. But this was { 
Just the start. This spring, : 
TerraQuest is planning Virtual 
Galapagos. It's considering : 
Mt. Kilimanjaro, the Aegean 
‘Sea, and Nepal's Everest as 
future starting points for 
online expeditions. According 
to a spokesperson, 
TerraQuest’s site is specifi- 
cally designed for primary and 


ic content. 


Friedman. 


the Internet 
f 


Again.” Whether this was a pub- 
licity stunt on the part of A&M 
records or the producer of the 
soundtrack, or an honest 
attempt to exploit a new commu- 
nication medium is immaterial. 

With this kind of ground 
broken, it's likely that hungry 
A&R people will be scanning the 
Web, looking for indie band sites 
so they can save themselves 
from many hours of road time. 

In a related story, the band 
Psykosonik (http://www. 
bitstream.net/psykoso: 
html) claims to have recorded 
its second album, Unlearn, in 
cyberspace. While members 
didn’t go so far as to set up a 
virtual recording studio, Daniel 
Lenz and Paul Sebastien of 
Psykosonik e-mailed musical 
pieces they were working on 
back and forth between 


Visit the eWorld Web site at http://www.eworld.com for more info. 


index. 


Music Biz Finds Internet 
Reduces Legwork 


Minneapolis and Los Angeles. 
Though the band considers itself 
San Francisco-based, the extra- 
geographical nature of the 
Internet is allowing members to 
live just about wherever they 
want. 


— WKC 


Psykosonik says It recorded its se 
ond album in cyberspace, 


} eWorld and the Internet 


: ith the launch of Windows 95 and the much-anticipated Microsoft Network online service last August, 
Precedence was set for smoother transitions between online services and the Internet. eWorld seems 
to have taken this challenge seriously, and has been busy redeveloping the organization of its eWorld-specif- 


But eWorld isn’t content to merely reflect MSN's service architecture; it has plans to move all eWorld 
Content out of proprietary software and onto the Internet. "Instead of orbiting the Internet, we will be a part 
Of the Internet,” explains Peter Friedman, vice president of Apple Internet Services. Ultimately, eWorld will be 
Predominantly free (supported by advertisers) and will offer cross-platform access via the Web. "We believe 
Open standards far exceed and overshadow that which is possible with proprietary software," continues 


‘ Apple plans to focus more on software development and content than on network support — anticipat: 
) ing a not-sodistant future in which PacBell, AT&T, and MCI will be the major companies connecting people to 


Secondary level education, ‘ 
making it a perfect compan- } 
lon for science, geography, { 
and ecology instructors. If 

you don’t have Web access 4 
yet, but want more info, call . 
TerraQuest at 510 527 8100, 

or send e-mail to , 


info@terraquest.com, é 
— BG 
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‘Apple Is trying to take the “choppy waters” out of Internet surfing for members of its eWorld online service. 


vows | 


TV Helps Online 
Services Gain pt 


merica Online's membership has been increasing more rapid: 
A: than CompuServe's, though, as of September | 
1995, total membership in each service was about 
even, at just over 3.5 million, respectively. 

Not content with their massive growth spurts, 
however, both AOL and CompuServe increased their 
advertising expenditures substantially and launched 
nationwide television ad campaigns at the beginning of 
last fall's TV season 

The advent of the World Wide Web and the resulting 
buzz about the Internet seem to have fueled most of the commercials “focus on [CompuServe's] overwhelm- 
services’ growth. While CompuServe previously ran = ing competitive advantages, such as content, ser: 
national television ads, it quadrupled the budget for this Vice, reliability, [and] international reach.” 
season. 


WELCOME TO 


)) COMPU SERVE 


he World reest Provider of Internet 


ind Ontine Services 


Cullivan, CompuServe’s director of advertising, the 


The AOL campaign marks the first time the 

The focus of CompuServe's campaign will probably not change its company has forayed into the television world. Its ads were developed 
image as the business person's online service because, according to Tom —_ by TBWA Chiat/Day, a notable high-tech advertising firm, and directed 
by Ben Stiller, creator of “The Ben Stiller Show" and director of the film 
Reality Bites. 

AOL's campaign is intended to give the service stronger name 
recognition among mainstream America, and “will aid in market expan- 
sion and in our goal to make online services a mass, consumer medi- 
um,” according to Ted Leonsis, president of AOL. 


— WKC 


the President of the 
United Gates of Aim ened 


Featurin 


Lowi 


Oue Nation V nae(CQod. 


COLUMBIA. © Bo) 


ten 9:8. Main Rm, / es one abs 


Available at 
musicland' + Sam Goody 
Over 400 locations nationwide f aD 


SBS ows 


ai, 4) (Netscape Power 
Onine i am 
ZL. Pack for Windows 


ithin four months of the 

launch of the Miller . 
Brewing Company's online 
recruitment program on 
CareerMosalc — a Web site 
specifically for online recruit- . 
ment — it had received ; 
resumes from more than 300 
potential employees from 
across the globe. Commenting + 
on the success of the program, ‘ 
Jeff Garton, corporate staffing 
manager at Miller, noted that | 
“we recently placed an ad for a 
position and within 48 hours, . 
had identified three qualified 
candidates for the job.” 

Online classifieds offer 
efficient, cost-effective models 
for advertising, and Miller 
‘seems to be doing well, Is this 
@ trend? It sure would be nice 
if all the Sunday classified 
were hypertexted — searching 
for work would be less stress 


on the eyes and we wouldn't 


have to deal with black ink 

stains on our fingertips. If 

you've already got a job, the f 
Web site (httpiwww.career- 
mosaic. com/cm/miller/) also 
has info about Miller products 
and history, and sports/enter- 
tainment. i 


musa 


bane 
PORTS pT 


Miller Brewing Company has 

launched an online employment 
‘opportunities program on its Web 

site that has proved to be extremely 
Popular. Perhaps other employers 


‘should follow sult, 
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N etscape Navigator 2.0 
promised us the world: Java, 
IVRML, Adobe PDF, and Apple 
QuickTime support, but it looks 
like we're going to have to shell 
out some bucks to get it. 
Netscape Navigator is still free, 
but if Windows users want to see 
Adobe Files and don’t have the 
reader, or organize their book- 
marks with the much-hyped 


EXPLORING 
HE NET 


at $54.95. It's for users who "want the most out of 
their Internet experience,” says Netscape. 

Don't fret, though, most of the features in the 
Power Pack are available free from the developers. 
The Acrobat reader is free at http://www. 
adobe.com, Real Audio is free at http://www. 
realaudio.com, and Java and VRML browsers are 
free at http:/www.dimensionx.xcom, http:// 


* www.paperinc.com, http://www.intervista.com, 


WELCOME 


COMPANY f 
PRODUCTS S10} 


TO NETSCAPE 


NETSCAPE NEWS & 


Rivtnence ASSISTANCE 


CommUNtTY 
= 


Netscape Navigator 2.0 Power Pack does pack a punch — Java, VRML, Adobe PDF, 
and Apple QuickTime support — but at a price to consumers, 


“SmartMarks,” there’s gonna be a price tag, starting 


and http:l/java.sun.com. 

But the Netscape Chat (which allows users to 
converse real time on the Web) is a gem that won't 
be so easy to come by without the Power Pack, at 
least at first. To see what else is going on with 
Netscape, maker of the most popular Internet brows: 
er on the planet, visit its site at 
hettp://home.netscape.com. 

— BG 


Comparison of | 
Access Costs 


$300.00 


$250.00 


$200.00 


$150.00 


total cost per month 


hours per month 


CIS Standard 
we CIS Super Value 
“*— AOL 


——> Prodigy Basic ° 
> Prodigy Value Pian 
Prodigy 30/30 


Netcom 
—e— Sirius 


—— PSINet Interamp 


ere’s an online service with a mission. Planet Out (serving an interna- 
H tional community of lesbians and gay men) has splashed into the info 
world with a great assault. It's everywhere. Most prominently, Planet Out 
has waterfront property on Microsoft Network (MSN) and America Online, 
and supports most European languages, as well as Chinese and Japanese 
— truly international. 
Developed closely with Clement Mok Designs in San Francisco (the 
folks responsible for much of the MSN interface), Planet Out offers news, 
entertainment, chat, and support 
eo Ce) forums. It's full of original stuff, 
The Other Side (an opinion area for 
“provocative thinkers and 
‘Anew online service with a mission, Planet activists"). 


including an interview with Wilson 
Cruz (of “My So-Called Life”), and 
Out Is now available on Microsoft Network. 


Most impressive is the unity of 
the “Civic Center,” a sort of roundtable of organizations supporting and 
contributing to the service, including Digital Queers; GLAAD (Gays and 
Lesbians Alliance Against Defamation); the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force; OutProud; the National Coalition for Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual 
Youth; and a slew of other organizations. The service is free to MSN and 
AOL members. Reach MSN at 800 386 5550 or AOL at 800 827 6364, or 
visit Planet Out's Web site at http://www.planetout.com. 


— 8G 


ey > 


First Homeless 
Papel vo Get 
on the Wek 


treetwise, Streetsheet, and Real Change. These are local 

monthly papers produced and distributed in major cities 
across the country by homeless people. Real Change, Seattle's 
publication, took a huge leap in October and went online, with 
hypertext versions of all the feature articles, poems, and street art 
that’s found in the print version. “We hope that people in other 
cities will look at Real Change and get excited about creating a 
homeless paper in their own community,” said Timothy Harris, Real 
Change's founder. Harris has also written a manual on how to cre- 
ate a homeless paper, and that, too, is online at the Real Change 
Web site (http:/www.speakeasy.org/realchange/ 
arc.home.html). “The purpose of the online version of the paper” 


Redaues — 


increase awareness 
Seattle's Homeless Newspaper 


of these issues 
among a broader 
audience than we 
can reach here in 
Seattle.” 


—BG 


ICIETEXE 
Takes 
YOUNO 
the 


> 


Meret 


or Europeans, there’s an 
F alternative way to explore 
the Internet that doesn’t 
require a modem or an 
Internet service provider. 
Broadcasters can now offer 
their television viewers Web 
access by way of a channel’s 
teletext service. Viewers 
need a touch-tone telephone, 
teletext TV, and access to a 
television station that pro- 
vides the service. 

Teletext is a one-way 

communications medium. 


. 


‘ 


é 


Looking for Something? 


It’s in the Yellow Pages.. 
On the Web 


© need to ever let your fin- 
gers do the walking again. 
Let your mouse guide you through 
the bevy of Web-based options 
that are trying to take the place 
of those trusty, thick, dirty-yellow 
anthologies that end up on your 
doorstep every fall and are a 
nightmare to recycle. 
The Nynex Interactive Yellow 
Pages, the Nynex Yellow Pages 
on Prodigy, and the World Yellow 
Pages NETwork now have Web 
sites that you can click through 
at no charge. 

Nynex’ Interactive Yellow 
Pages (http://www.niyp.com/) 
are no stranger to the Web. Since 
May, Nynex has listed more than 


Images — each of 
them constituting a 
single frame of TV 


a 


data in a special, 
compressed format 
— are transmitted in 
a continuous 
sequence. Users 
indicate which frame 
they would like to 


Were maton! Now you cn fin el ings fer srs yor sighed or 
for pracally any buses matic 


Hab you tres, ck ee, 
you emp, fod seam} 


dt ask Aok 


i ede 


Worn Yetow Paces NET work om 


2 million busi- 
nesses in New 
England and 
New York. Now, 
it's listing over 
16 million busi- 
nesses located 


screens meen scat a) ee ee 
aa joe own ne Sana Saee 


throughout the 

U.S. In addition to its expanded 
national listings, Nynex also has 
included the McKinley Internet 
Directory, and, of course, adver- 
tisements. 

New hotlinks provide an 
easy path to the Nynex 
Interactive Yellow Pages for users 
who are accessing the Web 
through an online service. Add 
#113 to my list of how the 
Internet makes life easier. 

The expanded listings are 
also good news for the visually 
impaired, who can use Nynex's 
text-based option with a screen 
reader and have the text convert- 
ed to audio. (This service was 
previously available, but limited 


to the New England/New York list- 


ings.) 
Also, check out the 12 mit 

lion business entries provided by 

the World Yellow Pages Network 


(http://wyp.net), Just like the 
annual doorstep package, this, 
too, is free of charge. (Where's 
my old professor who swore up 
and down there's no such thing 
as a free lunch?) 

Both an online Yellow Pages 
and Web development company, 
the World Yellow Pages Network 
also creates homepages for busi- 
nesses. The homepages and the 
listings are both also free. 

Other online Yellow Pages 
include the AT&T Internet Toll-Free 
800 Directory (http://www. 
tollfree.att.net/dir800/), the 
California Yellow Pages 
(http:/www.research.digital. 
com/SRC/virtual-tourist/ 
CaliforniaYP.html), and the 
WWW Business Yellow Pages 
(http:/)www.cba.uh.edul 
ylowpges/ylowpges.html). 

— Barbara Bergesen 


Online Service Playing Around 


see by using the 
decoding unit in ‘avo te ah le, tty oe a9 | 
thelr local TV sets. . Yenc 
This service is distributed by 
most of the TV stations in. 
Europe. . 
eretest canivow be \ aming is bombarding the Internet and 
Reis ee pate ¢ CompuServe is right in step. The business-ori- 
Sadia shee ahoas the | __ ented siting among the Big Three onine services 
telephone network. has announced an exclusive agreement with the 
Inffal AB of Sweden Atari Corporation to provide support for Atari's JAG- 


developed the system. The 
cost may be high, due to the 
laborious task of typing in 
e-mail messages with two- 
digit numeric codes to repre- 
sent each letter; fees will 


{ 


WIRE. For those out of the gaming loop, Jaguar is 
Atari's comeback 32-bit gaming system. 
CompuServe will now have a Jaguar Forum for 
game enthusiasts. The Forum features magazines 
(with exclusive online news), screen shots, reviews, 
software, live chats, and product info. And it boasts 


quickly add up on the tele- 4 well-supported message board so Jaguar owners 
phone line usage. d can get information directly from Atari personnel, 
— Barbara Bergesen swiftly and easily. 
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‘CompuServe will be providing support for Atarl's JAGWIRE, 
a 32-bit gaming system, 
JAGWIRE also has a new Web site for you non- 


CompuServe members at http://www. ataricom, 
It has screen shots, release schedules, and a 
link to register for the Atari mailing list. 
— BG 


HELLO WORLD, 


PSIWes” PROVIDES SMALL BUSINESSES WITH 
THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE, AFFORDABLE WORLD WIDE WEB 
SOLUTION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE. 


You know your organization needs global exposure..But you don’t want to pay hefty fees for 
each person who visits your site. It's too hard to budget for...and too costly. 


As a PSIWes subscriber, your monthly rate is based solely on the specific content 
of your Web site, so your costs are easy to budget and completely up to you to control. 
And you can change the content as often as you like - FREE. 


We'll even help you promote the site for free, by posting your home page in 
high-traffic Web locations on a rotating basis. 


What's more, PSIWes’s exclusive WebConnect™ program will enable you to provide dial-up 
Internet access to your important customers and hot prospects. A service 
they're sure to appreciate. Even better, PSINer’s® InterRamp™ software will automatically 
display your home page first, each time they log on, so you'll always be the first 
thing they see. And since your site will be running on our server, you'll never have to 
worry about security. 


Best of all, the PSIWes service takes full advantage of PSINer - the largest and best 
public Internet network in the world. So give your organization the global exposure you 
know you need today. Otherwise, the world could pass you by. To find out more, call 


1-800-419-4932 0... «7 
aa PSINET THE INTERNET STARTS HERE 


Internet E-Mai sinet-info@psi.com - World Wide Web: http://www.inter.net/ - PSINer faxserver: 1-800-329-7741 


eviews 


Here’s what we ask reviewers to keep in mind: 


ratings ea 


The “repeatability” of the product, 
site, or book. In other words, is there 
a reason why you would want to revisit 
the site or book or product? This is 
closely related to the aesthetics and 
design of the product, and its worthi- 
ness — in terms of entertainment 
value, downloadable software, or abili- 
ty to aid you in getting and staying 
online. 


Quality of construction: Does the item 
pull us in, get us to use it, and keep 
Us there? Is the content easily under- 
standable? 


Level and availability of tech support, 
if applicable. A potentially great plece 
of software loses points if its parent 
company can't be reached on the 
phone, or if it only services 
customers via a 900-number. Does 
the company that created the product 
or site offer online forums, e-mail, 
800-numbers, and so forth? 


‘The price factor is pretty self-explana- 
tory: If something works so wonderful- 
ly that you shouldn't live without it, 
then price is less of a 

factor — as long as it's fair and com- 


parable to other products in its class. 


‘Avallability comes into play when, for 
example, a software company offers 
free updates on a variety of online ser- 
Vices the day they're announced. 


A product's instinctiveness, whether 
it’s a book, hardware assembly 
instructions, a Web site, or software. 
A product can look good — even abso- 
lutely dazzle you — but if it's too hard 
to figure out how to use, then it'll lose 
some points. 


Uniqueness is important if the product 
is truly innovative, entertaining, or use- 
ful in a completely new way. 


Here's something obvious: Does the 
product work? Beta products get a lit- 
tle leeway here, because betas are 
products under development. 


Brain-meat: Does the thing being 
reviewed get us excited? Make us 
think? Cause us to take another step 
forward in our learning or evolution 
process? Does an online game 
challenge our mind as well as our 
fingers? 


if you've got a site, software, hardware, or book you'd like us to consider for review, 
‘send an e-mail to crystal@thenet-usa.com with information about it, 


Paitng ete norm ata aes” 
Increasing daily, and thank the holy 

jother of HTML that the dreaded 
linky blinky trend is wearing thin. 
he mountain that most Web sites 
till need to climb, though, is con 
lent. 

One site that has successfully 
scaled this mountain is Fiva Online, 
hen | visited, it was presenting 
hat it described as the "first festi- 
al of independent audio/video arts 
inline.” Well-aware of the growing 
ype about Web sites offering the 
irst this or the best that, | jour- 
eyed on with my usual skepticism. 
wasn't disappointed, though. In 
jact, | was impressed. The exhibit 
as very good. Fiva Online man- 
ged to execute a smooth, strong 
layout with an exceptional breadth 
f content — interactive paintings, 
ideo, and animation clips — which 
jade its online festival a fantastic 
vent. 

The QuickTime videos had great 

esolution, the interactive paint- 
ings were creative and beautiful, 
and the static art was stunning. 
Users could vote for their favorite 


A Highive, baby. 
Good — and we mean it. 


Average. Not bad, but we've 
seen better. 


:/Iwww.fivaonline.com/ 


hese days, everyone seems to have mas- 
fered the art of using Netscape extensions 
ike backgrounds and alignment, and 
janaged to make tables on the Web. The 
lumber of sites that look really good is 


Could use lots of improvement. 
We'll wait til the next version. 


Fiva Online is a vir val that 
iva Online is a virtual art festival that's both beau. 
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of more than so different art projects, 
which lent some "real life" credibility to 
the online-only festival. It’s great. The site 
won't be up for too much longer (but 
we've archived a few of the “exhibits” on 
this month's CD-ROM; check it out). And if 
you miss it, the festival returns next year, 
so stay tuned! A 

— 86 


Temple of the Web Seeress 
http://www.cyberzine. com/seeress/ 
only a New Agey site like this one would 
present Jungian theory-influenced pho 
tography, a belly dancer slide show, and 
collages made from kelp and a copier 
machine. There's also a real-time Web 
chat area called the Oracle, and a random 
cool links section (Vision). 

But the main attraction is the online 
gallery, now featuring unusual pho- 
tographs from Kathleen E. Olson and 
Thomas Fallon Mackey. Olson uses black 
and white film to create mystical, dreamy 
images that would be appropriate illus- 
trating a ghostly tale. She also has a 
(gothic-inspired) series called “The 
Garden of Maria,” sure to be loved by any 
romantically depressed teen. 

Thomas Fallon Mackey uses pieces of 
giant kelp in his art. In "The Marco Series,” 
Mackey combines relief printing of giant 
kelp with enlarged, transparent images of 


Mystical, dreamy photographic Images by Kathleen 
Olson tine the cyberwalls of this temple. 


plankton. Since plankton is the essential 
building block for many life forms, the 
series provides an interesting metaphor for 
life. The art is extremely surreal, transform= 
ing the images from geometric figures into 
familiar objects... Is that a couch | see? 

This site is worth a bookmark for its 
unusual selection of art and Web site per 
sonality. It obviously was created by a fel- 
low artist who understands the Web as a 
creative entity, not as a multimedia 
commercial. A= 


— Bonnie }. Burton 


CNU Online 


http://cnuonline.cnu.edul 


A digital pomp and circumstance awaits 
your eager brain. Christopher Newport 
University (CNU) is taking leaps to offer 
accredited degree programs via the World 
Wide Web in an effort to create a “self- 
sustaining, self-supportive” educational 
process. Automated learning? The Luddite 
hiding behind my cyberwarrior self senses 
danger. And yet, part of me has faith 
enough in humanity to envision CNU's 
attempts as a very positive event. 
Currently, CNU offers one full degree 
program on the Web — a Bachelor of 
Science in governmental administration, 


discipline. Find out 
what it’s like at Christopher Newport University. 
criminal justice administration, and legal 
studies. Some of the classes offered 
include “The History of Ancient 
Philosophy,” "Elementary Spanish,” and 
“Comparative Government.” Yup, it's col- 
lege, all right. 

The site sternly reminds potential 
enrollees that this sort of education 
requires serious discipline. Since there are 
no “classrooms,” students will have to 
monitor their “attendance” at classes and 
their learning process. Given most peo- 
ple's proclivity for procrastination, | won 
der: Is the world ready for a wired 
education? 

As far as the nitty gritty of layout, 
design, etc., this Web site is 0,K, — noth- 
ing too spectacular, but also not obnox- 
ious enough to make you want to cut 
class. It'll do just fine. B 
—8c 


CollegeAssist 


http://www.edworks.com/index.htm 


Anal high school students start looking at 
colleges in their sophomore year. The rea/- 
ly anal students study college catalogs. 
The over-the-top anal crowd attend semi- 


reviews/sitings 


CoLLeGEAssist™™ — 


Your college career as metaphor! 
bicycle path to the sky — together! 


nars and hire consultants to find the 
undergraduate program that will guaran- 
tee financial success and eternal happi- 
ness. 

Well, 0.k. Maybe high school kids 
aren't all that obsessive — but their par- 
ents sure are. For this overwrought audi- 
ence, CollegeAssist offers an online focus 
for post-graduate anxiety. This slick World 
Wide Web site is an attractive gateway to 
personalized essay critiques ($39 for the 
first essay, $29 for subsequent essays), a 
loan-and-grant search service ($75),and a 
slew of other tools, such as a résumé gen- 
erator, which are included in the $99 
annual fee. (The site’s valuable free ser- 
vices are also numerous, although not as 
personalized.) 

As you might guess, it’s easy to rack 
up a few hundred dollars in fees — and for 
an upper-middle class family, that may 
seem inconsequential when it’s part of 
shopping around for a $75,000 education. 
But the truth is that CollegeAssist is noth- 
ing more than a well-designed database 
with an attractive front end. 

A lot of its information is available 
through less expensive reference sources, 
like books (remember them?). And hey — 
The Princeton Review's area on America 
Online (keyword; STUDENT or PR) even 
lists the best partying schools, broken 
down into subcategories of beer, hard 
liquor, and weed. They know what's 
important. Be 

—Tom Geller 


Kids Space 
http://www.plaza.interport.net/ 
kids_space/ 


The theme song from "Cat and a Bell,” in 
Chinese. Anti-Netscape syndrome in the 
doctor's office. Dog and fish by the lake. 
What's going on here? It seems that a 
bunch of creative adults got together to 
build an online space for a bunch of cre~ 
ative kids. 

Kids Space is a fun, educational, and 
entertaining folly, filled with delightful 
images, kid-style layout, and accessible 
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Planet Reebok 


http://planetreebok.com/ 


Ah, the orbit of a giant shoe. | can’t say 
I'm not intrigued by this. | also can't 
deny a bit of anxiety creeping through 
my veins as | wait for the page to 
appear. (FYI, the pages are image-inten- 
sive and take a while to load). Looking 
at how billion-dollar companies like 
Coca Cola have completely ignored the 
potential of the Internet with pathetic, 
shotzy homepages, I've stopped expect- 
ing the big corporate types to use their 
marketing dollars wisely. Reebok sur- 
prised me, 

This site Is actually useful. Health, 
fitness, live chats with sports stars, 
product info, and an interactive mes- 
sage board give the site credibility and 
meaning. Sure, Reebok wants to sell 
gym shoes and exercise clothes, but at 
least it’s offering something in 
exchange for your purchasing loyalty. 
Planet Reebok is to the health/fitness 
crowd what Voyager (http:/iwww. 
voyagerco.com) is to the artsy philo- 
sophical crowd, It's fantastic. Really 

The fitness section alone is a mile 
thick, with workout suggestions, coach- 


Join Planet Reebok for an exciting jaunt 
through the world of fitness. 

ing tips, training advice, and a special 
women’s health section (which | defi- 
nitely appreciated), 

And the chats are pretty cool, too. 
Where else are you gonna get to talk to 
Domique Wiliams (basketball hero) and 
Frank Thomas (baseball wizard) live 
online? 

So, if you are into the sporty 
health scene, or have a passionate rela- 
tionship with Reebok products, stop by 
It's definitely a good thing. A 

— 8G 
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technology. The music center runs a 
RealAudio server with archived children’s 
tunes (in different languages even). The 
doctor's office is a place to go when 
images aren't loading or the pages 
“aren't working.” It teaches children how 
to use a Web browser and fix small tech 
problems. And the gallery is the cat's 
meow, with original artwork organized in 
a virtual (clickable image map) gallery 
The art is both by and for kids, and some 


Kids Space lets you pick a room in the art gallery 
to see original kids’ compositions, 


of it is laced with stories. Click on animals 
and view "Dog and Fish By The Lake.” 
Click on science and see "Here comes Mr. 
Meteorite from a different planet.” The 
gallery also reflects the international 
scope of the project: it places a small flag 
by each kid’s names to indicate his/her 
country of origin. (Incidentally, there are 
kids from all over the world, including 
Japan, the U.K., Canada, and more, here.) 

Over all, while some of the design 
could use a bit of tidying up, the site's 
impact and content are very good, A 
worthwhile site to add to your or your 
children’s hotlist. Be 

— 86 


sports/fitness 


ESPNET SportsZone 


http://espnet.sportszone.com/ 


From the first encounter with ESPNET, you 
will undoubtedly feel the corporate pres- 
ences of the host as well as such powerful 
sponsors as sports drink giant Gatorade 
As the Internet and the World Wide Web 
slowly lose their underground status, 


SIPORLSPZONTE” 


so og wa 


ESPN has one of the best sports sites online, not 
to mention one of the better corporate ones. 


there's no ques- 
tion that sites 
such as this one 
are going to crop 
up everywhere 
you look, While 
some will proba 
bly see this as a 
commercial inva~ 
sion, | think it's 
important to give 
everyone a 
chance to do 
something worth- 
while 


Subscriber 
Features Tour 


Features 
Zoned Out! 


Sponeralk 


Indiistry Insider, 


If the ESPN- 
sponsored Fantasy Footall 
SportsZone is an 
indication of Sponsor sndex. 


what’s to come 
from corporate 
hosts, then not 
only shouldn't we 
be worried, we 
should be eagerly 
anticipatory. 
Sure, SportsZone may lack the charm of 
John Q. Public's "What's For Dinner At My 
House" homepage, but it has an efficient 
interface, lots of fun features, including a 
letters page and live chat, and best of all, 
thorough sports coverage. There's every- 
thing from basketball to horse racing 
here. The only real disappointment was 
the inclusion of 0. J. Simpson news. Is that 
really sports news, or just a convenient 
way to capitalize on a hot topic? A 

— Patrick Baggatta 


Member services 


NFLEESS 


Not only sports-rich in con- 
tent, ESPNet SportsZone 
is easy to navigate. 


Skateboard.com 


http://www.tumyeto.com/tydu/ 
skatebrd/skate.htm 


O.K., skaters, like it or not, skateboarding 
is a sport and Skateboard.com is the 
online authority for skater needs. (No, | 
am not on the marketing staff at 
Skateboard.com, | just happen to think it’s 
a great site.) 

Give ‘em three cheers for fantastic 
photos. Four cheers for outrageous inter- 
views. Five cheers for the links to paper 
skate zine information and a whole-out 
audience roar for its all-around cool lay- 
out and comprehensive coverage of all 
things hip and skater. 

The site is updated regularly. | mean 
way regularly. There are new feature arti- 
cles, event listings, and gossip posted all 


Welcome to the land of all things skateboard-relat- 
ed. Here the action is swift and the prizes are cool. 


the time. And there's a "growing pains” 
section covering all sorts of nifty-q tricks 
to try and positions to practice. Or, maybe 
you want to win fancy shmancy skate stuff 
in the online contest area. Oh yeah, and 
attention all writer/skater types: when | 
visited, the site was calling for skate~ 
board.com secret agents to contribute to 
the e-zine. So, whatcha waitin’ for? A def- 
inite win-win skate site on all levels. A 
—8G 


Worldguide Health & 
Fitness Forum 
http://www.worldguide.com 
/Fitness/hf.html 


Looking to get your abdomen firm, or at 
least counter holiday feasting? Visit the 
Worldguide Health & Fitness Forum, an 
attractive and easy-to-navigate fitness 
resource. Though still under construction 
when | checked, it already had plenty of 
interesting stuff. 

The site is divided into five “forums.” 
Clicking on the Anatomy forum brings up 
an impressive illustration of the human 
body, with the major muscles identified. | 
thought maybe | could click on each mus- 
cle and get more info about it, but no 
dice. | appreciated the Strength Training 
forum, though, with its detailed, step-by- 
step instructions for muscle-enhancing 


Strength-building exercises and the truth about 
body fat are among the goodies at this site. 
exercises, The Cardiovascular Exercise sec 
tion (subtitled “up the trail to a healthy 
heart”) was still under construction, but 
featured text discussing cycling, rowing, 
running, and cross-country skiing 
How-to-do exercises aren't all you'll 


find here. There's an Eating Well section 
with a nicely composed picture of the 
food groups, complete with thorough 
explanations of the six essential nutrients. 
No recipes, though. Sports injury care and 
misconceptions about body fat and diet 
are found in the Wellness forum. And 
coming soon is Highplanet, an online 
magazine with sections on nutrition and 
music (with reviews of ambient, house, 
trance, and groove cuts), plus a chat area. 

This site is so nicely done you'll 
probably want to visit other areas of 
Worldguide Online, the sponsor of these 
pages, including its mountain bike and 
wilderness areas. B+ 

— MS 


commerce 


Digital Kids 
http:liwww.digikids.com/ 


The first thing you see when you log on is 
a yellow screen with even brighter yellow 
polka dots. Then, the graphics load up, 
and you're in the Digital Kids site, a 
breezy, playful advertisement for Digital 
Pictures’ two CD-ROMs for kids: Kids on 
Site and What's My Story?. 

For each of these CD titles, there's 
separate kids and parents sections. The 
kids’ areas have funny and inviting text, 
short QuickTime movies from the CD, plus 
simple guessing games, quizzes, and con- 
tests. The parents’ sections are more fact- 
oriented, letting adults know what age 
groups are appropriate for the CDs, where 
they can find them (or how to order 
them), and why their kids will love them. 
There are also QuickTime movies in the 
adult areas. 

The Kids on the Site CD, in case 
you're wondering, lets kids pretend 
they're guiding heavy machines — bull- 
dozers, excavators, steamrollers, and 


Parents and kids have separate destinations at 
Digital Kids, which sells child-oriented CD-ROMs. 


reviews/sitings 


wrecking balls — at construction sites. The 
What's My Story disc allows children to 
create their own multimedia tales using 
movies (there are 600 clips), music and 
sounds, and their own voices. 

There's not much else to do once 
you've downloaded the movies and played 
some guessing games. But the site has a 
friendly feel and obviously respects the 
creativity and intelligence of children. Be 

—Ms 


The Internet Guide to 


Catalina Island 
http:/Iwww.deltanet.com/ 
guidefindex.html 


Catalina, an island 22 miles off the coast of 
Los Angeles, isn’t a tourist destination on 
the scale of Hawaii or the Bahamas, but its 
Web site makes it seem first class. It's a 
great example of how the Internet can 
level the playing field in various areas of 
commercial competition, since a compa- 
ny’s advertising budget can be concen- 
trated on production as opposed to distri- 
bution. 

You'll find a lot of information within 
these pages. Though Catalina’s not very 
big (it’s only got two communities large 
enough to call towns), the Web pages 
cover the history of the island, its fairly 
large number of restaurants and hotels, 
and all the activities available to tourists. 
Unfortunately, this site isn’t especially 
well-designed. The standard page format 
— used for pages dealing with activities, 
transportation, lodging, restaurants, and 
bars — is an image at the top, followed by 


Highlighting its local charm, this Web site makes 
Catalina seem an undiscovered vacation idyll. 
a list of resources available on the island. 
And while all the hotels on the island are 
listed, only a few of them have links for 
further information, and there's no online 
reservation system. (There are phone 
number listed all over the place, with one 
for the chamber of commerce, which 
apparently assists with reservations.) 
Granted, there is some good local 
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Joe Boxer 


http://www.joeboxer.com/ 
entry.html 


The people over at Joe Boxer have the 
right idea when it comes to the Web: 
“We at Joe Boxer believe that the Web 


You can e-mail the Clintons as well as 

check out their fashion sense here. 
is at its most exciting (or nerve-wrack- 
ing) when the visitor is given literally 
no instruction as to what they are to 
do next.” 

This Is no small feat for a corpora- 
tion. Joe Boxer starts out on the right 
foot by calling its site a playground. 


@) 
press here clan at [8S Daily! 
tas underwear in Amer! age Da 


Go ahead and do laundry for all of us at the 
Joe Boxer Web site. 


And the site does offer a series of unre- 
lated topics with bizarre yet poignant 
images. Almost the entire Web site is 
image-mapped, so you can click on 
nearly everything and get transported 
to some other place. There are Web 
site reviews, games, contests, an 
employee slide show, a link that lets 
you e-mail President Clinton, and virtu- 
ally no-lame product shots. After all, 
you already know what boxer shorts 
look like, right? | started out by click- 
ing on the image that | was explicitly 
instructed NOT to click on, and ended 
up looking for the missing half of a dol 
{ar bill in order to win free underwear. If 
you've been wearing briefs, it’s time to 
check out the Joe Boxer Web site. You 
just may switch. A 

— Keith Hart 


color here. The page for the newspaper, 
The Catalina Islander, states that it's been 
"published every Friday since 1914.” 
There's also a guide to the beers stocked 
at the various bars, based on a survey 
conducted on Aug. 14, 1995. | can imagine 
a couple of drinking buddies conducting 
this beer survey on one particularly wild 
day of carousing. C 

— WKC 


The Movie Poster Warehouse 
http://www.io.org/~mpw/ 
Overview.htm! 


I've always wanted to have that kind of 
Woody Allenish apartment, with framed 
classic movie posters hanging on the walls 
to identify me as an intellectual type who 
reveres the art of film. But | also have a 
sentimental streak, which lets me get all 
teary-eyed when Bogart makes his noble 
sacrifice at the end of Casablanca. When | 


Here is the virtual storefront for a company that 
sells movie posters. Also, stills and scripts. 
came across The Movie Poster Warehouse 
Web site, | felt I'd found a place to satisfy 
my interior decorating/personality show- 
off needs. As the name suggests, the site 
sells movie posters, as well as photo stills 
and movie scripts. 

| thought it showed a lot of promise. 
Well, except for the lack of easy naviga- 
tion tools. The homepage, though it has a 
nice design, is text-heavy, with the vari- 
ous links interspersed throughout. This 
makes it hard to figure out where every- 
thing is. There’s an image map guide bar 
at the bottom of the page, but the icons 
aren't very intuitive. 


Welcome Lo the Movie Poster Wore 


Your bn wuld be ae wide a the 


lollowing line fo see Uhit site 


Let the director gulde you through the site, or at 
least tell you how wide your screen should be. 

| rushed to the poster section, but 
was disappointed to find no thumbnail 
graphics of the posters online. In fact, 
there were no graphics whatsoever, just a 
long list of movies, organized chronologi- 
cally as well as alphabetically, with prices 
next to them. Looking at the chronological 
index, | realized that the site has no movie 
posters dating from before 1963. My 
dreams of having a Casablanca poster 
were dashed. Of course, these are all origi- 
nal posters, and an original Casablanca 
one is probably pretty rare. 

It also bothered me that the site lacks 
any kind of sophisticated ordering system. 
You're just supposed to e-mail someone 
there with the names of the posters you 
want, and s/he’ll contact you somehow to 
get your order. The site does have infor- 
mation on how to get a catalog; using it 
would probably be the easiest way to 
actually purchase something. C 

—wKe 


Music Boulevard 
http://www.musicblvd.com/ 


| love to shop for music on the Internet, 
Even if | don’t buy, I've found that music 
stores on the Internet are great sources for 
information on songs, performers, and 
which albums are still in print. I've got 
eclectic tastes, so I'll often hear a song, 
then go on a month-long search for more 
information. | could look at all those 
music catalogs they keep in Tower 
Records, but nothing is as convenient as 
sitting at my desk and pointing my 
browser at an online music store. In par 
ticular, | like to visit Music Boulevard. 

It has a great search engine, one of 
the most important things for an online 
record store to possess. | can enter any 


Stuff, 
Indeed! 


—PC Magazi 
“Rditors’ Choice” October 10, 1995 


Surpasses all other 
HTML software 


“Serious Web publishers will be 
happy with nothing less than 
HoTMetaL PRO.” 


—PC Magazine, October 10, 1995 


A serious product 
“... for creating high-quality HTML 
pages. With HoTMetaL, it’s almost 
certain you’ll get your HTML 
document correct on the first try.” 
—PC Computing, December 1994 


A snap 
“A variety of preformatted 
templates makes it a snap to get 
standard documents online quick- 
ly." 

—PC World, March 1995 


a it 


Hol MétaL, PRO. 2.0 


The Most Popular HTML Publishing Tool for the Web 


Q) SoftQuad 


Want to know more? Log onto http:/www.vmedia.com/htmiprot.html for details, system requirements and specials. 


Available now at these and other software outlets. For information, call toll free: 1-800-743-5369. 


Another product from 


VENTANA 
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Toasted: 

The Berkeley 
Systems Web 
Page 


http://www.berksys.com/ 


Toasters and kitchens and demos, oh 
my! From the people who brought com- 
puter users the “Flying Toaster” and 
the greatest series of screen savers in 
the free world — the After Dark line — 
comes Toasted, the Web site. Toasted 
offers the usual tech ‘Support, product 
catalogs, software upgrades/demos, 
and company info, of course. 

But no company offering an inter- 
active “mime hunt” in its screen saver 
products is going to stop there. Check 


Get toasted at Berkeley Systems’ groovy 
Web site. 

out Toast Opera, the Web's first soap- 
style radio show, available in the form 
of downloadable sound files. (We're 
promised we'll “quake in hysteria and 
shiver in mirth” as we team “the deep- 
est, darkest secrets” of the show's 
characters). 

In Café Slack, a voyeuristic 

Kitchen Cam” (fed by a camera look- 
ing down on the Berkeley Systems 
break room) gives the public a quick 
peek as employees abuse the company 
Mortal Kombat arcade game, or move 
between floors via a spiral slide (life is 
tough at Berkeley Systems). 

The lonely and troubled may pour 
their hearts out to the leaned “Miss 
Hane,” the in-house know-it-all advice 
columnist, fashion consultant, and 
sex symbol. And, let's not forget the 
Toaster Museum — that hallowed trib- 
ute to the one piece of tech all 
Americans can operate. 

And no, I'm not going to tell you 
about it. Some things must be experi- 
enced first-hand. A 


BOULEVARD 


WWW.-MUSICBLVD.COM 


TM 


Music Boulevard has a good research too! to find 
‘out who performed which song on what album. 


obscure song and get a pretty complete 
list of everybody who covered it, with 
hyperlinks to those performers’ discogra- 
phies. Then, if | really like one of the discs, 
| can order it directly online. That doesn’t 
put it in my hands immediately, but I've 
learned to handle delayed gratification 
The store is initially broken down 

into five categories: Pop/Rock, Country, 
Classical, Jazz, and All Music. Once you've 
chosen a genre, a search option appears, 
and you can enter keywords for song title, 
artist, or record title. Additionally, there 
are New Releases and Special Offers 
options. Each of these 
pages has a select list of 
records for more general 
shopping. There is also a 
Newsstand section, with a 
pretty big selection of 
music magazines that can 
be ordered, and some record reviews put 
online for your reading pleasure. The 
graphics are fairly minimal on Music 
Boulevard, but this saves some download 
time. A= 

— WKC 


New York City Beer Guide 


http://www.nycbeer.org/ 


In terms of information, the sheer volume 
available at this site makes it worthwhile 
to check out, especially if you live in the 
New York City area. In fact, after perusing 
the lists of brew pubs, | decided that | 
definitely need to make a visit soon. 

The NYC Beer Guide is a straight-for- 


‘The NYC Beer Guide has its own tabloid filled with 
skeptical beer half-truths. 


eH Vore an. 


Renowned beer taster/critic Michael Jackson 
adorns the NYC Beer Guide's homepage. 


ward, if text-heavy, listing of what's 
going on in brewing in New York, and 
even beyond The City. It offers reports on 
different bars, breweries, and brew pubs; 
field reports from around the world; syn~ 
opses of almost every major beer festival; 
and links to dozens of other beer-related 
Web sites. 

Given the tremendous rise in popu- 
larity of good beer, the most helpful part 
of this site is its beer reviews. Anyone who 
has been overwhelmed upon entering a 
microbrewery will be overjoyed with these 
concise reports concerning the taste (and 
costs) of specific beers. 

Like all good beer drinkers, the staff 
of the NYC Beer Guide isn't above a little 
humor, as evidenced by its creation of a 
tabloid and rumor mill. If you love beer, 
stop at this site. It will greatly increase 
your chances of palatable enjoyment. Be 

— Keith Hart 


Welcome to Levi 


Strauss & Co. 
http://www.levi.com/ 


While the leader in modern garb has a lot 
of nifty ideas for its Web site, Levi Strauss 
lacks the one thing really needed — a site 
that works. This beta version of its site 
crashed my machine repeatedly, giving 
me only glimpses of what potentially 
could be more than the average corporate 
pat-on-the-back. 

There are two remarkable features 
about the site that | was able to recognize 
before the inevitable freeze-up. The first 
was a refreshingly global perspective. 
Levi's first provides you with a choice 
between its North American or its 
European server, and although both made 
my machine comatose, | was glad to see a 
lack of Americanization from this distinct- 


| 
Ss. 
‘ap * F . i 
Tf you've been mystified about where to go on the Net, SPORTS ILLUSTRATED. Test your FFQ (Fun Facts 


we'd like to clear things up. Explore PATHFINDER and Quotient) by taking one of PEOPLE's movie star trivia 
find an entire world of entertainment and information quizzes. Go backstage and on stage through HBO 


— all in one super-site on the Web. Get up-to-the- ROCKS — or download music clips from the hottest 
minute news from NEWS NOW, TIME DAILY and artists on VIBE ONLINE. Visit PATHFINDER today and 
TIME WORLDWIDE. TIME WARNER’S we'll take the mystery out 


Check stats, scores and cn = o— cl = = — of the Internet — so you'll 
Si a 
the latest sports news [ee f+ if - f ® = fR always have a clear idea of 


with Sports Access from Your Home On The Net where you're going. 
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nternet 
Chess Club 


telnet://chess.lm.com:5000 
http://www.hydra.comlicc/ 


This past summer, | rediscovered my 
passion for chess after a 20-year hiatus. 
But finding opponents was harder than | 
expected: at my level, non-enthusiast 


Stuck at the computer lab? No prob 
ICC welcon all to the game, 
friends offered little challenge, and | 
consistently got creamed at the local 
chess club. So, | wondered, where could 
I find a game against another 1300- 
rated player in the middle of the night? 
The Internet Chess Club, that’s 
where. There are typically 50 to 100 
people logged in at any given time, 
ranging in ability from mediocre (like 
me) to Grandmaster level, While anyone 
may play unrated games, registered 
players get special privileges, like 
online “ratings” for $49 a year ($24.50 
J Observing 
games in 
progress Is 
a snap, 
Here, black 


trouble. 


for students). And, the club is a great 
Place to get the latest chess news: for 
example, every move of the recent 
Kasparov-Anand world championship 
awaits your scrutiny on the Web site. 
Use a Telnet client to play games (via a 
text interface), or experience them 
Braphically through programs available 
from the FTP site (ftp://chess.lm.com/ 
publicc/interface/). Flexible playing 
options, an active staff, and an enthusi 
astic playing community make the ICC 
a great place to grab a game at any 
time of day or night. A 


Although still in beta when we visited, Levi's pro- 
vides a global perspective. 
ly American company. The second cool 
feature would only be so if you have a fast 
connection and like to watch graphics 
load. 

The opening screen provides several 
company images that continually change 
surrounding buttons for the different 


Levi's provides a cool series of ever-changing 
graphics on its Web site. 
Pages. This is great for a unique and 
changing picture on your screen, but of 
course, having images constantly loading 
tends to muck up the works. It could be 
this evolving patchwork that shut down 
my attempts to access other parts of the 
site, but I'm not sure. Hopefully, in future 
versions, this feature will remain without 
disturbing the delicate connections of 
poor jeans wearers such as us. C+ 

— Keith Hart 
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Fox Entertainment 
http://www.foxnetwork.com/ 
prime/index.html 


When | ran across the Fox network site 
during a day of Internet travels, my first 
thought was: “Finally!” Fox became a suc- 
cess by taking chances on quirky, offbeat 
shows. The popularity of these shows 
among the Internet community is evident 
in the immense number of sites and 
archives dotting the cyber landscape. | 
estimate that 62 percent of Internet users 
have downloaded at least one 
“simpson’s” sound file. 

What | found after investigating the 
Fox site is that it’s very professionally ren- 


dered, somewhat rough around the edges, 
embryonic, and pretty boring. Not every 
Fox prime time show is listed here, but the 
popular ones have pages. Unfortunately, 
the designers went with a standard format 
for each show page rather than taking 
advantage of the individual qualities of 
the selected shows. 


The Fox Web site uses this brick wall graphic motif 
throughout, but the walls are still quite bare. 

Fox show page format means a sum- 
mary description with a cast picture on 
the right, followed by a list of show cred- 
its. 0.K., some of the show pages have 
additional features, such as the Ned & 
Stacey Dating Game. Also, “space: Above 
and Beyond” has a series of pages that 
reflect show content, and | get the feeling 
that there will soon be much, much more. 
But some basic things irritated me, like 
the fact that the show scheduling infor- 
mation was at least two weeks old. My 
official phrase for this site is “unrealized 
potential.” With a little more work, it can 
be fixed. Ce 

— wKe 


Game Page of the Universe 
http://www.pht.com/games.html 


Pacific Hi-Tech’s Game Page of the 
Universe is a great place to go to down- 
load games, and some of us spend a lot of 
time playing computer games, 0.K.? I'm 
not being defensive, just realistic. 

The people who run the Game Page 
seem like a bunch of devoted computer 
gamers who got together, pooled all their 
Tesources, assembled this archive, and set 
up the Pacific Hi-Tech company as a 
means of supporting the whole thing. 

It's a little bit confusing trying to 
determine if this site's for kids or adults. 
The enthusiasm with which the games are 
described would suggest the targets are 
kids, but they'd have to be very comput- 


Game Page 
of the Universe! 
i ie 


Pacific Hi-Tech’s Game Page of the Universe has 
archived 3,000 games on its site. 


Cyberpublishing (sT’bar-pab’lish-i ey ere seems to be a natural migration 
emination of information (4 path from desktop publishing to the 

a electronic devices that are 4 Web Richard Rawls, writer, MacWeek (06.12.95) 
joined together in a global 5 


“Any interested in desktop 
publishing will be interested in 

| Web publishing.” 
Eric Bickford, Mac Webmasters, MacWeek (06.12.95) 


network often referred to as 
Cc ‘space. 


InterCon’s InterServer Publisher 
for Macintosh can put your business, 


InterServer Publisher is a Web 
server, a Gopher server, an FTP server 
and more—in one integrated application. 
An HTML editor, templates, and CGI scripts 

allow for INSTANT Web page creation. 
Cyberpublishing has never been this easy! 


group or organization on the Internet, 
giving a growing market of MILLIONS 
almost instantaneous access to what you 
want them to see, know, experience and buy. 


Intar{7) , | i] \ 
Td ad 

60 Herndon Parkway lll Herndon, Virginia 22070 

703.709.5500 or 1.800.INTRCON (voice) 703.709.5855 (fax) 

info@intercon.com (email) ll http://www. intercon.com/ (web) http://www.intercon.com/newpi/interserver2.html 


To leam more about InterServer Publisher, send email to 
interserver@intercon.com or connect via Web at 
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er-savvy to deal with the technicalities of 
Zipped files originating from an FTP site. 
The games that are collected here are all 
freeware, shareware, and demos, so | was 
able to get immediate satisfaction. (I just 
downloaded a game and started playing 
it.) Most of the games are for PCs, but Mac 
heads are probably used to that kind of 
balance already, 

The homepage is pretty basic in its 
organization, with a list of links to the 
various resources. These include the 
Newest Games page (an index of all the 
games on the archive), Peter's Top Ten MS 
DOS 3D games, The Doom Upgrade page, 
Games of all Kinds, etc. These pages also 
offer some direction about which games 
are good in specific gaming genres. The 
graphic look of the site is a cross between 
completely un-enhanced HTML and super- 
enhanced. B= 

— WKC 


The Kooks Museum 
http://www.teleport.com/~dkossy/ 


From the author of Kooks: A Guide To The 
Outer Limits of Human Belief comes the 
Kooks Museum, a collection of ideas from 
the fringes of human thinking. When | 
heard about the site, | instantly imagined 
a wacky place full of humorous and non- 
sensical theories. To a certain degree, 
that’s what | found at the Kooks Museum. 
However, on the whole, this particular site 
is much less wacky than it is complex and 
enlightening. 

Sure, there are entries, like the "End 


Zigzag through wild thoughts and mental madness 
at the Kooks Museum, 


32 the net 


of the World” prophecies, that might easi- 
ly be described as wild rantings. But oth- 
ers, such as the story of Dr. John Richard 
Brinkley, an experimental doctor from 
Kansas, are well-written and make for 
interesting reading. The overall tone of 
the site is neither serious nor hilarious, but 
somewhere in between. The site could best 
be described as a place where serious 
thinkers accidentally zig instead of zag, 
and want to share their findings along the 
way. A 

— Patrick Baggatta 


Man or Astroman? Web 
Pages of Cosmic Insanity 
http://www.astroman.com/ 


What do surf music and old sci-fi movies 
have in common? Until the birth of a band 
called Man or Astroman?, nothing much 
aside from the fact that both were born in 


Welcome to The Man or Astro-man? Web Pages! 


Man, or Astroman? maintains pages of cosmic 
insanity, with Info on what it’s doing on earth. 


the sos. But Man or Astroman? has mar- 
tied surfing musical style to a sci-fi 
theme, creating a new concept for 

the gos. 

Man or Astroman's sci-fi side makes 
it pretty technology-friendly, so it's not 
surprising the band maintains its own 
Web site. The great thing about visiting 
an official band site is that there’s always 
lots of material, since there are no copy- 
tight violation issues to worry about. It's 
also likely that the discography you find 
there is error-free. 

Unfortunately, the band hasn't put 
up any downloadable song clips. There is 
@ video, however. The fact that it’s six 
megs means that only the really devoted 
fan will be willing to go through the hour- 
long download. The band’s newsletter is 
also available here, although if you join 
the fan club, you'll get it anyway. It 
makes amusing reading for the casual 
(internet) surfer, though it could be pretty 
confusing to anybody who doesn’t know 
the band. Hopefully, Man or Astroman? 
will continue to expand these pages and 
offer up some original content. C 

— WKC 


INETROPOLIS 


ersion 2 


Netropolis, 2 Monopoly-like game of virtual corpo- 
rate expansion, can be played for free over the net. 


Netropolis 
http://www.delphi.co.uk/delphi/ 
interactive/simcam/ 


Netropolis is an online game that can be a 
lot of fun if you have plenty of time on 
your hands and/or a pretty fast internet 
connection. ! would describe it as either a 
kind of free-form monopoly, or the anti- 
Sim City. 

The game was set up by Delphi UK, so 
the local currency that’s used is pounds. 
But that doesn't make a whole lot of dif- 
ference since the object is to gain as much 
money as possible. As the game begins, 
you'll see an open countryside criss- 
crossed by a few roads. You're instructed 
to build a corporate headquarters, after 
which you're given 10,000 pounds to buy 
more land and build stores, restaurants, 
movie theaters, discos, etc. Of course, the 
other players compete for the same land, 
and try to build more and better places. 
Besides just outbuilding your opponents, 
the game lets you actively work against 
them by running corporate takeovers of 
their properties, or vandalizing and 
destroying their establishments. Like Sim 
City, the game keeps on running whether 
or not you're logged in, so even in your 
absence, your corporation will continue to 
make money depending on how many 
stores you've opened, and other players 
can log in and do evil things to your 
establishments, 

Netropolis is very image-intensive, 
So expect to spend a lot of time waiting. 
It might be more worthwhile to simply 
buy a video game, though Netropolis is 


free to play. One morbid note: the graph- 
ic of the desk in your headquarters shows, 
in the lower right-hand drawer, a gun. 
You need to click on it if you want out of 
the game. Be 

— WKC 


Space Age Bachelor 

Pad Music 
http://www.users.interport.net/ 
~joholmes/index.html 


It's September in 1960, and you've just 
returned to your modern bachelor's apart 
ment with the latest Esquivel LP, "Infinity 
in Sound.” You know that this is the 
record to really push the limits of your hi- 
fi RCA stereo. You open the wood cabinet 


om 


‘The Space Age Bachelor Pad Music Web site is hl- 
fidelity on the Internet. 


door, put the record on the spindle, and 
gently let the tone arm down on the first 
track. Groovy. 

It's not 1960 anymore, and you don’t 
have to be a bachelor to appreciate the 
genre of space age pop produced by such 
artists as Esquivel, Martin Denny, and 
Ferrante & Teicher in the late sos and early 
6os. The Space Age Bachelor Pad Music 
Web site is the work of a devoted fan and 
chronicler. 

The amount of information here is 
pretty overwhelming, with complete 
discographies of a number of composers, 
many of whom have long been out of 
print. The homepage is sort of a bulletin 
board for the latest news in space age 
pop. This seems strange, since the genre 
died out more than 30 years ago, though 
the current resurgence of interest has led 
many record companies to release new 
compilations. The archive section of the 
site has a list of the top zo (in the site’s 
owner's opinion) space age pop songs, a 
list of composers and their discographies, 
a gallery of weird album covers, a guide 
to current lounges and zines, and a link to 
WFMU, a radio station Web site with a 
some space age pop records for sale. 

The site, though very full, is well- 
designed, making good use of tables to 
separate categories. There’s an excellent 
special section on Esquivel, with pictures 


and sound clips placed within the text to 
illustrate various points. This site knows 
cool. A 

— WKC 


TVT TV Themes 
http:/Iwww.tvtrecords.com/tvbytes/ 


An entire site devoted to TV theme songs? 
It seems strange at first, but come to think 
of it, what's more treasured in American 
culture than TV theme songs? 


TV Bytes: 


The . WWW TY ‘Themes Home Page, H 


All those theme songs that you heard over and 


over again are collected here. 


Behind this odd collection of sound 
bytes is TVT Records, a New York-based 
record label. Though the site is good fun 
fora little while, there’s unfortunately not 
much depth here. Sure, all your favorite 
shows from the sos through the gos are 
represented here, and you can even 
download some valuable sound software if 
you want it, but mostly it seems as though 
this site is meant to be little more than a 
novelty stop. 

Its biggest problems, though, are the 
overall lack of attention to organization, 
and the omission of a search mechanism. 
Then again, if you're just itching to hear 
the theme song from "Gilligan’s Island,” 
this is the place to visit. C+ 

—Patrick Baggatta 


The Ultimate TV List 
http://tvnet.com/UTVL/utvi.html 


If you still need proof that we live in the 
age of the almighty television and every- 
thing it stands for, then perhaps you 
should spend some time at The Ultimate 
TV List Web site. This site will probably 
make life more bearable for those of us 
who've come to crave the mediocre mush 
spewed forth by the TV. 

From news to trivia, network hits to 
syndicated wonders, this site’s got it all. 
There are also links to official and unoffi- 
cial TV-influenced Web sites around the 
net, as well as plenty of newsgroups. 
You'll find an impressive list of mailing 
addresses for all your favorite shows, 
which could definitely lead to all sorts of 
fun. But perhaps the most fun will be 
found at the TV Trivia Quiz. Basically, if 


Wise = @, 
is @) 


Odd, isn’t It, that all these TV sites are on the 
Web? Isn't it supposed to be the antl-TV medium? 


it's on the tube, it’s on The Ultimate TV 
List. The presentation is simple and easy 
to understand (much like the medium 
that's the inspiration for the site). A 

— Patrick Baggatta 


Useless Pages of 

the WWW 
http://www.primus.com/staff! 
paulp/useless.html 


= There are plenty of directories on 
the Internet that attempt to order the con- 
fusion, and it’s probably the nature of 
net.heads that Useless Pages of the WWW 
was one of the early entrants (as was 
Mirsky's Worst of the Web at http:// 
mirsky.turnpike.net/wow/Worst. 
html). Anybody can point out the good, 
but there is an art to finding the bad. 

Of course, there's a fine distinction 
between something that's useless and 
something that's plain bad. Paul Phillips, 
the executive producer of Useless Pages, 
has a couple of quotes to justify the effort 
he's put into his site (e.g., Bertrand 
Russell's “There is much pleasure to be 
gained from useless knowledge”). 

The homepage is mostly just text that 
rambles through comments about why 
these pages exist (e.g., somebody posted 
a list of the CDs he owns on the Web) to 
acknowledgments of contributors toa 
blurb about Primus Consulting (the com- 
pany where Paul works; it also owns the 
server where the Useless Pages live). 

Near the bottom of the homepage are 
listed the useless site and useless home- 
page of the week. The multitude of pages 
categorized as useless are divided into 
subjects such as cars, computers, guest- 
books, machines, pets, etc. My favorite 
category is The Uselessness of Wackos, 
which lists such pages as the oo Web site 


donee 


" America's Funniest Home Hypermedia’” 


Just because something Isn't useful, doesn't mean 
it's not worthwhile. 
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Fin Web 


http://www.finweb.com/ 


Have you been hunting around in vain 
for economics and finance-related sites 
on the net? Search no more. FINWeb, 
managed by James R. Garven, an assis- 
tant professor at the Graduate School of 
Business Administration at the 
University of Texas at Austin, is a well- 
organized list of economics and finance 
links, 

There's stuff here for academics, 
private investors, and those seeking to 
assess the state of electronic com- 
merce on the net. 

FINWeb is neatly divided into four 
sections. Electronic Publishing contains 
a list of journals and working papers, 
Databases has links to stuff like the 
EDGAR development site at New York 
University’s Stern School, an experimen- 
tal stock market page from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and summary statistics for major inter- 
national financial markets. You can visit 
other finance and economics Web 
servers (like the Kiwi Club Web server, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia, the World Bank, the RAND 
Corporation, and the Chinese Finance 
Association). The Miscellaneous section 
has great links to such sites as 
Andersen Consulting, BizWeb, and 
WealthWEB. 

The premise of FINWeb is good, 
though there's a tisk that it will quickly 
grow out of date, 

Nonetheless, FINWEb is a good 
example of a resource site that makes 
sense of the unwieldy and vast amount 
of information available on the net. If 
you're a financial person, you'll want it 
‘on your hotlist. A» 


FINWeb organizes the economics and finance 
links on the Web. 
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(http://www.spies.com/oo/), a site too 
strange to be explained, and the Ghosts 
Under the Bed site (http://www.users. 
interport.net/~fly/Houston/ 
GhostWatcher/index.html), a page 
featuring five cameras pointed under 
some woman's bed to find out if there are 
ghosts under there. B+ 

— WKC 


Web Spot: The Mobile 
Electric Wonderzine 
http://www.culturewave.com/ 
culturewavelspotlindex.html 


It’s a lucky day when the avid Web surfer 
comes across a site with a bit of original 
content. With a cry of “Eureka!,” the surfer 
will begin to avidly read anything from 
stories about penguins to information on 
submarine cables. Web Spot is a rich vein 
of original content provided by those 


aren't any return-to-home buttons at the 
bottom of these pages, A» 


—WKC 


Fidelity 


Investments 


Fidelity Investments, the nation's largest 
mutual fund company and the second- 
largest discount brokerage firm, has cre 
ated a great Web site that actually lives 
up to its mission of providing "investors 
with the information and assistance they 
need to make more informed choices.” 
When | visited, the site was running 
two pretty neat contests. One was the 
Fidelity Investment Challenge Cost, a 
stock-picking game offering a first place 
prize of $10,000, Players, who had to pay 


an entry fee of $49.95, got a fic- 
tional portfolio of $250,000 to 
invest as they saw fit. There was 
also a Guess the Dow Contest, in 
which players attempted to 
guess the Dow's actual closing 
price on a particular day (Oct. 
16). First prize was an NEC triple- 
speed CD-ROM drive. 


Not to be confused with The Spot, Web Spot Is a collection of 
travel stories from around the world. 


modern-day explorers, college students 
on vacation. Focusing mostly on travel 
stories, Web Spot features first-hand 
accounts of trips to exotic locales, from 
Atlanta to Bosnia. There are also other 
original contributions, including a comic 
strip and interviews. 

Although they're written by college 
students, Web Spot's stories should 
appeal to people of all ages who like to 
read travelogues. In some cases quite seri- 
ous and at other times full of college-like 
goofiness, these stories cover a broad 
range 

The newest story when | was there 
was about working on a fishing boat in 
Alaska, a popular summer job for stu- 
dents, Besides describing pretty awful 
working conditions, it had an interesting 
angle about supplying McDonald's outlets 
with filets of fish. 

Web Spot should be adding content 
frequently, so it’s probably a good site to 
te-visit. The pages have nice graphics, but 
make sure you know how to use the navi- 
gation buttons on your browser. There 


The site is not all fun and games, 
though. It has a Regional Events 
calendar consisting of a yellow map of the 
U.S. Click on a state, and you'll get a list of 
exciting seminars (e.g., “Annuities for the 
90s,"."The Power of Professional Asset 
Management”) in various cities. The site 
also lets you download PC investment 
management software, find fixed-income 


[Fidelity Investments 
Information Center 
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Everything from fun (contests and prizes) to Invest- 
ment software is found at the Fidelity site, 


securities, request prospectuses and appli- 
cations for Fidelity mutual funds via e- 
mail, and more. Would-be investors are 
kept informed by a news section and an 
area that contains current market informa- 
tion and investment strategies. 

The server is fast, the site is cleanly 
designed and easy to navigate, and there's 
even a text-only server for those using a 
dial-up connection. Ax 

—MS 


Open the Door to 


THE! 
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ERNET: 


Open the door to the Internet! 


—The Net magazine 9/95 


FarthLink Network™ is proud to announce the release of ‘TotalAccess, 
a complete software and Internet connection package for both 
Windows and Windows 95. ToralAccess makes accessing the Internet 
easier than ever! 


TotalAccess includes Netscape Navigator”, award-winning Internet 
access software, Eudora, the most popular Internet e-mail software in 
the world, and everything you need to register for complete Internet 


Netscape Navigator is powerful 
Internet access software. PC Magazine 
“Editor's Choice” award winner. 


cand download it, Ensure you ha 


Eudora E-mail is the most popular your terminal software. From th 
Internet e-mail program in 


the world, 


Online help and how-to gives you 
everything from Internet basis to tips & 


. ae . have TotalAc at he a 
tricks on finding what you're looking for. aiid 


a 
é 
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EarthLink Network, Inc. 3171 Los Feliz 


EarthLink provides dial up Internet access to 


ACCESS = 


Get TotalAccess right now! 
Using your modem, dial into our BBS ot 213-644-9291, 
PC: With your terminal set to 8,N,1 (standard). Select tawin.exe 


{in the directory you downloaded tawin.exe into), run tawin.exe 
to decompress TotalAccess. From the Windows Program Manager 
File menu, choose Run, Click Browse and find the setup.exe file 
in the same directory os the tawin.exe. Click OK to install the 
registration software and get started. 


Or just call our sales department at 1-800-395-8425 and request 


This software is your 
key to the Internet! 


Find TotalAccess on the 


Or call our BBS and get 
‘ it right now 
Or call us and 
we'll send it to you! 


Today! 


access in 5 minutes. Best of all, the software is FREE with your 
registration! We even include a free 100k home page with your account! 


TotalAccess offers inexpensive dial-up access for as little as $19.95 per 
month from most major cities in the United States. Access with speeds 
of up to 28.8k bps! 
ToralAccess also includes the least expensive national toll-free 800 
access in the world! 


FREE tech support 800 number with 
our friendly technical support staff 
at 1-800-395-8410, 


ve the binary option selected on P tag 
e DOS prompt Earthlink Network Registration 
sets up your Internet account 


in 5 minutes. 


TotalAccess Internet Dialer 
connects you to EarthLink Network 
at up to 28,800 bps. 


q 


Boulevard, Suite 203, Los Angeles, CA 90039 Fax: 213-644-9510 


S 


Info via e-mail: info@earthlink.net Live human via e-mail: sales@earthlink.net 


over 110 cities in the U.S., ISDN, Frame Relay and TI service. 


if We are also one of the largest Web space providers in the United States. 


EarthLink Network, inc. Trademarks are property 
pe Navigator and the Netscape Communications 


of their respective owners. Netscape Communications, Netscape, 
logo are trademarks of Netscape Communications Corporation. 
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SurfWatch 
Manufacturer: SurfWatch 
Software, Inc. 

Platform: DOS, Windows, 
Macintosh 

Contact: 415 948 9500 
Price: $49.95 U.S. 


With all the hype about adult-oriented 

materials being freely available on the 

Internet, various entrepreneurs are rush- 

@ Blocked by... | 

surFQ)warce. 
(==) 
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Guess which links on this page caused SurfWatch 
to intervene and stop me from going any further. 


ing to market with products that give 
users the ability to filter out offensive 
material. SurfWatch Software, Inc. is 
another manufacturer to jump on this 
bandwagon. 

The company maintains a central 
database of Web sites, newsgroups, and 
other types of Internet resources contain- 
ing sexual content that the SurfWatch 
software will prevent a computer from 
accessing. The SurfWatch service costs 
$5.95 per month. For that price, users can 
automatically access the company 
database over the Internet and have the 
software updated on banned sites. The 
problem with this scheme is that the 
SurfWatch company is the one deciding 
which sites to block, although it claims to 
be open to suggestions about whether 
particular sites should be censored or not. 
This puts control in the hands of the com- 
pany, instead of the individual, and also 
makes it a race to see whether your kid or 
SurfWatch is first to find an obscene site. 

The software itself is very easy to 
install, and once it's working, you never 
see it until it blocks a site. It uses pass- 
word control to turn itself off and on, so 
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you can conveniently free up your com- 
puter once the kids have gone to sleep. As 
a protective measure, the software can't 
be removed without the installation 
diskette and the pass word. Your nine- 
year-old computer whiz won't be able to 
just delete a file to get rid of it. 

It's also a very smooth program. 
When | attempted to look at an alt.sex 
newsgroup, the newsreader told me there 
were no articles available. On the Web, a 
dialog box from SurfWatch appeared, 
informing me | couldn't go to a certain 
site. Since America Online has licensed the 
SurfWatch software and database to use 
as its parental controls, SurfWatch is 
redundant for AOL subscribers. B 

— WKC 


Homer.94 IRC Client 
Manufacturer: Blue Cow Software 
Platform: Macintosh 

Contact: http://www.inc.net/ 
disks/mac/ 

Price: $25 U.S. 


What would you say if | told you I've 
found a program to bring IRC (Intemet 
Relay Chat) alive? Do you even use IRC? 
Who even knows what it is (real-time 
chatting, or typing, to other people on the 
net)? Well, I've found such a program: 
Homer. It’s so good it'll make it fun for 
you to learn about IRC and stick around to 
use it. 


Homer is a shareware IRC client that 
has a super-smooth graphical interface 
(which has the feel of an important super- 
jet cockpit), tons of gadgets with which to 


Using Homer is kind of like piloting a super jet in a 
flight sim game. 


organize your IRC travels, and an option 
to IRC-paint. Yes, make pictures for online 
exchange with others. Forget about archa- 
ic cryptic IRC commands. Homer has a 
snazzy menu bar and cool window icons 
that'll take care of things like nicknames, 
private messages, and channel topic 
names with point-and-click ease. 

New users beware, though. Homer's 


trickster creator has set a few traps, sure 


to cause at least a few embarrassing 
encounters, All the basic settings (your 
nickname, organization, channel titles, 
and destinations) have “funny” defaults 
that need to be changed in set-up. You 
wouldn't want your IRC nickname to be 
“IRC Newbie,” would you? 

As an IRC fan, I'm pleased with 
Homer and I'd recommend that other IRC 
fans (or would-be fans) give it a try. 
There's a downloadable copy at 
http://http://www.inc.net/disks/mac/ 
homerirc934,sea.bin, or from 
ftp://ftp.tidbits.com/pub/tidbits/tisk/ 
tcp/homer-094.hqx. A= 


— BG 


Internet: A Knowledge 
Odyssey Business 
Edition CD-ROM 
Manufacturer: MindQ 
Publishing, Inc. 

Platform: Windows 3.1 and 95 
Contact: 800 646 3008 

Price: $59.95 U.S. 


The Knowledge Odyssey CD-ROM is the 
perfect instructional tool for corporate 
types who know nothing about the 
Internet but who, sensing its growing 
importance to sales and marketing, want 
to get up to speed quickly. 

The reason is that this CD-ROM pre- 
cisely and smoothly mimics the World 
Wide Web interface, using a window with 
control buttons along the left side and 
bottom. The window displays the volumes 
of information contained on the CD-ROM. 
There's a nice graphic image on the home- 
page, which has seven options to choose 
from: Tours, Sites of Interest, Table of 
Contents, Glossary, Software, Frequently 
Asked Questions, and Connect to the 
Internet. 


The tours are step-by-step interac- 
tive tutorials on various subjects concern- 
ing business and the Internet. They start 
with the most basic topic — what is the 


Se = 


This CD-ROM has a well-designed interface that's 
both aesthetic and informativ 


Internet? — and continue on to such 
advanced subjects as how to author a Web 
page. Particularly good are the tours that 
focus on how the Internet can help a busi- 
ness. You'll find a very general rundown 
on information dispersal, as well as nuts- 
and-bolts information about setting up a 
connection. And MindQ's interface makes 
this learning process pretty enjoyable. A 
—WKC 


First Aid 95 for Windows 
Manufacturer: CyberMedia 
Platform: Windows 

Contact: 310 843 0800 

Price: $19.95 U.S. 


First Aid 95 promises to do what thousands 
of technicians, consultants, and system 
administrators have been spending count- 
less hours on: make Microsoft Windows 
run correctly. 

| figured | would put this product to 
the gun by running it on the test PC we 


AI 
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First Aid 95 was developed to fix all your Windows 
95 technical problems. 
have here in the office. Over the last six 
months, this poor Pentium has had a 
bunch of applications, operating systems, 
and online services installed, then delet- 
ed. Anybody familiar with PCs should 
know the havoc this wreaks on the drivers 
and the system, not to mention the net- 
work connections, 

| figured | could clean up the PC’s 
TCP configuration using First Aid 95's “Fix 
Online/Network” main screen button. 
While the software was very easy to use, it 
only had a set number of things it could 
do, It looked at the PC's modem and said 
it worked, which | already knew, because 
I'd used it the day before. Next, | tried 
the "Trim Applications” button in order to 
see if | could get rid of the accumulated 
trash on the hard disk. A window 
appeared with a list of applications that | 
could choose to trim. | quickly realized 
that | hadn’t ever had any of these appli- 
cations on this system, though. 


First Aid 95 has a fixed base of appli- 
cations it knows about; it won't scan your 
disk looking for installed applications. It 
does have a crash protector that will 
intercept things like General Protection 
errors, and allow you to save any work on 
the desktop. Its relatively low price is 
probably justified by the "Fix Multimedia” 
option, which looks for sound and video 
cards, and CD-ROM players, and config- 
ures them to work, except that Windows 
95 already does this to a certain degree. 


— WKC 


BBEdit 3.5 

Manufacturer: Bare Bones Software 
Platform: Macintosh 

Contact: http://www.tiac.net! 
biz/bbsw/, or bbsw@netcom.com, 
or 508 651 3561 

Price: $119 U.S. 


| should say up front that | use BBEdit to 
create most of The Net's Web pages. 
BBEdit is a bare-bones text editor: it 
doesn’t take up that much space on disk 
— 625K for the application — and it does- 
n't need a lot of RAM — 602K minimum. 
Yet it takes full advantage of Power Macs 
and is feature-rich (any Redmond-based 
software companies taking note?). The 
main reason | find BBEdit so useful is its 
Unix-like find-and-replace functions, 
which not so incidentally are super-pow~ 
erful. | also like the drag-and-drop sup- 
port, which lets me grab parts of other 
documents when creating a new one. | use 
this feature so often that | become frus- 
trated when using applications that don't 
support dragging. 

BBEdit was originally designed for 
programmers. It's become popular as an 
HTML editor through third-party add-ons 
like Lindsay Davies’ HTML extensions 
(included in the BBEdit package). But why 
don’t | just use a WYSIWYG (What You See 
Is What You Get) HTML editor? Other than 
the fact that it’s been so long since I've 
edited styled text that | can't remember 
what the bold button does, | feel these 
editors are more trouble than they're 
worth. Sure, it's great to be able to click 
on a window and have an HTML command 
inserted, but | still have to know what that 
command is. Using a keyboard macro is 
much quicker than using a bunch of win- 
dows. I've got a great setup with BBEdit 
(it's AppleScriptable, too, so | can auto~ 
mate a lot of my work). 
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So, when | heard that Bare Bones 
released a new version that is supposed to 
be god's greatest gift to HTML coding, | 
wondered what it could possibly have 
improved. 

Most of the version 3.5 upgrade fea~ 
tures add ease and elegance to the user 
interface, A Windows Palette serves both 
as a list of open documents and as a doc- 
ument launcher. Simply drag a text file 
from the Finder to the Palette and whiz! 
bang! it’s open! With a quick glance at 
this palette, you can see which documents 
haven't been saved. Very nice, indeed. 

The other major feature enhancement 
is the "group" concept. If you have a 
group of text files you work with regularly 
(say, a Web site), you can define a group 
document that keeps track of these files as 
simply as pointing-and-double-clicking. 
You use the group window like the 
Windows palette, to open files, save them, 
or find and replace items within each file. 


BBEDIt Is an Ideal text editor for Web authors, 
with a rich selection of features. 


The group system works well for the most 
part, However, | did find that files "for- 
got” that they were part of a group if | 
moved them toa different hard drive. 

The window enhancements are useful 
upgrades, but only if you have a big 
monitor. Otherwise, they just get in the 
way. What does BBEdit 3.5 offer to the 
coder on a 14-inch monitor? Well, there's 
a pop-up menu in the toolbar that reads 
in the HTML tags ina file. You use the 
menu to quickly jump to a section of 
your page. 

All in all, BBEdit 3.5 is a solid 
upgrade to an already powerful text edi- 
tor. Web masters with big monitors will 
find the new features extremely useful for 
maintaining their sites, but the upgrades 
aren't the bulk of its amazing functionali- 
ty. The original specs are what make it 
great. Oh, and if you're one of the 12 peo- 
ple who use PowerTalk, you can use BBEdit 
to read your e-mail. Ax 
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Email Connection 
Manufacturer: Connectsoft 
Platform: Windows 3.1 and 95 
Contact: 206 827 6467 

Price: $49.95 U.S. 


This is a dream come true for the plan- 
ner/organizer types of the online world. If 
you or someone you know has an obses- 
sion with card catalogs, Roladexes, or 
Filofaxes, or if you are part of a group of 
e-mailing people who share a computer, 
read on. Email Connection is a sorting of 
e-mail database/mail manager that can 
handle multiple users or multiple accounts 
from one user, Not only can you store e~ 
mail addresses for quick reference, but 
you have options to add in snail mail, fax, 
and pager info so you can keep all your 
correspondence data in one place, the 
same place you'll use to send 

e-mail. Nice. 

Whether you have an online service 
account from CompuServe or Prodigy, an 
Internet Slip/PPP account, or direct access 
through a T1, Email Connection will fetch 
and sort your mail. Filtering (sorting) 
incoming mail, creating address books, 
customizing mail schedules, and setting 
up folder systems to store previously read 
messages are just the start of the climb. 
You can also send faxes and postal mail. 
Yes, you e-mail a message to a service 
that in turn sends your electronic version 
via snail mail to anyone anywhere in the 
world. Smooth, 


Setting up an address book with Email Connection 
is quick and easy. 


The program does so much it's easy 
to assume that set-up and installation 
would be difficult, but that's just not true. 
This is an entirely complex program made 
simple. The first time you compose a mes- 
sage, configure a new user, or add names 
to an address book, Email Connection 
bombards the screen with a barrage of 
help windows (all with an option that will 
let you never have to see that window 
again, which is much appreciated), These 
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help windows are surprisingly 


helpful. Unlike the usual use 


less hand-holding devices 
found in far too many pro- 
grams, the instructions are 
pointed, easy to understand, 


Do This 


Select Whack Levels... from the Options menu. 


‘You will see the Whack Levels dialog. 
Do this step, then dick the right arrow. 


and make reading the manual 
almost unnecessary. Less confi- 
dent users can choose to see 
help windows again and again 
until they feel they really 
understand it. 

The graphical interface is 
customizable, too, which allows 
users to set colors, fonts, and even levels 
of complex functions, Set the preference 
on “easy” if you're an e-mail newbie or 
“advanced” if you're an Internet pro. 
Finally, a program that addresses the 
needs of some people, but doesn’t cause 
road blocks for others. This software will 
end the need for multiple mail managers 
ona single computer. Woo Woo. Email 
Connection gets a bunch of gold stars. A 

— BG 


WebWhacker vi.o (beta) 
Manufacturer: The 

ForeFront Group 

Platform: Windows and Macintosh 
Contact: 800 867 1101 or 
http://www.ffg.com 

Price: $49.95 U.S. 


If you pay an hourly connection charge 
for Internet access, or don’t want to tie up 
your phone line while surfing, 
WebWhacker will save you money and 
time. It's a new product from the 
Forefront Group, the folks who make 
GrabNet, WebWhacker “whacks” external 
Web sites and saves them as local files for 
off-line reading. 

WebWhacker will whack one file, the 
links from that URL, and entire Web sites, 
and link the whacked local pages ona 
table of contents. You can see at a glance 
which pages have been whacked, and 
which still need whacking, by looking at 
the group window. The links button shows 
you the links from a particular page; they 
can be added to the group for future 
whacking. The info window lets you know 
when a page was last modified on the 
remote site and when you whacked the 
page, as well as what are the links from 
the page and which images are on it. Yes, 
there's a whole lot of whacking going on. 

The Macintosh version comes with an 
AppleGuide tutorial that's accessible from 


ForeFront:GrabNet ¥2.0 for Macintosh  http://www.fg.com/gnr 
ForeFront: WebWhecker ¥ 1.0 Beta for F http://www ffg.co 
ForeFront: GrabNet ¥1.0 for Windows _http://www.ffy.com/gnwi 
ForeFront: WebWhacker ¥1.0 Beta for ¥ http://www.f19.com/wwwil 


the help menu when WebWhacker is the 
front-most application. The tutorial walks 
you through the steps of creating a new 
group, adding URLs to be whacked, and 
other features of the program. A quick- 
start guide and a sample group are also 
available from the help menu. 

WebWhacker works. It’s fast, and you 
can leave it whacking in the background 
while you work on something else. The 
Macintosh version has the option of saving 
the local files with DOS-compatible file~ 
names. Occasionally, WebWhacker would, 
lock up my Macintosh. 

While all features are fully functional, 
| do have a few quibbles with the inter- 
face. There was a reason | changed my 
highlight color in the "Colors" control 
panel. | like purple. If | wanted text to 
highlight in black and white, | would have 
chosen black as my highlight color. Oh, 
the point? When you select an URL in 
WebWhacker's group menu, the feedback 
from the program is the inversion of a 
rectangle around the URL. This is function 
al, but hardly elegant. 

Also, some features took time to pro- 
cess, but the cursor remained an arrow. | 
wasn’t sure if the program had frozen. 

On the other hand, | did test a beta 
version of the product, Hopefully, these 
interface concerns and the occasional 
crashes will be resolved in the release 
version. 

And WebWhacker does something 
that no other program does. | was able to 
produce several sections of the netPowER 
CD-ROM with WebWhacker. 

Download a 30-day trial version of 
WebWhacker from Forefront’s Web site, 
The demo is fully functional, except 
whacked sites have a "Whacked by 
WebWhacker” banner at the top of each 
page. B 
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To help solve 
this mystery, 
here's your first clue. 
This is not 
the murderer. 


Evectronic Ants 
srupios 


http://www.ed.cofn/eastudios.html 


Psy chic Detective 


A sy mystery for your PC-CD, 300 and PlayStation. 
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Bob Powell & Karen Wickre 
Atlas to the World Wide Web Ziff-Davis Press 800 688 0448 


ISBN: 1-56276-308-3 $29.95 U.S. 


At first glance, | was prepared to be disappointed. There's a gazillion directories to the 
Internet and the Web out there, and new ones seem to sprout up every day. All attempt 
to map an extremely transitory world. And, when | looked at the table of contents of this 
directory, | saw that the first part of the book takes only 55 pages to discuss the history 
of the Web, how to get connected, how to use a browser, and even how to code HTML! 

After reading it, though, all | can say is: I'm impressed. The overview in part one is 
clear and concise without getting into overly heavy detail. It’s likely to provide people 
just getting started on the net with excellent insight into the Web. 

Part two lists a whole bunch of Web sites, with short descriptions of them. For a 
directory, it's a pretty good read. The book comes with a CD-ROM (because everything 
must come with a CD-ROM these days) that contains the entire text of the book. This 
makes the directory part much more useful because you don't have to type all those odd 
strings into a browser; instead, the site addresses can reside on your computer. My only 
criticism of the book is that, because of the rapidly changing nature of Web technology, 
the summary in part one could have been extended another 20 pages to cover the latest 
developments. As 


—wkc 
Steve Davis & Pam Dixon 
rs rts Prima Publishing 916 632 4400 
pe Navigator 1.1 ISBN: 0-7615-0239-4 $24.95 U.S. 


This book is yet another attempt to unveil the mysteries of the Web for beginners. It 
focuses on using Netscape Navigator 1.1, which is good because Navigator is the best Web 
browser out there. 

But it was kind of a dumb idea to focus so exclusively on version 1.1. The authors 
must have been aware that a newer version was on the horizon, and has indeed been 
unveiled by now. And really, Navigator is a pretty intuitive piece of software. A brochure 
could tell you everything you need to know to use it. The excessively simple style of writ- 
ing the authors employ seems to indicate that this book is intended for people who aren't 
very smart. Well, | don't know anybody this stupid. In fact, if there are people this stupid 
out there, they're going to have a hard time with all the text in this book. 

They would also probably screw up their Windows configurations while trying to 
follow the authors’ recommendations on editing .INI files. The first 10 pages, meant to be 
an introduction to the Web and Netscape, are so poorly organized that | really hope no 
beginners get their hands on this book. The only useful information | found was in the 
section on setting up multiple copies of Navigator for different service providers. D 

— WK 
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Que Corporation 800 428 5331 
Web Site ISBN: 0-7897-0210x $39.99 


Running A Perfect h David M. Chandler 


Thorough. Accurate. Comprehensive. It reads a bit like a college text book, but Running a 
Perfect Web Site is a good resource, particularly for anyone who's decided to run a Web 
server but needs some serious guidance. The book is thick, with an ominously huge CD- 
ROM companion that’s loaded with software spanning everything from client server utilities 
for e-mail (Eudora, Pegasus, and RFD Mail), Gopher, FTP, and the Web to HTML editors 
(HoTMetal, HTML Writer, and Web Wizard). There's also Web and mail server software for 
Unix and Windows boxes. In fact, all of this software is for Unix and/or Windows platforms, 
Sorry, Mac friends, 

Most impressive is the book's obviously educated interpretation of the Intemet — 
how it developed, what it is now, and where it may be headed. The information is well- 
Supported with pages of tables and documented statistics, which will help potential Web 
mavens decide about what services to provide to which markets. There's a national list of 
leased-line providers to further help get you started, plus a great section on how to orga- 
nize content on top of all the tekkie-tekkie stuff. This is very, very good for $39.99. A 

— 86 


How to Grow Your Vince Emory 


Coriolis Group Books 800 410 0192 
Business on the Internet ° ISBN: 1:883577-292 $24.99 U.S. 


The old-school Internet mindset goes into flame mode when it sees book titles like this, 
but get used to it, bubby. Commerce on the Internet has started and it’s only going to 
increase. 

This book is very good at advising readers on how not to offend the indigent 
Internet population. But that’s just a small portion of what Vince Emory has to offer in his 
book. He states a number of times that it's meant for business people, and he does doa 
great job of addressing the issues that will confront anyone who tries and gets his/her 
company online. 

While the book has useful information for home-grown start-ups, much of the focus 
seems to be on the corporate manager trying to convince senior management that an 
Internet presence would be a good idea. The first few chapters cover costs and technical 
aspects of getting access, giving enough information for a non-techie to understand the 
language of the local system administrator (who should be cringing at this prospect). 

Chapter five is an excellent run-down of the dangers facing a company that goes 
online, followed by a set of steps for Internet success. The final chapters deal with how to 
conduct business online, including Internet-friendly strategies for marketing and adver- 
tising. The book is organized and very well-written, and it's packed with information. 
While many business-on-the-Intemet books are just get-rich-quick schemes, this one is a 
great, practical guide through an issue that’s facing more and more corporations. A 
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—WKC 
VRML: Browsing and Mark Pests 

rH New Riders Publishing 800 653 6156 
Building Cyberspace ISBN: 156205-4988 $40 U.S. 


What's VRML (Virtual Reality Modeling Language)? It's a new standard on the net that 
will let you model and move around an environment in three dimensions (see “The Future 
of the Web: HTML 3.0 and VRML" in The Net 03, pages 56-63, or visit http://www. 
thenet-usa.com/mag/back/0895/vrml.html). Why should you care about it? Check 
out pages 44-1 of this issue of The Net for a glimpse at what's possible in VRML, as well 
asa look at how VRML will change the face of the Web. Want to use VRML? Go to your 
local bookstore and BUY this book. 

Most books about the internet that I've seen so far seem to have no purpose. Oh, 
they'll teach you how to read newsgroups or browse the Web, but they won't explain 
why you would want to do these things. But VRML: Browsing and Building Cyberspace is 
different. Mark Pesce is a visionary; he wants you to be a part of his future, and this book 
is his bully pulpit. Well, maybe that's a bit strong. Pesce sees VRML (which he helped to 
define) as one of the building blocks of cyberspace. He wants you to use these building 
blocks, and he wrote this book to show you how. 

The first section lays a foundation for what’s to come by explaining what 
cyberspace is and how to use a VRML browser. The next section describes the VRML file 
format with an example model of the solar system, built from scratch. Pesce starts with 
the sun, adding the earth and then the moon, in a step-by step format (though it gets 
increasingly more complex and is not necessarily for the faint of heart). 

Pesce also walks you through the modeling of a physical space using VRML model- 
ing tools, then describes the limitations of the current standards and suggests what to 
expect in the future. The accompanying CD-ROM has versions of two browsers, demos of 
modeling tools, various sample scripts, and the complete VRML file format specification. 

Be warned: This is not a book for beginmers. While the introduction, browser tutori- 
al, and conclusion are all quite readable, instructive, and inspiring, many of the techni- 
cal details in the rest of the book were over my head, and | consider myself a pretty tech- 
savvy cookie. However, if you are a Web master or mistress wondering how to integrate 
3D worlds into your Web site, or even an artist curious about the format of the future, 
this book is exactly what you need to learn how to create and serve VRML worlds. A= 

—KT 
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, Gregory Giagnocavo, Tim MeLain, Vince 
peacator's — Wide DiStefano, Chris Noonan Sturm, 
We ourgui & Eileen Maukapf 


Wentworth Worldwide Media, Inc. 


717 393 1000 
ISBN: 0-932577-16-4 $39.95 U.S. 


Put together by the staff of Classroom Connect, an Internet newsletter for K-12 educators 
(http://www.wentworth.com), this book and CD-ROM package encourages teachers 
to use the Internet as a "living textbook.” The intention is to help teachers tap into the 
constantly updated, vibrant, and richly in-depth resources available online, specifically 
on the World Wide Web. 

There are 11 chapters, divided by classroom subjects (e.g., art, business, foreign lan 
guages, geography, literature). Within each chapter are one~page, nicely done write-ups 
of Web sites. Each write-up has the site’s name and URL, a graphic image, a paragraph- 
long description, suggestions on how to incorporate the site into lesson plans, and a list 
of relates sites. 

To help entice Web-wary educators, there's a 16-page section of full-color screen 
shots of 48 Web sites. An appendix, though somewhat paternalistic in tone (the section 
on how the Web works cautions readers to “brace” themselves “for some techie talk 
here”), has info about Web software, how schools can find out about setting up Web 
pages, and other information resources, 

The CD-ROM (both Mac- and Windows-compatible) contains all the Web sites fea- 
tured in the book, including three to five links within each site, so that readers who don't 
have access to the Web can still "surf" the sites, Those with modems can hop onto the 
Web via the CD-ROM for a “live” tour. Also on the disc is Classroom Connect's entire Web 
site, which is linked to more than 300 education sites on the net. 

The sites chosen are so good, and the organization so well-done, that I'm going to 
be keeping this book on my shelf to help me use the net to educate myself. A 
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7, Judith A. Broadhurst 
biol ced To McGraw Hill 242 337 6000 
ne ices ISBN: 0-07-0241686 $19.95 U.S. 


| got this book in the mail and almost wet my pants. “Finally,” | thought: a book for 
women about online services, a book to show women what is available to them out in 
cyberspace, how to find it, and what to do when they get there, | was excited, 

As one of the first "for-women” books, Women’s Guide has a bigger and more 
daunting challenge than other such books to come, because there's no precedence yet 
and few "additional readings” to which the author can direct people. Consequently, 
Women's Guide to Online Services has taken a very broad subject (which should require 
many, many books) and jammed it into about 400 pages. All things considered — a lack 
of available data and research regarding women online and a mega-subject to tackle — 
Judith Broadhurst has accomplished an amazing feat. 

The book speaks to women of multiple socio-economic classes with diverse back- 
grounds and interests. It's for mothers who work, mothers who don't, women who are 
married, single, gay, straight, in the office, out of the office, and in school. Basically, any 
woman who hasn't quite jumped into the online world and who needs some guidance or 
motivation to get connected is the right reader for this book. 

Broadhurst walks us through e-mail, FTP, Gopher, and the Web. She gives us sug- 
gestions on which services (if any) will fit our needs. And she has a very non-tech, jar- 
gon-free voice that isn’t afraid of “silly” questions. At the same time, she is in no way 
condescending to those of us women who do know a little more about the online world. 

Perhaps the most enlightening aspect of this book is its psycho-social-cultural com- 
Ponent. It looks at some deeper questions: Why aren't women online? Are the women 
who are online not getting what they need? Where are the “for women” online services? 

Overall, it’s a great book for women who haven't been online yet, and refreshing for 
those of us who have. it’s inspiring, motivating, and an all-around two-thumbs up 
accomplishment. A 
—8Cm 
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INTER 


by Kathy Tafel and Blue Grrrl 


Buzz, buzz. Snooze. Buzz, buzz. Hot steaming water, a 


cup of coffee, and you’re in the car headed toward eight 


hours of work. Back home to dinner, the boob tube, and 
bed. 


Do this 26,000 times and you die. 

Not from boredom, that’s just the average human lifespan. As 
babies, we learned about the world by putting objects in our mouths, tast- 
ing the defining edges. After about 6,000 repetitions, we tasted enough 
reality to effectively manipulate it. Alarm clocks have buttons, showers 


have knobs, and cars have steering wheels. The world around us has an 
interface. 


So do computers. We use the computer's interface to translate our 


desires into a machine language the computer can understand, much like 


the remote control translates into a language the TV comprehends our 
desire to mute “Friends.” 


Some mad scientists can understand the ones and zeros a computer 
knows best. An elite few memorize "chmod 755 /glop/*” to tell a Unix 
machine something useful. More people know what to do when faced 
with a C: prompt. And most of us can manipulate a mouse to get work 
done with the graphical user interfaces of the Mac OS and Windows. 
NCSA Mosaic's graphical interface for the World Wide Web ignited the 
Intemet’s most explosive growth in 1993. And guess what, folks, with 


all this development, only about 5 percent of the population is com- 
puter literate 


Why? Two-dimensional computer interfaces are still too far 
away from the human experience to be completely intuitive. We are 


used to walking through spaces, opening doors with door knobs, 
and reading books that actually open and close. It takes time and 
effort to bend your mind to a computer's limitations. Engineers are 


striving to bend the computer to mimic physical reality with 


and Z axes. 


THE FUTURE 


objects we know — the three-dimensional environment of X, Y, 


R) | VRML feature 


Apple's QuickDraw 3D and Microsoft's purchase of 
RenderMorphics indicate that these companies are currently 
developing 3D technologies to integrate into their Operating 
systems. Likewise, the Internet has a new standard that inte- 
grates 3D — 
VRML (Virtual 
Reality Markup 
Language). This 
year, we'll see 
the first wave of 
3D interfaces. In 
fact, 1996 will be 
the year of the 
first virtual 
worlds — the 
birthing of 
cyberspace. 

In the 
new world, the 3D world, the passive days of “browsing” 
the Web will dissipate as new standards are developed to. 
embrace this coming age of human-to-computer interac- 
tion. To explore and unveil these changes, we asked the 
developers of the new technologies for the net to step 
back, look at their creations, and predict how they're 

going to change the world as we know it. 


The futuristic 3D 
cyberspace office may 
800n be upon us. Check 
‘out http://vrml.arc.org/ 


gallery95/index. html. 


Setting the 
3D Standard 
with VRML 


“VRML (pronounced 
VerMul) was the most unappealing name I'd ever 
heard,” laughs a creator and visionary of the technolo- 
gy, Mark Pesce. Avoiding the term "virtual reality,” 
Pesce instead refers to VRML as a vehicle for "cross- 
platform, universal applications that use graphical 
metaphors.” And Mike McCue, CEO of Paper Software 
(which is developing the VRML browser WebFX), 
approaches VRML as "3D text and 3D document lay- 
out.” Pesce and McCue stress that they are not creating 
an alternative cyberworld, like that found in Neil 
Stephenson's Snow Crash. Their work is less about vir- 
tual reality and real-time interaction and more about 
making the computer adapt to human needs and 
thought processes. They are striving for that seamless, 
unobtrusive interface that makes the computer easier 
and more accessible for everyone. 
VRML is an open standard, like HTML, designed for 
and by the Internet world at large. Just as HTML tells 
users how to make a heading or 
include a picture in a Web page, 
VRML is a set of rules that defines 
objects — like a sphere; assigns 
location to objects —i.e., how a 
sphere sits on top of a cube; and 
manipulates perspective, which 
is inherent in 3D worlds. The 


ce dreamt up and created VRML with 
friends and code warriors. He is working to 
create a visual network, one that ordinary 
people can see and understand. This vision 
has evolved beyond local network visualiza- 
tion to a global visual connection, via the 
Internet. Pesce currently writes books and 
envisions world peace. 
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VRML standard also specifies where to make a link to 
another Internet site, what colors and textures to put 
on objects, and where lights are. 

While some fear that cyberspace will end up 
being like TV, with in-your-face advertising and 
Passive entertainment, the developers of VRML have 
a different vision. They believe that because 3D 
worlds will make sense to more people, more of them 
will participate in the construction of cyberspace, 
ultimately guiding the Intemet’s future, Tony Parisi, 
president and founder of Intervista Software (maker 
of the VRML browser Worldview) has been working 
with Pesce for the last two years writing the VRML 
standard. He looks at VRML as a gateway to bigger 
things, as building blocks that will encourage more 
active participation. 

With VRML now being bandied about as the 
Intemet's “next BIG thing,” everyone seems to have 
an idea of what it should be. Pesce, who moderates 
the VRML mailing list and is the force striving to 
bind and keep the vision unified, does not see this as 
a problem. "We have a billion-dollar baby here 
who's wetting the bed,” he says with his usual wit, 
He encourages people's enthusiasm to find uses and 
applications for VRML. If they do stray too far afield, 
he’s right there to administer a little Prozac to calm 
them down and control the hype. 

There are still a few kinks in the VRML specifica 
tion that need to be worked out. For instance, how 
will users know what to do in a 3D environment? 
While the transition from reading and typing to 
browsing the Web has been fairly easy, it remains to 
be seen if users will be able to easily get from one 
world to another. And anticipating some inner ear 
disorders, how are people going to react to the 
physicality of watching a 3D environment whiz by 
their heads on a computer screen? 

Anyone who's ever played Doom or Descent or 
one of the zippy PC flight simulation games knows 
that cruising 3D worlds can be dizzying, disorient- 
ing, and deadly for weak stomachs. How will people 
visiting virtual New York City smoothly transition to 
another “world,” say that of a water molecule, and 
adjust their perspective to scale? Some of these con- 


WaxWeb (http: //bug.village 
virginia.edu/) was one of the first 


es on the Internet to exten- 
sively incorporate 3D spaces. 


cerns are addressed in the next release of the VRML 
standard (version 2.0), which will specify how to 
make VRML interactive. However, most of these 
questions have been deliberately left unanswered. 
Much like HTML and the Web, VRML doesn't tell you 
what kind of 3D space to create, it tells you how to 
put a 3D space on the Internet where others can 
see it. 

Pesce outlines in the VRML forum 
(http://vrml.wired.com) a model of the earth as 
a metaphor to carry users from space to space, and 
maybe this is enough to get the ball rolling. After 
all, if someone doesn’t move us to 3D space a.s.a.p., 
we might not ever get there. And only time and 
experience will tell us whether or not our bodies can 
handle the jagged movement of a VRML world. These 
underlying perceptual problems offer an open chal- 
lenge to the design community and no one is quite 
certain what metaphors will work and what won't. 

Perhaps the deeper question concerns what we 
will put there. What does content mean in a 3D 
world? On the Web, content consists of shameless 
self-promotion, bad light bulb jokes, 


T Parisi 
Parisi, who co-wrote the VRML code 
with Pesce, spearheads Intervista 
software and is currently develop- 
ing WorldView, a VRML brow: An 
expert in 2D interface design, Parisi 
teaches programmers how to use 2D 
tools to make their applications easier 
for end-users, while also keeping an eye on the “sociol- 
ogy of the computer industry.” Like Pesce, he has 
visions of removing the command line and eagerly 
anticipates the shift from 2D to 3D interface. 


and a few good libraries. Lately, there’s been an 
increased awareness of the need for good content — 
magazines, entertainment, and intellectual discus~ 
sions have upped the ante a bit. We all know when a 
Web page looks good, and when it's awful; cottage 
industries have arisen to celebrate bad design (e.g., 
Mirsky's Worst of the Web at http://mirsky. 
turnpike.net/wow/Worst.html and Useless 
Pages of the WWW at http://www.primus.com/ 
staff/paulp/useless.html). It'll be the same for 
virtual worlds. They'll probably start out as a mess 
of beautiful (and empty) “rooms” and “worlds,” 
and evolve into spaces filled with creativity and 
ideas. Those worlds that use understandable 
metaphors will endure, and those that are unintelli- 
gible will be road kill. 


A Perfect VRML World 
You need a team to develop an intriguing VRML 
environment. While it is possible to create spaces 


individually, especially as the accessibility to tools 
increases, the best VRML worlds (like the best Web 
sites, magazines, and television shows) currently 
require a group of people with diverse perspectives 
and experiences. "You need an architect” first and 
foremost, says Pesce, But there are many types of 
architects, and “architects have a limited scope,” 
adds Parisi. "You need an architect who wants to 
make film,” he specifies. And, while we're talking 
film, you may as well add in a screenwriter, director, 
sound editor, and cinematographer. 

The technology needed to create VRML worlds 
exists today — Caligari True Space and Virtus 
Walkthrough should be exporting 3D spaces to VRML 
as you read this. It remains to be seen, though, how 
long it will take until there's mass creation and we're 
moving through vibrant, thriving VRML worlds. 
They're still static and still empty, or at least they are 
right now. VRML needs a language that can drive 
objects to move and interact with 30 worlds. Pesce 
sees Netscape and Sun Microsystems’ Java as the 
missing links. 

“Netscape changed the world today," he 
exclaimed, referring to the release of Navigator 2.0b1 
‘on Oct. 6, 1995. Navigator 2.0, which should be com~ 
mercially available by the time you read this article, 
includes the support that "will put the life, [the 
interaction, ] literally, in 3D worlds,” Pesce predicts. 
Navigator 2.0 includes support for another billion 
dollar baby that’s wetting its bed with even more 
zeal than VRML. 


Java 

The buzz about Sun Microsystems’ Java is even loud- 
er than the buzz surrounding VRML. Speculations of 
competition between VRML and Java have caused a 
few waves in the media, but Pesce confirms that they 
are two halves of the same pie in the sky: "VRML is; 
Java does.” VRML tells things how to look. Java tells 
things how to behave. Java enables objects (images 
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Before a 3D space 
Is finalized, It goes 
‘through many layers 
of development. This 
Is one of the earllest 


stages of a 3D room 


(http://veml.are. 
org/gallery95/3_ 
screen.html). 


Mark Pesce’s 
Homepage 
http://hyperreal.com, 


VRML Forum 
http://vrml.wired.com, 
Top Ten VRML Sites 
http: 

netwatch, 
t24.htm 


NASA's List of Cool 
VRML si 
http://w 


rml-htm! 


Paper Soft 
( VF 


Intervista Software 
( iew VRML 
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of people and things) to move around and interact in VRML 
worlds. Java and VRML need one another if there’s ever 
going to be an interactive 3D cyberspace. 
Kim Polese, the senior product manager for Java and 
Hotlava, joined Sun in the early 1990s, just as the hype 
about interactive television (iTV) using set-top boxes 
began to heat up. Sun needed to create a development 
system for set-top boxes that would be portable 
(ensuring it could be used on a wide range of sys~ 
tems) and secure against hackers. Thus, the Java lan- 
guage was bom (it was originally named Oak), but 


to an uncertain future. iTV ended up going nowhere. 
It was the Internet that dealt iTV one of its mortal 
blows, since the net already had the prime ingredi- 
ent in place — phone lines as its infrastructure. 

What was Sun to do? It had spent serious bucks 
developing java, and now a completely different 
system threatened to make it obsolete. The Java 
team came up with a brilliant idea, Since it had 
designed Java to be portable, the team decided to 
Port it to the Internet. The beauty of object-oriented 
Programming languages is that they are easy to 


You Are Now Entering Dimension X 


Dimension X, a 
design firm and 
development 
team in San 
Francisco start- 
ed and run by 
Karl Jacob, is 
the missing link to all this technological goo. 
Dimension X not only designs cool Web pres 
ences, but also makes the tools necessary 
to build these cool Web presences and in 
the process has created 
something amazing — 
Liquid Reality, It’s a 
VRML browser written in 
Java that works within 
Navigator 2.0. Whooooa 
Nelly, what's going on? 
It’s convergence time! 
Who needs an external VRML or Java brows- 
er now? Your Netscape Navigator will have 
the ability to read VRML and Java in addition 
to HTML and everything else (and you 
don’t have to wait for a 


On the film strip going left to right: 


liquid 
Ayijeau 


Port to your operating system). Because it's 
written in Java, Liquid Reality turns any Java- 
capable browser into a cross-platform VRML 
browser. Clever? No. Brilliant. 

Dimension X is also developing a pro- 
gram that lets you create Java applets via 
drag-and-drop, without even knowing a line of 
code. It's called the Java Animation Machine. 
Point your Java-capable browser (Netscape 
Navigator 2.0) at hetp:/iwww. 
dimensionx.com for more information about 
these tools and how to get them. 
This sort of cross-platform, multi- 
Media foo foo is just the kick that 
will wire Hollywood, advertising 


ing networks, making the Internet 
as accessible and desirable as 
television. Dimension X knows this 
and Is already building “worlds” for a slew of 
major Hollywood promoters, “! can't wait to 


see the first music video, made and distribut- 


ed through the Internet,” says Jacob. “And 

who will be the first Internet rock star? The 

first Internet Grammy winner?” he asks with 
a gleam in his eye. 


“The World Wide Web 


agencies, and the major broadcast- 


‘The Java Animation Machine (JAM) bullds Java 
applets for you. (Of course, you still have to know 
what to animate.) 


took something away from the Internet that it 
always had: two-way communication [via e- 
mail, IRC, and newsgroups},” says Jacob, 
Publishing on the Web now is a one-way 
street. You publish your content, which is 
immutable. “The combination of VRML and 
Java puts [two-way communication] back,” he 
adds. Jacob foresees whole new realms of 
entertainment. Hollywood has the same pub- 
lishing metaphor as the Web does now: the 
director is in complete control of your experi- 
ence. “But,” muses Jacob, “imagine a world 
in which you participate in the action. You 
choose to be the people in a bank robbery, 
be they tellers, security guards, or people 
lying on the ground. Your perceptions and 
degree of participation change depending on 
who you play.” 


1. This ship can be moved nine different ways using the key- 

board, 2, Dimension X created the Vectorman site for Sega at 

http://www.vectorman.com. It's used Java to animate the opening sequence, and 

you'll actually be able to play Vectorman from your Web browser. 3. This VRML scene has hills, 
‘stream, birds, and a spider, Dimension X added Java to the world, so the stream flows, the birds 
fly, and the spider scurries away from you as you approach it. 4. You can also play games at the 
Meatloaf site (http://meatloaf.mca.com/). 5. At the Monopoly site (http://www. 
‘monopoly.com/), stick in your CD-ROM version and play online over the net. 
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Figure 1. 
mutate into other uses. 
Java works by adding Server Push Java 
. an extra tag, “APP”, to 
HTML code. This tag 
instructs your browser to Individual animation frames 
download an applet from | S—a 5)2k e what to animate 
a Web server and run = 
that applet on your com- 2 
wy SUN Bie hee ie $5, eee 
AS catalyst for animation, 3 a y asaain 
video, and gaming xls 7% 
Kim Polese opportunities exploding > aa BY coe 
Polese took a winding into the wired world, . Bi Prabha alateertayd paeche ie 
road to get Where she Is. _ with an unanticipated Java animations don't. 
today — senior product _speed. Many people ‘a =16k 
manager for Sun 


thought we'd need cable 
modems to have video 
and audio. Yes, a cable 
modem would be faster 
(“give me bandwidth” 
seems to be Pesce’s 
mantra), but Java takes 
the load off the network and uses your computer to 
carry it, Instead of having to download a whole ani- 


Microsystems’ Java and 
HotJava. With a degree in 
biophysics, she spent the 
mid-1980s researching 
artificial intelligence. She 
arrived at Sun in the early 
90's. 


surements intact, you could end up with three dif- 
ferent suits, from three different companies, that all 
fit and look great. All accomplished from your desk- 
top. 


Back to Netscape 
Netscape Navigator is so popular that every Internet 
vendor wants Netscape to support its data files with- 


mation sequence frame by frame by frame (which 
requires extensive bandwidth and modem speed), 
you'll only have to download an object, an environ~ 
ment, and a small script that tells the object what to 


in Navigator, rather than require users to have exter- 
nal helper applications to view/read their files (like 
you currently need to play sound or video files), 
‘Adobe wants PDF support, Apple wants QuickTime 


do, It's quick and it makes sense. (See Figure 1.) 

Polese is excited about the possibilities Java 
creates for Internet software distribution, 
Applications can simply “live” on the net, eliminat- 
ing distribution costs for software companies. Users’ 
costs of owning software will be reduced, as compa- 
nies will no longer need to duplicate bazillions of 
floppies. And, because Java is built in small pieces 
(applets), it will be easier to build more efficient 
programs, If MS Word's six-pound thesaurus is tak- 
ing up too much space and you've never even used 
it, you're in luck, With component-like architecture 
(the philosophy behind Java), you'll be able to 
someday build your own word processor with 
Adobe's fonts, Webster's thesaurus, and Microsoft's 
spell checker. These are significant events with the 
potential to completely shift the current business 
model. 

Without a doubt, Java enables an intriguing 
future for gaming and interactive entertainment, 
but Polese predicts much more practical uses as 
well. We've all been catalog-shopping before, and a 
Levi's size 34 is not the same as Gap Denim’s 34. 
Imagine having a mini model of yourself to send 
(electronically) to catalog companies when you are 
ready to spend some cash on a new suit. With mea- 


VR support, and Sun 
wants Java support, 


Your Web browser is 
responsible for sending network requests 
‘through the operating system to a remote server 
and handling the responses. If It doesn't know how 


to handle the response, It sends it to a plug-in like 
a VRML parser or JAVA Interpreter, 
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to name just a few. Rather than try to support every file for- 

mat under the sun, Netscape has decided to implement a 

plug-in architecture (See Figure 2). This lets companies cre- 
ate a version of their helper application to plug into 
Navigator, so Netscape doesn’t have to worry about 
Navigator becoming even more of a buggy, unwieldy, 
memory-hogging behemoth. (McCue's Paper Software 
already has a plug-in version of WebFX.) 

Navigator 2.0 includes the plug-in architecture, some 
Michael McCue new HTML extensions, and sup- 
po ene. port for Java, Actually, as this 
article went to press, it appeared 


When McCue founded Paper 

Software Inc., which is working 

on a VRML browser, WebFX, 

his idea was to make applica- 

tions “as simple as paper.” 
McCue says, “When people work, they get 
out a piece of paper. The computing expe- 
rience should be as easy.” 


that the Macintosh version of 
Navigator 2.0 might not have 
Java support initially. Sun had 
not yet finished porting Java to 
the Macintosh, and was actually 
advertising for Macintosh pro- 
grammers on the Java newsgroup, Polese expects Sun's 
HotJava browser to support the Macintosh version some- 
time in the first quarter of 1996. 

"The technology base is 
changing in real time,” says Parisi 
“It's impossible to keep up with 
it.” Case in point — neither 
Intervista nor Paper Software have 
released a final version of their 
Tespective VRML browsers, and 
already version 2.0 of VRML is 


almost finalized. Granted, version 
The house may look far 
away, but a few clicks 
of a mouse or a few 
taps on the arrow keys 
will zoom you straight 
Into the house that Ani 
built (http://ww. 
02.18/vrmi/AniHouse), 


1.0 was just finalized last summer. Hotjava, Sun's Java 
browser, also hasn't reached its final version yet. It 
takes human-developing hours to make software, 
and users are increasingly impatient. 
Netscape Navigator has achieved its wide popular- 
ity because it's free and updated quickly, and 


Though this may not be the cyberspace 
you imagined (http://vrml.are.org 
Gallery95/index.htm!), anything is 


possible. 


SOMA (South of Market) in San Francisco Is a reablife hyperme- 
dia mecca, It's also allve and fully rendered In 3D at 
http://www.hyperion.com/planet9/vrsoma.htm, 


because it creates leading-edge standards. So, while 
VRML is the 3D standard, if it weren't for companies 
like Dimension X (which will have a VRML browser 
written in Java ready for Netscape 2.0 — see sidebar, 
page 48), people would have to wait, and the fire 
would die out before our 3D kingdoms had a chance 
to blossom. The Internet has created an atmosphere 
of instant gratification. 


Dawn of the Millennium 
We won't have cyberspace overnight. While 3D inter- 
faces have the potential to make many more people 
computer literate, this comes at a price. Just as you 
bend your mind when using less sophisti- 
cated interfaces, the computer has to 
bend its mind to create a 3D environment, 
and this takes raw horsepower — you'll 
need at least a Pentium or a PowerMac to 
display 3D spaces at interactive speeds 
Although Java has extended the lifetime 
of phone lines as our network, we will 
eventually need to upgrade the network 
to provide more bandwidth. But we 
wouldn't be anywhere near a science fic~ 
tion cyberspace without VRML or Java. 
“Why did it take God only six 
days to create the universe?” jokes Pesce. 
“No installed base.” There are grins from 
the other VRML creators; it's obviously a 
well-known geek joke. 
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We're in Day One of the creation 


No one Is really certain how users will want to navigate 
through 3D spaces. Pethaps the compass will be a good model. 


of cyberspace and, so far, it’s empty. How will we fill 
it up? The possibilities are endless. Imagine a teach- 
er with the ability to walk students through the 
Louvre. Sound like the Web? Now let them walk 
through and talk about what they see with other stu- 
dents from across the planet who are also visiting 
the museum at the same time, There will be a whole 


arl da 


President and CEO of DimensionX. Jacob previous- 
ly worked with Adam Curry on MTV.com, and also 
has various connections in the entertainment 

ind 


new world of Internet 
entertainment — movies, 
music videos, rock con- 
certs, and nightclubs. 

We'll see a business 
shift. Companies like J. Crew could soon be online 
with 3D stores housing clothes to try on and then 
have sent to your home. Companies like Microsoft 
are going to scramble to make their monolithic soft- 
ware keep pace with evolving technology. And 
maybe the ill-fated set-top box will be back, loaded 
with a dose of Liquid Reality, instead of proprietary 
softwa 

It's a great time to be alive, essing the 
changes first-hand, and having a hand in creating 
them. The concepts that are being developed now 
will be around for thousands of years,” says a beam- 
ing McCue. 

Get ready, technotrons, we are at the dawn of 
the millennium and the edge of a changing world. 
The standards are in place 

VRML gave birth to the baby. Java is teaching it 
to walk. How will we, the global village, raise it? m 


World Wide Web: 


+ Java Home Page 


http://java.sun. 


* Gamelan — a Directory re) 


and Registry of Java Resources 


http: //www.gamelan.con 


* Wild, Wild World of HotJava 
/,science.wayne.edu, 


joey/java.htm! 


* Java Programming Contests 
Results Page 
http: javasoft.com/contest 


results. 


«= GIFFactory 
hittp://www.cs.brown.edu/ people, 


amd /java/GIFFactory 


* Universitat Gesamthochschule 
Kassel, Department of Engineering 
Measurement 

http://\ kassel.de/tb16 


ipm /mt/java/beta/bdemo.htm!. 
Mirror Web Sites for Java: 


Wayne State University 
updated nightly 
http: //Wwww.science.wayne.edu /java, 
SunSITE at University of North 
Carolina (updated frequently 
http://sunsite.unc.edu /java, 


Academia Sinica, ChinaNet 
updated weekly 


http://www.math.ac.cn/sunsite, 
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Where to Go to Get a Cup of Joe 


The Blackdown Organization 
(updated nightly) 
http://www. blackdown.org/Java, 


Newsgroups: 
* comp.lang.java 
Mailing lists: 
* Java User's Group 


To subscribe, send a message to 
majordomo@dimensionx.com”" with 
the words “subscribe jug your 


email.address” in the message body. 


* Sun's Java Lists — Latest 
Developments related to Java or 
HotJava 


To subscribe, send the word “sub: 
scribe” in the BODY of a message to: 
va-announce-request@java.sun.com. 


+ Java Language 


To subscribe, send the word “sub 
scribe” in the BODY of a mess: 
javainterestequest@java.sun.com. 


* HotJava Browser 


To subscribe. send the word “sub- 
scribe” in the BODY of a message to 
hotjavainterestrequest@java 
sun.com 


And bounce and bounce untit 
you click “Stop.” 


tn! 


Visit the “cool new applets” section of the Java home- 
page (http://java.sun.com) to see heads bounce... 


ee 
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hot links 


Homesteading on the 
Digital Frontier 


by Stevan Alburty 


In 360 B.C., the Greek philosopher Plato 
published his best-selling Republic, 

in which he pitched his vision of a 
utopian society: 

All children would be taken from their 
parents at birth, no food would be 
served with sauces, and under no cir- 
cumstances would there be any loud 
laughter (this from a man who wore 
tablecloths in public). 

Philosophers throughout the ages have 
attempted to inspire the world with their own 
blueprints for the perfect society. Sir Thomas More, 
Sir Francis Bacon, Sir Newt Gingrich — all have taken 
their respective whacks at writing prescriptions to 


Avatar: 


create a world without faults. 
These days, with the planet 
nearly poisoned from pollution, 


Derived from Hindu mytholo- 
gy, an “avatar” Is a deity who 
has descended to earth and 
assumed a human, 

incarnate form. 


‘over-crowding, and the Fox 
Television network's prime time 
schedule, the time seems ripe for 
us to simply abandon the mess 
we've created on this earth and start looking for 
some new place to trash, NASA budget cuts would 
seem to preclude the galaxy as a likely candidate for 
colonization, which leaves us with the cheapest real 
estate this side of downtown Sarajevo: cyberspace. 

A few plucky pioneers are starting to create 
electronic communities on the Internet or on the 
commercial online services. By "community," | 
specifically refer to software that places users in 
some sort of spatial or architectural context, and/or 
enables communication employing faces as well 
as words. 

suddenly, our online world is becoming just 


that — a world, complete with landscapes, build 
ings, and, most importantly, people. Like the first 
homesteads of the Old West, these electronic utopias 
are often crude, cracker box affairs. But unlike our 
pioneer ancestors, you don't have to spend three 
months picking Conestoga splinters out of your 
backside to get there. All it takes is a few minutes 


and a mouse. 


Fantasy Island 


WorldsAway on CompuServe is historically related to 


greet him In a friendly way. 


an experimental online environment developed by 
Lucasfilm in the late 1980s. Eventually licensed by 
Fujitsu and launched in Japan as “Habitat,” 
WorldsAway is a beefy 30 megabytes of Mac or 
Windows client software that runs on top of 
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Franky Online 
movie data on an accompanying CD-RC 
Pirates 


An animated character, came zipping toward me and, with his 
friendly ve 


the Immigration Office for a 


points. It also wor 


Compuserve's network. In WorldsAway, users assign 
themselves electronic shapes or “avatars.” (For those 
unfamiliar with Hindu mythology, an “avatar” is a 
deity who has descended to earth and assumed a 
human, incamate form.) 

These avatars can be made to gesture and walk. 
Entire avatar bodies, or just heads, can be swapped 
out on demand. If you're feeling particularly whim- 
sical, male bodies can be mismatched with female 
heads, and vice versa. (The heads of a variety of ani- 
mals — cats, unicorns, chipmunks — are also avail- 
able, presumably in case your identity confusion 
transcends genders and embraces something generi- 
cally mammalian.) 

Avatars enter WorldsAway aboard the good ship 
Argo, bound for an island on which a variety of pre- 
fabricated buildings, including a temple, a library, 
and a visitors center, have already been constructed. 
Teleport booths whisk users between locales. This 
form of travel requires the payment of “tokens,” 
which avatars acquire from treasure chests sprinkled 
conveniently throughout the site. 

There is the distinct odor of Roquefort sur- 
rounding the graphics. If Hanna~Barbara ever does a 
cartoon version of the old Elvis Presley-Ann Margaret 
film classic, Viva Las Vegas, it might look something 
like this, The avatar | chose for my maiden voyage 
resembled a genetic splice between Dagwood's wife 
and Suzanne Pleshette. Avatars may turn in one of 
four directions — left, right, back, or front — and 
arms can be jerked to an extended position. It’s as if 
it's 1939 again and Pinocchio has joined the 
Nazi party 

WorldsAway is best-suited to those enamored 
of role-playing video games. Conversations between 
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scattered around the town on billbc 


reet TV blasts a video ci 


stand in front of it. But if you know 


ler members work to 


ately, | couldn't find anyone els 
Civic Center of 


avatars are strictly elevator-class: "Hey, Whatcha 
Doing, Hanging Out, Gotta Go, See Ya.” No discus~ 
sions on Bosnia or how to fund Medicare here. The 
garishness of the graphics and the complexity of the 
navigation process, both of which have been 
designed to augment the traditional “chat” experi- 
ence, tend to be moreiinterference than interface: 


Pl Be Seeing You 
Adding an additional dimension to the online expe- 
rience is the similarly named but radically different 
Worlds Chat, 

This Windows-based client uses the Internet as 
its transportation backbone and presents users with 
a disorientingly naturalistic 3D environment. The 
corridors and architectural forms through which 
users navigate have that slightly sterile, mathemati~ 
cal look frequently found in virtual reality, but there 
are compensations in experience for what may be 
lacking in aesthetics 

There are avatars here.as well, but they tend to 
look like people rather than cartoons. Although you 
choose an avatar to represent yourself, the only way 
to see yourself is in a digitally created mirror. 
Otherwise, the entire perspective as you navigate the 
space is through your own eyes, This permits you to 
have “eye contact” with other users, which heightens 
the sense of reality 

As you encounter and then pass in front of 
other users, you become almost disquieted by the 
Tealization that, since they are now behind you, 
they're no longer in your plane of vision, but 
you're in theirs. Small but significant touches 
such as these begin to give you the twin sensa~ 
tions of orientation and awareness, 
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At press time, Worlds’ architectural metaphor is 

that of a space station. By the time you read 

this, though, the company plans to have 

released a spin-off environment called 

“alphaworld.” It will be, quite literally, a new world 
There'll be an empty, limitless green plain surround- 
ed by perpetually distant mountains on which users 
are invited to build their own structures. Streets, 
houses, buildings, mailboxes, lawns, and other signs 
of civilization can all be erected through external 
fools. There are few zoning rules, You cannot “erase” 
property that doesn’t belong to you. And, if you do 
not live alone on a street, your neighbors must agree 
onianything you want to build. Other than that, it's 
Oklahoma at the time of the Great Land Rush: any- 
thing goes. 

Worlds hopes its technology will eventually be 
used to enable merchants to build 3D “stores” 
through which customers can stroll and shop. Its 
software will also be used to build the first Internet 
World's Fair in 1996. Jointly sponsored by trade show 
operator Softbank Expos and such backers as MCI 
and Sun, this digital exposition is scheduled to fea- 
ture a number of online “pavilions,” including ones 
dedicated to schools, the reinvention of government, 
small business, and the future of media. In a nod to 
stupid net tricks, there'll also be a ToasterNet pavil- 
ion, which will feature new and unusual devices on 
the Internet 


Come to the Cabaret 

Wildpark (http:!/www.wildpark.com) is an ener 
getic Web site in Germany dedicated to keeping its 
users up-to-date with information on cultural events 
taking place throughout the republic. Tucked away 
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whiskey...vodka.....scotch, 
<Cool Joe> any gin? 
<Rob0> Lots o'bears here 
JOE BLOW> IM DANCING WATCH ME!! 
<Rob0> Hey Alien 

<Rob0> Look at me for a sec 


When you navigate through 
Worlds Chat, the entire per- 
spective Is from your own 
eyes, which lets you have 
“eye contact” with other 


deep inside the site is a funky electronic 

“e-bar” with a twisted, forced perspective faintly 
reminiscent of The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. Before 

entering the e-bar, you compose a brief bio and 

select a facial persona. The choices range from an 
assortment of space aliens to the characters from 


users and heightens the 
sense of reality. 


“Peanuts.” Once inside, you can sidle up to the digi- 
tal bartender or strike up a conversation with anyone 
you happen to see lounging around who looks mildly 
interesting by clicking on that person's’ “face” and 
typing in a suitable pick-up line. (" 
here often?”) 
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bodies navigate through streets, past build- 
ings, along corridors, and into rooms — 
while allowing the user to encounter other 
digital bodies during the journey. 

It's the goal of these products to immerse 
Us in an alternative environment, but 
although limited, this environment still 
replicates structures and forms we all inhab- 
it. Doors may be called portals, bodies may 
be called avatars, but these are narrative 
substitutes — the cast of characters is famil- 
iar, if sometimes exotic. In order to provide 
users with a more engaging means of com- 
municating with one another, is it necessary 
to fully recreate all of the same devices that 
surround us in our present world? Although 
the cloying, cartoon island of WorldsAway 
looks more interesting and diverting than — 


hear the band. 
night In Wildpark's e-bar, but 
things are bound to pick up. 


56 the net 


Typing a phrase without clicking on a specific face 
broadcasts your message to the entire e~bar—a 
dangerous proposition, for if you say something to 
offend another user, s/he can place an electronic 
Band-Aid over your digital mouth. When this hap- 
pens, you can type until your fingers are blue, but 
nothing you say can be seen on that Person's screen. 
You also know s/he's ignoring you, as that person's 
electronic persona shows up wearing miniature 
headphones. If you're ignored by enough people, 
you'll automatically be silenced for the rest of your 
session. Nobody can "hear you” until you sign off 
and return, presumably with a better attitude. There 
are no sysops here — the community itself is the law. 

The programmers behind Wildpark’s e-bar plan 
to package this technology and offer it to other Web 
sites interested in incorporating an electronic com- 
munity into their environments as well. The graphics 
are easily customizable — the metaphor might just as 
easily be a department store, a hotel lobby, a health 
clinic, or a church. 

Despite the fact that Wildpark’s on-screen 
instructions are in German (an English translation 
should be available by now), the interface is easy 
enough to understand intuitively. And although the 
graphics are two-dimensional and the technique of 
using miniature faces rather than fully formed 
bodies is simplistic, these minor enhancements to the 
“chat” process at least elevate it beyond the boring 
rigidity of the line-by-line scrolling transcriptions 
employed in traditional online conversations. 


Breathing Room 

These software systems, plus the japanese entrant 
discussed in the sidebar on pages 54 and 55, all 
endeavor to enwrap the user in a realistic or pseudo- 
ealistic representation of a physical space — digital 


oh, say, New Jersey — is all this duplication 
of physical context necessary to enable meaningful 
contact between users? 

An effort that dispenses with the conventions of 
physical representations of architectural spaces is a 
Project called “Oxygen.” It was developed by 
Boston's Art Technology Group for use by Chiat/Day 
Advertising for its "Virtual Office.” [The reader is 
advised, in the name of journalistic disclosure, that 
the author was director of technology for Chiat/Day 
and occasionally consults with Art Technology 
Group.) 

Chiat/Day built its reputation as a creative shop 
with an energetic, almost obsessively egalitarian 
culture. "We're the pirates, not the navy,” and 
“Good enough is not enough," are alternating 
mantras of rebellion and excellence, 

In 1993, Jay Chiat, founder and chief visionary, 
decided that traditional office architecture had 
become an anachronism in this age of information. 
Having eliminated office doors during the 1980s in 
his quest to create a non-hierarchical enterprise, he 
decided it was now time to toss out desks. And so, 
the company's physical plant was reéngineered to 
abolish all individual workspace. Desks and offices 
were replaced with project rooms, where teams 
would work collaboratively to generate that most 
ephemeral of products: ideas. 

Telecommuting was actively encouraged, but a 
distributed workforce could pose tremendous diffi- 
culties for a firm that is almost as much a cult as it is 
a company. How do you preserve a unique corporate 
culture in a mobile world? And, if you have elimi- 
nated everyone's individual offices, with all those 
family pictures, sporting trophies, and personal 
memorabilia, how could Chiat/Day still provide 
all employees with some means of expressing 
their individual identities? 


new category of gi ware th 
communication ai iif 

The software, dubb ge 
ation of any number of “rooms. 
and, at first, appear much like t 
program windows. There are roorr 
as well as for important projects. Ea 
well as each department, have their own room: 
Users decorate their rooms’ backgrounds by drag- 
ging in any canned or scanned graphic image, and 
can place objects such as files and electronic notes 
inside. A user who is an art director might choose an 
off-the-wall image to decorate her room, while 
someone in the accounting department might select 
something more conservative. Employees therefore 
have an opportunity to express something unique to 
their own personalities. 

As users sign on, their digitized faces appear. 
When they navigate from room to room in the sys- 


A virtual team discusses an upcoming marketing project in 03 


tem, their faces go with them. If two users enter the 
same room, both faces appear and typed messages 
turn into cartoon “talk bubbles” over each user's 
head, accompanied by a soft “pop” that adds a 
minimalist touch of sound to the experience. There 
are no limitations on the number of users who can 
be in a room simultaneously. 

Rather than use up valuable CPU times by 
attempting to render complex physical spaces or 
having users manipulate full-formed avatars, 
Oxygen distills the communications process down to 
its core ingredients: real faces and talk, placed in 
the context of the files and projects on which every- 
one works. 

Since the software is being used by people 
within a company who already know each other, the 
conversations quickly evolve past the "Hi How Are 
You Good To See You” stage and begin to have some 
substance regarding specific projects or events. 


xygen's central cafe. 


n feeding ou 
and numbers. just 
television in th 


Ig, imagery has come late ti 


anipulation of data, not to provide us with a new 
means of visual communication with each other. The 
physical connection of computers, across an office or 
across a planet, has been a late-blooming invention 
as well. 

“The Age of Information,” that self-referential 
aphorism we use to describe the exciting times in 
which we live, perhaps limits our mental model. We 
are only now discovering that these devices, the 
computer and the network, perhaps have a use and 


destiny that is about context as well as content. But 
do these new tool improve the quality of our conver- 
sations themselves? Are we truly creating an elec~ 
tronic community, an etopia? 

Communities are messy and gritty affairs, filled 
with relationships demanding mutual responsibility. 
Does electronic “chat,” even chat enhanced by a 
new, intriguing awareness of physical presence, 
enable true communication? 

Or, does my ability to transport my avatar out 
of a discussion, to quit the society at the click of a 
mouse at the first sign of discomfort, create more 
diversion than discourse? Conversation is not neces~ 
sarily communication. Mere architecture may imply 
neither the presence of a foundation nor the com- 
forts and obligations of community. 


Steve Alburty (alburty@panix.com) is 2 technology 
consultant who writes a monthly column for this very 
magazine. 
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How To 
Contact 


Art Technology Group 
(Oxygen) 

URL: httpiliwww. 
redstar.com 

‘email: atg@redstarcom 
Oxygen is not a commercial 
ly available product, 


Franky Online 

e-mail: online@fpi.co.jp 
Franky Online is available 
only in Japanese. 


Future Pirates, Inc. 
creator of Frankly 
inline) 

URL: httpiliwww-fpi.coJp! 

Welcome.htmi 

email: info@fpi.coJjp 


Wildpark 

URL: httpolwww. 
wildpark.com 

Gaby K. Benkwitz is 
Wildpark’s U.S. consultant 
for New Technologies and 
can be e-mailed at 


gabyka@sirius.com. 


WorldsAway 

URL: httpiliwww. 
worldsaway.ossi.com 

To access the WorldsAway 
environment from within 
CompuServe's CIM soft- 
ware, type “GO AWAY.” 


Worlds Chat 
URL: 
http:liwww.worlds.net! 


The entire text of Plato's 
The Republic is available on 
the Web at http:// 
the-tech.mit.edul 
Classics/Plato/republic. 
sum.htmi 


‘Andy Wood at Ohio 
University maintains an 
exhaustive source of infor- 
mation on utopian/dystopi- 
an societies at http:l/oak. 
cats.ohiou.edu/~aw | 48888/ 
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The Net, after extensive searching, has compiled a 
list of the best things for under $100 that will 
make your next net journey the best ever. 


WebMaster 
Macintosh 

With Macintosh 
CD-ROM 


Authors: Bob LeVitus and 
Jeff Evans 

Publisher: AP Professional 
Contact: 800 313 1277 
ISBN: 0-12-445574-3 
Price: $29.99 U.S. 


Want to set up your own server? This 
Is the book for you. Not only does it 
have a keen sense of humor (too 
often a rarity in techie Internet 
books), it also guides you step by 
step through the process of getting 
your server up and running. The CD- 


ROM has all the software you'll need. 


Check out the Web site 
(hetpiliwww.webmastermac. 
‘comi) for the latest versions of the 
CD-ROM software 
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Running A Perfect 
Web Site 

With Windows 
CD-ROM 


Author: David M. Chandler 
Publisher: Que Corporation/ 
MacMillan 

Contact: 800 428 5331 
ISBN: 0-7897-0210-x 

Price: $39.99 U.S. 


A tech-savy piece of work for anyone 
needing guidance on Unix: or 
Windows-based Web servers. It's 
clean, comprehensive, and very well 
researched and written. Thumbs-up, 


Internet Chat 
QuickTour 


Author; Donald Rose 
Publisher: Ventana Press 
Contact: 919 942 0220 
ISBN: 1-56604-223-2 
Price: $14 U.S. 


IRC QuickTour is a great book for 
anyone interested In the IRC 
(Internet Relay Chat) world. With 
a comprehensive lists of IRC 
servers, alternative servers, com- 
mands, and scripting tricks, this 
book is useful for newbies and neo- 
phytes alike. 


Author: Neal 
Stephenson 
Publisher: Spectra 
Publishing 
Contact: http://www. 


books.com 
ISBN: 0-55356-261-4 
Price: $5.99 U.S. 


When it's really time to get off- 
line, for whatever reason, why 
Not read a book? Snow Crash is 
the best of recent cyberpunk, 
and it pretty much describes the 
future shape of the Internet, if 
not society itselt. 


Neuromancer 


Author: William Gibson 
Publisher: Ace Books 
Contact: http://www.books. 
com/ 

ISBN: 0-44156-959-5 
Price: $6.50 U.S. 


The highly prescient book that made 
it cool to use a computer and be 
online. Before this cult favorite 
appeared, all computer users wore 
thick glasses, white button-up shirts, 
and pocket protectors, 


Women’s Guide to 
Online Services 


Author: Judith A. Broadhurst 
Publisher: McGraw Hill 
Contact: 212 337 6000 
ISBN: 0-07-024168-6 

Price: $19.95 U.S. 


Considering there are only a few other 
choices for a woman seeking another 
woman's interpretation of the online 
world, this book is @ must-have. Its 
superftiendly tone makes the task of 
getting online, and finding other 
women online, less daunting for 
women 


Jub: 
TH We goaBuursr 


= 


bargains Ea 


Cyberpunk Handbook 


Authors: St. Jude, RU Sirius, & 
Bart Nagel 

Publisher: Random House 
Contact: 800 733 3000 
ISBN: 0-679-76230-2 

Price: $9.95 U.S. 


This is a silly, fun book written by 
some of the best minds in the 
CyberWarrior community. It's good for 
laughs, and it's @ great gift for any 
Jeather-ciad humanoid tech phreaks 
you might know. 


L 


CU-SeeMee Desktop 
Videoconferencing 


Author: Cornell University 
Platform: Macintosh 
Contact: http://www. 
indstate.edu/msattler/ 
sci-tech/comp/CU-SeeMe/ 
index.html 

Price: Free 


This desktop videoconferencing soft 
ware lets you communicate using 
video, sound, and text. To send video, 
you'll need a camera that can send 4- 
bit greyscale digitally (like the 
Connectix QuickCam — see page 62), 
or a camera and plugin that results in 
Ait greyscale digital video signal. 


Transparency 1. 


Author: Aaron Giles 
Platform: Macintosh 
Contact: giles@med.cornell. 
edu or http://www.med. 
cornell.edu/~giles/ 

Price: Free 


Use it to create transparent GIFs for 
cool Web design. 


Microsoft Internet Explorer (version 2.0) 


Manufacturer: Microsoft Corporation 

Platform: Windows 95 

Contact: http: //www.windows.microsoft.com/windows/ 
download/msie20b1.exe 

Price: Free 


Microsoft says that its browser, Internet Explorer, “makes browsing the Internet 
as easy as using Windows 95,” so you can interpret that as you will, But it's 
definitely certain that the browser, developed specifically for use with Windows 
95, was created to be flexible so that it can keep up with the ever-changing 
face of the Web. For example, It's VRML-eady, and has extensions that let you 
insert a picture, video clip, or VRML window; play a background sound, and 
insert a scrolling text marquee. Find out about its abilities at hetp:l/www.win- 
dows.microsoft.com/windows/ielieguide.htm 


BBEdit 3.5 


Manufacturer: Bare Bones Software 
Platform: Macintosh 

Contact: http://www.tiac.net/biz/bbsw/ 
or bbsw@netcom.com or 508 651 35614 
Price: $99 U.S. (street) 


BBEdit is @ bare-bones HTML text editor that doesn’t take up that much space 
on disk yet is feature-rich and takes full advantage of Power Macs. It has drag: 
and-drop support, keyboard macros, is AppleScriptable, and an easy and ele- 

gant user interface. There's also that great “group” concept (see page 37 for 

more on this). 


Stuffit Lite/DropStuff with 
Expander Enhancer 


Manufacturer: Aladdin Systems 
Platform: Macintosh (Windows version of 
Stuffit Expander available) 

Contact: http://www.aladdinsys.com/ 
Price: $30 U.S. each 

Both of these are downloadable from Aladdin 


systems. They let you compress stuff for sending to others and decompress 
just about anything you might ever download from the net. 


GrabNet 


Manufacturer: Forefront Group 
Platform: Macintosh, Windows 
Contact: 800 867 1101 or 
http://www.ffg.com 

Price: $19.95 U.S. 


GrabNet lets you capture text and 
Images from Web pages so you can cre- 
ate visual URLS. This will help tremen- 
dously in your efforts to recall and recognize Web locations. Images and URLS 
‘can be viewed and navigated as tiles, or in a list. They can also be copied into 
other applications. It's simple and useful for serious bookmark packrats. 


Disinfectant 3.6 


Author: John Norstad (Northwest University) 

Platform: Macintosh 

Contact: ftp://ftp.acns.nwu.edu/pub/disinfectant/ 

Price: Free 

Perhaps the hottest and best virus detection and elimination software you can 
find for the Mac. It'll let you scan all files you download from the Internet for 
possible contamination. 
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Eudora Pro 


Manufacturer: Qualcomm 
Incorporated 

Platform: Windows, Macintosh 
Contact: 800 2-EUDORA or 
eudora_sales@qualcomm.com 
or http://www.qualcomm.com 
Price: $65 U.S. 


While shelling out $65 smackeroos 
seems a bit daunting fer an email 
manager, Eudora Pro is wellworth the 
Cash. It's fully customizable and can 
hold its own, even with the most 
obsessive of mail list members. (It 
handles multiple mail lists without so 
much as a blink.) Less e-mall-concen: 
trated people might do just as well 


Manufacturer: Novell 
Platform: Windows, Macintosh 
Contact: 800 451 5151 


Windows. Order it now through Novell and 


Price: $99 for Windows; $79 for Macintosh 
Wordperfect 6.1 is the newest version of the famous word processor for 


HTML.edit 


Creator: Murray M. Altheim 
Platform: Macintosh 
Contact: http://www.metrics.nttc.edu/tools/htmledit/ 
HTMLEdit.htm| 

Price: Free (but you need a license for commercial use) 


A Hypercard-based HTML editor for the Macintosh. Some folks think it's easiest 
to just learn HTML with a book and then use a basic text editor to create your 
Pages. But this product helped us understand the syntax of HTML and exposed 
Us to tags we were not previously familiar with. Free, but requires a license 
when used for commercial purposes, 


(murray.altheim@nttc.edu) 


WordPerfect Upgrade With Internet Publisher 


PhotoGIF 


Manufacturer: 
BoxTop 


you should receive, at no extra Software 


with Eudora Light, the freeware ver- 
‘sion, downloadable from 
hetp:/lwww.qualcomm.com. 


charge, its Internet publishing tools, which make WordPerfect a good tool for 
creating Web pages. WordPerfect 3.5 for Macintosh comes with the Internet 
publishing tools as part of the application, 


Platform: 
Macintosh 
Conta 


t 


J Internet Assistan 


or Windows 95 


blai 


Internet Assistant for Microsoft Word for 
Windows 95 


Manufacturer: Microsoft Corporation 

Platform: Windows 95. 

Contact: http://www.microsoft.com/msoffice/ 
freestuf/msword/download/ia/ia95 /default.htm 
Price: Free 


This add-on product for Windows 95 lets you author documents for the Web 
from within Microsoft Words for Windows 95 and Microsoft Word 6.0 (English, 
French, German, and Italian language versions only). Not only won't you have to 
Struggle with HTML, but you'll also be able to spell check and automatically for- 
mat your text as you type. 


WinScan 


Manufacturer: McAfee 

Platform: Windows 

Contact: ftp://ftp. meafee.com/pub/antivirus/ 
Price: Free 


This Is the Windows version of McAfee’s award-winning anti-virus program, 
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3 http://www.aris.com/ 
boxtop/PhotoGIF/ or 
boxtop@dezine.msg.net 

Price; $20 U.S, 


This Photoshop extension lets you 
Save images as transparent and inter: 
leaved GIF files (GIF 89a), This is a 
very handy file format to use for 
graphics that you want placed on Web 
Pages. For more information about 


Paint Shop Pro 
(version 3.01) 
Manufacturer: JASC, Inc. 


Platform: Windows 
Contact: 800 622 2793 or 


ftp://ftp.cyberport.net/pub/ transparent GIFs, see The Net 06, 
ortho/psp.zip pages 66-71. 
Price: Free 


This great little tool lets you view vir 
tually any graphic file you download 
(GIFs, JPEGs, TGAs, etc.). It also dou- 
bles as a screen capture utility, so 
you can at least capture images of 
those graphics you can't download. 


SoundSmith 1.1 


Manufacturer: ZiffNet 

Platform: Macintosh 

Contact: on eWorld: go keyword 
ZIFFNET; select “ZMAC exclu- 
sives”; on CompuServe: go Cie) Caer eee) 
keyword ZMAC; select “ZDWARE" in the libraries window 

Price: Freely available from ZiffNet Davis services 


SoundSmith is @ drag-and-drop utility that can convert sound files to AIFF format 
— 8 popular Internet sound format. You can even Brab audio from a CD (though 
We would never encourage copyright violations — use SoundSmith only on pub- 
lic domain sound libraries). Use the controllers to Joop and trim the sounds 
before conversion. Note that this is only available through ZiffNet's presences 
‘on CompuServe and eWorld, 


Bef 


TrailerF.mov 


Anarchie 


Author: Peter N. Lewis 

Platform: Macintosh 

Contact: ftp: //amug.org/pub/peterlewis/ 
Price: $10 U.S. 


FastPlayer 


Author: Kevin McMurtie 
Platform: Macintosh 

: Found on most com- 
mercial online services 
Price: Free 


‘Anarchie is the best FTP client for the Macintosh. It uses the 
“Finder” as @ metaphor, so remote sites can be manipulated as 
if they were part of your hard drive. It's scriptable, too: If a 
remote site Is busy, you can use Anarchie to keep trying to 
access a file on that site unti it's successful. Anarchie has 
bookmarks for all the popular Macintosh FTP servers, so there's 
no need to remember cryptic addresses. Three thumbs up! To 
find out more about using Anarchie, check out 
hetpillfep.share.com/peterlewis!. 


A superfast QuickTime player, which 
has the capability of preloading a 
QuickTime movie Into RAM. 


Netscape 
Navigator 2.0 


Manufacturer: Netscape 
Communications 
Contact: http://www. 
netscape.com 

Price: Free (demoware) 


Typeit4me 


Author: Riccardo Ettore 
Distributor: ZiffNet 

Contact: on eWorld: go key- 
word ZMAC; select “TEXT & 
PUBS TOOLS” in the Editors’ 
Choice library; on 
CompuServe: go keyword 
ZMAC; select “TEXT/PUB. 
TOOLS" in the libraries window 
Price: Free 


Typeit4me is essential if you enjoy 


The only Web browser that matters, 
the one that sets precedent, and the 
one by which all others are compared, 
And, since Netscape Is coming up 
with all those HTML extensions on its 
‘own, Navigator is the best way to see 


‘ert Tyler, Tim Wegner, Jonathan Osuch, Wes Loewer 


forums or chat. You can assign a key- 
word of up to 25 characters to bring 
up words, names, addresses, and 


all the pretty stuff on the Web. 
Version 2.0 also supports Java 
applets. 


Platform: |BIM-Compatible PCs 
contac! http://spanky.triumf.ca/www/fractint/fractint.htm! 
Price: Free 


This fractal generator program will let you make the intricate, hauntingly beauth 
ful pictures known as fractals (such as the one above, found at http://www.fish- 
net.net/~aybl). Fractals are generated by mathematical equations and have 
been said to be the poetic expression of infinity 


even full paragraphs of text. If you 
have prewritten text you'd like to 
share in a forum, use Typeitame. It’s 
excellent at reducing the amount of 
typing you'll have to do while online. It 
also helps to reduce the lull between 
postings. 


Play Telstar/The Ventures in Space 


Artist: The Ventures 

Record Label: Capitol Records 

Contact: http://cdnow.com:445/ 

in /mserver/SID=413851878/xs=2/page=popsearch 
Price: $11.77 U.S. 


Maybe this is taking the surfing metaphor too far, but surf music is perfect for 
Internet surfing, There are no annoying lyrics to break your concentration. This 
album, by an instrumental rock and roll group from Tacoma, WA, winds up with 
the best version of “Twilight Zone.” 


Pulp Fiction 
Soundtrack 


Artist: Various Artists 
Record Label: MCA Records 
Price: $16.99 U.S. 


The coolest collection of multi- 
thematic music. A perfect accompani- 
ment to @ power session of short- 
attention span surfing. 


In the Harem 


Artist: The Galaxy Trio 
Record Label: Estrus Records 
Price: $12 U.S. 


Another awesome, instrumental surf 
music title, this time from a group 
hailing from Portland, OR. 
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Labtec Speakers 
LC3210 


Manufacturer: Labtec 
Contact: 206 896 2020 
Price: $100 U.S. 


While the pricing is dangerous- 
ly close to our hundred dollar 
limit, and some stores may 
even sell them at a retail price 
that's a bit higher, the LC 
3210 is @ great sounding 
speaker system, with plenty 
bass but without the sub- 
woofer. The speakers are 
‘small enough to take up mini- 
mal desk space and are con- 

siderably better than others in 

the same price range. 


X-BAND 


Manufacturer: Catapult Entertainment 
Platform: Sega Genesis or Super NES 
Contact: 800 X4 XBAND 

Price: $19.99 U.S. 


We seem to write about XBand almost every other 
month. Why? We think it’s cool. It's not all that revolu- 
tionary, which makes jt all the more special. It's a sim- 
ple concept that no one else thought of. Play Sega and 
Nintendo games with live opponents across the Internet 
and get e-mail, too. It's just lots of fun for game fans, 


Connectix 
QuickCam 


Manufacturer: 
Connectix 
Platform: 
Macintosh, 
Windows 
Contact: 
http://www. 
connectix. 
com/ 

Price: $99 


QUIEKGNY 


KENSINGTON 
Turbo Mouse 


It's small and cute 
and can be 
attached to your 
Web server to sat- 
isfy the voyeuristic 
tendencies of your 
visitors. 


Kensington 
TurboMouse 


Manufacturer: Kensington 
Microware Ltd. 

Contact: 800 535 4242, 415 
752 2700 

Price: $99.95 U.S. 


This has tong been our favorite track 
ball. It’s crucial for cruising comfort. 


Wrist Rest 


Contact: http://www. 
netmedia.com/safe?page1@ 
15940crvb@pgid-N3 

Price: $20.00 U.S. 


All that clicking on hypertext links is sure to 
take its toll on your wrist. This can help. 
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Netscape 
Sweatshirt 


Manufacturer: 
Netscape 
Communications 
Contact: https:// 
merchant.netscape.com/ 
netstore/ 
Price: $39 U.S. 


Wear the Netscape logo on this warm sweatshirt, thereby announcing to all not 


only that you're @ complete cyber geek, but also that you use the most popular 
‘Web browser in the world. 


Surfer Mozilla Boxers 


Manufacturer: Netscape Communications 


Contact: https: ://merchant.netscape.com/netstore/ 
Price: $12 U.S, 


When you become such a Web head that you don't even bother 
to dress before getting online, at least throw on a pair of these 
fashionable boxers featuring the Netscape mascot, Mozilla. 


Confirmed Kill 


Manufacturer: Domark Software 
Platform: Windows 

Contact: http://www.domark. 
com/domark/ 

Price: Internet version is freely 
downloadable, but watch out for 
that online time cost 


Fly cool airplanes, pass over coo! " 
livion. Bad 


Descent 


3D-rendered landscapes, and then shoot and bomb everything into ob! 

News: It works only for Windows users. cD 
Manufacturer: Interplay 
Platform: DOS 


Contact: http://www.cybout. 
com/cgi-bin/product_ 
info?item=10667 

Price: $37.95 U.S. 


This fully 30 action game — with light 
source shading, texture mapping, 3D 
morphing, and directional sound 
effects — will have your head, not to 
mention your stomach, spinning. 
Lunging through 30 levels of robot- 
infested mines, you'll be fighting an 
unknown alien race, And you don’t 
have to do it alone. Descent lets you 
play head-to-head combat with its 
two-player modem and eight-player 
network support, 


Doom Il 


Manufacturer: GTS 

Platform: Mac, Power Mac, 
bos 

Contact: for Mac: 
http://www.cybout.com/cgi- 
bin/product_info?item=12518; 
for DOS: 
http://www.cybout.com/cgi- 
bin/product_info?item=12657 
Price: $45.95 U.S. 


An instant, classic shoot-'em up 
game. How could it lose when the 
object is to blast away at all the u 
nasty enemies, finding and using big- ie {ieted| see 
er and better weapons? It's lIke —. = 
‘shopping and shooting. 


Author: Paul Cunningham 
Platform: Macintosh 
Contact: TKSPaul@aol.com 
Price: Free 


Mines is the best of the mock Microsoft Windows’ Minesweeper games (which 
happened to be one of the few applications we were able to use successfully 
under Windows 3.1). 


There is a trite truism that time is money. It’s even more true if 

you are billed by the hour for your online access. You could find 

yourself quickly blowing the money you've saved by searching out 

our “cool things for under $100.” Luckily, though, these utilities 

can help you keep track of time. Online Time 
Manufacturer: Canal Run 
Platform: Windows 3.1. 
Contact: available via anony- 
mous FTP through 
ftp://ftp.cica,indiana.edu/ 
pub/pe/win3/winsock/oltime2 


X Timer 


Author: Eric Long 
Platform: Macintosh 
Contact: Available via anony- 


mous FTP to any of the Umich O.zip 
mirrors in path /util/comm/ Price: $19.95 + S&H + tax 
Price: $10 (shareware) (shareware) 


Online Time is similar to X Timer. It 
tracks your user name, the date and 
time of each session, and the 
amount of time spent in each section 
of a service. It writes this to a log 
file, which you can compare to your 
billing statement. Online Time also 
‘computes a monthly cost. il 


X Timer monitors how much time (and 
money) you're spending online. You 
set up your billing information for an 
online service or your PPP provider. X 
Timer will periodically remind you that 
you are online, and tell you how much 
money you've spent. 
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will tell you two things... 


...Where to go 


...and how to 


get there. 


The Net is your unique guide 
to cyberspace. We show you 
how to get involved in the 
Internet and how to get the 
most out of it 


Subscribe to the disc edition of 
The Net and get 12 issues and 12 
CD-ROM discs for just $39.95. 
These discs are packed with great 
software to help you get the most 
out of your time online. 


Or, subscribe today to receive 
only the magazine — 12 issues 
for just $24.95. 


For faster service, call us at 
800-706-9500. Outside the 
U.S. call 415-696-1661. Or, 
e-mail your subscription to 
subscribe@thenet-usa.com. 


i 
Berto. 
CALL eRies 


Subscribe today and save 
over 50% off the cover price. 


Send to: The Net, P.O. Box 56141, Boulder, CO 80322-6141 


YES! | want to subscribe to The Net 


O Send me 12 issues and 12 CD-ROM 
discs for just $39.95 SFWP1 
Q Send me 12 issues without discs 
for just $24.95 5FXA3 


Tate 
Phone 

payment method Oo visa O mc 0 Amex 1 bil me 

a ee ee 


account number 
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BATTLING BROWSER HELL 


Which of Netscape’s extensions are supported by 
other browsers? Knowing the answer may help 


by Mark Frost with 
Lynda Weinman, 


you optimize the design of your Web pages. 


TML (Hypertext Markup 
Language), the language of the 
World Wide Web, is defined by 
a standard, much like any other 
scripting or programming lan- 
guage is. But unlike most such languages, 
the process by which the HTML standard 
has been modified was short-circuited. 
The current HTML standard allows for 
text and graphics to be located on the 
same page and aligned flush left on the 
page. It also has some other basic format- 
ting options. These make for rather dull- 
looking Web pages. To enliven them, 
Netscape Communications, maker of the 
popular Navigator Web browser, along 
with other browser developers, has created 
their own HTML “tags,” or “extensions” to 
the standard. These extensions allow Web 
authors to align text and graphics in dif- 
ferent locations, create tables, and place 
attractive background graphics. 
While this has meant that Web authors 
and cruisers don't have to wait for painful~ 


Browsers: How Do They 


ly slow standards committees to determine 
the look of the Web, it also has resulted in 
a strange conundrum. Unless you use 
Netscape's browser, you probably won't 
get to see the results of all of these cool 
new “extensions.” 

But a possible change in this scenario 
is on the horizon. Microsoft, with version 
2.0 of its Internet Explorer browser, has 
created its own HTML extensions. (The 
browser currently works only with 
Windows 95.) Like those created by 
Netscape, Microsoft's extensions add new 
features (such as inclusion of digital video 
and animation on Web pages) that Web: 
authors can put on their sites. But the 
same downside prevails — unless users 
access sites that utilize these extensions 
with the Internet Explorer 2.0 browser, 
they won't see the effects. Of course, the 
other browsers, including of the commer- 
cial online services, will eventually include 
these extensions in their browsers. 

So, if you're designing a Web site, 


how do you choose which extensions to 
use in your site? Well, there are basically 
two choices. Since somewhere between 75 
and 90 percent of the people surfing the 
Web today are using Netscape Navigator, 
you could use any of the Netscape exten 
sions and feel comfortable knowing that 
most Web wanderers will see your site the 
way you meant it to be seen. Or, you could 
choose the lowest common denominator 
and use only standard HTML tags, which 
will make the page less interesting to look 
at but viewable by all who visit it. 

There is, of course, another possibili- 
ty: create both Netscape-savvy and basic 
HTML versions of your site. Let users select 
the appropriate version to view, or have 
your server recognize the browser at the 
users’ end and direct them to the appro- 
priate version of the site. A linked list of 
companies that offer scripts for this pur- 
pose is at The Net's Web Design-O-Rama 
page (http://www.thenet- 
usa.com/mag/design/design.html). 


ompare? 


WHICH BROWSERS SUPPORT THE MOST EXTENSIONS AND HTML TAGS? 


++ 


Colored text 

Font size control 

Header size control 
Background pattems 
Transparent GIF 

Border control 

JPEGs 

Center image alignment 
Left, right, middle alignment 


Lttltetil 


V-space H-space alignment 
Tables 
Custom horizontal rules 


Source: Lynda Weinman 
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Internet 


‘AOL Prodigy 
PC Pc Explorer 


Partial 


ti ttei ti 


Partial 


! 
2 
th tte eeeeeese 


NCSA 
Mosaic 


Netcom 
Netcrulser 


Navigator 
2.0 (beta) 


lteei eit 


EEE EEE HHH 


THE BROWSER TEST 


To help you make design decisions, take 
our browser test. It compares how different 
HTML tags look when viewed with various 
browsers. For our browsers, we used 


America Online (PC and Mac versions), 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0, NCSA 
‘Mosaic 2.01 (for Mac), Prodigy, Netcom 
Netcruiser (PC), and Netscape 2.0 beta 1 


(for PC and Mac). To keep up on the latest 
browser news, check out BrowserWatch 
(http://www.ski.mskec.org/ 
browserwatch/index.html). 


TEST | 
BACKGROUND COLORS AND TEXT 


In this compari wanted tc 


using hexadecima 


‘Howv's 6 wnt witha colored teckgiound, wxt and @ LINK color, ond a visited tisk color 


Hare's a mst using the <FONT SIZE =" +1"> mg 
How's o test vane to SPONT SIZE="+2"> ng 


Hens anatase te <FONT SIZE="+3"'> ug 
evsamtmem SPONT SIZE="44"> 
Here's a test using the <Hi> tag. 


Hore’s a test using the <H2> tag. 


Horo's # test using the <H3> tag. 
Hote's @ wat asing the <I4> wg. 


NETSCAPE: MAC {2.0 beta 1) 


Netscape shows backgroun 
type sizes. 


, link, and visited link colors, as well as different 


ores tet wih colored Packt, ad 


olor. and 6 mated ik cilac 


Hereita tau yang de SPONTT SUZ H1 tag 
Hate test uaa the <FONT "Dag 


Hare's sven winatie FONT SIZE="4-3"> oe 


teoissnwnis <PONT SIZE="+4">.. 


Here's a test using the <P> tag. 


Here's a test using the <H2> tag. 
Here's i test aning the <H tag, 


Wate te nein tho <1 en, 


0 a hg ES ag 


Fe eee es sts leo 


dence with the PC. 


fm vai «Hy 


pe Wan 


America 


Netscape Onli Prodigy 


Internet. NCSA 
Explorer Mosaic 


id background: Netcom 


Netcruiser 


PRODIGY 


Prodigy’s browser sup- 
ports different header 
tags, but that's It in. || Here's a test using the < H1> tag, 
this example. Prjere's a test using the <H2> tag 
Here's a test using the < H13> tag 
Heros ates sing the < HA> tag 
Here usng the <>, 


NETCOM 
NETCRUISER 


This browser doesn’t sup- 
port colored back- 
grounds, colored text, or 
font size control, 


INTERNET 
EXPLORER 


2.0 "<FONT SIZ My 
Microsoft's wae fol FONT SIZE !44 "> 
lows the Netscape font filers» soot using rhe <ILL> (ngs 
size tags, as well as Back: joe. i ssinu ihe “12> ing 
Bround and link COTS. Pieces vig oy 


Here's atest using the < HI> tng. 


ores a ent using the < H2> tag. 
re et mag he <> ag 


AMERICA ONLINE: MAC 


‘AOL supports background and link colors, but 
not font=size tags. 


AMERICA ONLINE: PC 


‘The PC version of AOL's browser doesn't support 
colored backgrounds or have font size control. 


NCSA MOSAIC (2.04) 


ike Prodigy, NCSA Mosaic only supports 
different header tags In this example. 
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TEST Il 
BACKGROUND PATTERNS, as. AND BORDERS 
Here, we wanted to examine 

ttern tiles, transparer 


nd |PEGs. 


other graphic w 


s wizard Ran 


ium qu 


‘@: The first tage is « transparent gif It should float freely 
sear imei hinwee 


° The eg cngemn rtrd Osc 


° ira ron ema Ithes sborter=10 
tag <img src= 


This ise jpeg image by Rand Worrell. 


NETSCAPE: MAC (2.0 beta 1) 

jetscape's browser for the Macintosh supports tiled backgrounds and trans- 
parent IF and has flexibility In displaying borders. The browser also displays 
JPEG images. 


© The Gist ange isa transparent gf lt should Sout Geely on thebackgr ound 

(© "The secbnid nage ix bik Co another page Trehouldhsvs = thn bios, detail border srwtnd ® 
‘The tard anage has 8 botder=0 tag <eng sre~'Se gPborder=d 2aboidd be amis 

9 "Tue fourth iaage shold has af blue border second Tt has a border= 0 tag “eng, 
seom be gor dere 10 > 


NETSCAPE: PC (2.0 beta 1) 


Mac version, Navigator for the PC supports tiled backgrounds and 
Snwoperent Oite, sou hes teoitiney io ungiaying seniors ond SPER unease 
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ground transparent Tet inp seep Ya i gn 


and JPEGs, but lacks border 


Spiceryeeisemoruaniainceey 
Sraaeterre 


+ agtimpiedetapceetegrnts te 


* Remedi erhceinaret ne ein 


AMERICA ONLINE: 
mm PC 


‘AOL for the PC lacks support for 
background patterns, but has 
‘Support of transparent GIFs, 
JPEGs, and border control, 


NETCOM [GG G G 
NETCRUISER |. --—-—-— 


As this image shows, Netoom |? SoS So 
Netcrulser does not support 

background patterns, border con- 

trol, transparent GIFs or JPEGs. 


Prodigy supports zero-width bor- 
ders but no other widths. It also 
supports transparent GIFs. But no 
‘such luck with JPEGS or |) oretssmgisssmpes gt 1 aut ta tty tence 
‘oe Patterns, || Seeageeoereeenre sana 


Singer rete tg rte>tte 


‘sere edt bee nbn et eet 
Setegertas grote 


NCSA MOSAIC: MAC 
(2.04) 


NCSA Mosaic lacks support for 
border contro! and background 
patterns, but does support trans- 
parent GIFs and JPEGs 


INTERNET 
EXPLORER 
(2.0) 


Like Netscape Navigator, Internet 


Setietterent thet roretee 
f ip hon yack Snare ad 


Explorer supports 
border control, ar sites whirkctrec actrees 

background patterns, transparent 

GIFs, and JPEGs. 


TEST Ill 


IMAGE ALIGNMENT 


Here we teste ther the browser ort image al 


Bruce Heavin one-eyed smiley 


), and named “smiley. gif 


‘Hee 8 cratered 
‘ext and image wing the <cpnver > 


Heem's xt and an image with no oignment ag 
| aa ei oe tat 


NETSCAPE: MAC (2.0 beta 4) 


This Image shows things lining up the way we wanted them to, 


Hive crated 
te oid age ulate Ceenter tag 


ler ve wd anag wotno agaant ags 


Hives ert alpied to the top oft age Ung the <a fleavn paar 


Hires vet aged to the mide of te age urge <rrem"Senae ph abzrcidde"otng 


fere's ended othe bottom Of the wnage sing the <tre='Benaae pager’ 


fere's the knnge alge 
vn the 
nem’ Binamie EArt» 


Heres te ange aged 


Ino i <tew Gene BEalomle nn 
‘hace ode wound te ange ong he 
ypnceni0 ag 


Feces oe anage aged right 
Sot he <som Became pf agora 


NETSCAPE: PC (2.0 beta 4 


‘Again, on the PC, things line up the way we want. 


America 


Netscape Onlin: 


Prodigy 


was used over 
Internet 
Explorer 


NCSA 


Netcom 
Mosaic r 


Netert 


eS ee dee wm rt 


Bose 


Asean mpg 


AOL: MAC 


AOL for the Mac does a pretty good 
Job of following alignment directions, 
with the exception of left, right, and 
middle alignment, and V-space 
H-space alignment. 


AOL: PC 

AOL for the PC follows alignment 
directions a bit less well than the 
Mac version, since it can't do center 
image alignment. 


INTERNET 
EXPLORER (2.0) 


Microsoft's Internet Expl 
the alignment tags to a 


rer reads 


PRODIGY 

Like AOL, Prodigy follows the major 
alignment directions, except for 
aligning the image to the left with 
space added around the image and 
aligning the image to the right. 


NCSA MOSAIC (2,01) 
Like Ne 


wigator and Internet 
NETCOM NETCRUISER Explorer, NSA Mosaic supports all 
This browser ‘supports center image the alignment tags. 

alignment and left, right, and middle 

alignment, although it lacks V-space 

H-space alignment. 
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TEST IV 
TABLES AND HORIZONTAL RULES 


set of browser comparisons was designec 


and custom t 


a Internet NCSA Netcom 


Netscape Online Prodigy Explorer Mosaic Netcruiser 


Home's one that's been wit ‘0 be 10 pixels wide: 


‘Here's one that's been tod wo be 10 pixels fot 


= 
‘Here's one that's been tt to be 10 pitels high and 10 ptrels vite: 


‘Here's one that's been told to align left and be 10 pizels high and 10 pissis wide: 
fe 
Here's one that's been oll to not have shading} 


NETSCAPE: MAC (2.0 beta 1) 

Netscape extei have a number of controls to make links and borders 
different widths and heights. With the exception of Microsoft's Internet 
Explorer, other browsers couldn't read these tags except to draw full horizontal 
lines. 


(Bers atble wit the deft border 


Rama vanaf 


eee a tard hort e 
ace’ ome thats ben ldo be 10 pls wide 

Here's or tht’ ben tod to be 10 pot a 

He's hs ben told yb 10 pt igh ed 10 pc woe 

Here's oe tha been edo age and be 10 pols gh a 10 pots we 


Here's one that been told to wot have sg 


NETSCAPE: PC (2,0 beta 1) 


Again, this Image shows tables and horizontal rules the way we want them to 
be seen. 
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AOL: MAC 


AOL for the Mac was unable 
‘to show tables or horizontal 
rules correctly. 


ene eh aed opp 


he yi bmg 


AOL: PC 

Likewise, AOL for the PC was 
unable to read the table and hori- 
zontal rule tags except to draw 
full horizontal lines. 


NETCOM 
NETCRUISER 


Neither could Netcom 
Netcruiser draw tables and 
horizontal rules properly. 


NCSA MOSAIC 
2.01) 


‘Again, NCSA Mosaic could not 
‘support tables and custom 
horizontal rules. 


PRODIGY 


‘The same was true 
Prodigy's browser. 


INTERNET 
EXPLORER (2.0) 


Besides Netscape Navigator, 
Microsoft's Internet Explorer 
was the only browser capable 
of reading table and custom 
horizontal rule tags. 


how to 


TEST V 
ENTER MICROSOFT'S INTERNET EXPLORER 
Here we look at a demo of what Microsoft's Internet Explorer 2.0 can do, and compare it with 
the other browsers. Microsoft's browser is expected to be able to let you insert a picture, video 


clip, or VRML window; play a background sound: insert a scrolling text marquee: put individu- 
al colored cells in a table; and use fixed backgrounds. 


In all the hoopla greeting 
Netscape Navigator and 
Mictosoft’s Intemet 
Explorer, NCSA Mosaic has 
gotten somewhat lost in the 
shuffle. But according to a 
tech support person, NCSA 
Mosaic supports several 
features not supported by 
Netscape’s Navigator or 
Microsoft's Internet 
Explorer: 


Ecosoft., 


A Multimedia Publisher 
Presenting a sampling of our latest Multimedia CD-ROM! 


* Subscripts and 
‘superscripts 
* Centered tables 


Other features of NCSA 
Mosaic include: 


* “Autosurf,” which lets 
users set the browser to 
“crawl” up to 4,000 docu- 
ments automatically, thus 
preloading the cache for 
faster document retrieval. 
According to the 


€0 ! 

Title of CD-ROM | Price 
Livesinthe Rain  |$35.99 
Vanishing Wetlands |$35.99 
The Lost City $42.99 
Tropical Storms $29.99 
Coastal Currents [$29.99 


spokesperson, “this is 
particularly useful for slow 
connections.” 

Ihat's new,” a feature 
that goes through some or 
all entries in a user's 


INTERNET EXPLORER (2.0) hotlist and reports which 
This demo of Internet Explorer shows some of Its special features, including support of animation and inline video (hard sites have changed since 
to capture on a static page, of course), and ability to support a fixed background. ‘aad eRe 


“Collaboration,” which 
lets people surf the Web 
togeth 

chat capability. When one 
person follows a link, oth- 
ers in the group automati- 
cally follow that link. In 
addition, says the spokes- 
person, “files are easily 
exchanged between par- 
ticipants in the collabora- 
tion session,” m= 


Web Design-o-Rama Terms 

* GIF (Graphics Interchange Format): A common file format for graphics appearing on the Web. 
All graphics-capable browsers can show GIF graphics inline with text. 

* JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group): Another file format increasingly being used for graph- 
ics on the Web; it produces files that are smaller than GIFs. 


* Transparent GIF: This is a feature of GIF89a’s that lets you make your GIF graphic appear as if 
it is lying against the same color background as your Web page (otherwise, GIF graphics may 
appear to be in a colored box that doesn’t match the color of the Web page background). 

* Border Control: The ability to control the width and dimensions of a border around an image. 

* Hexadecimal Callout: The code entered to select a hexadecimal color specification when 
preparing Web pages for browsers that support colored text and backgrounds. 
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Voyage into Cyberspace 
with a 000k. 


“A wide and “For anyone interested “The liveliest, 
devoted in the recreational most readable 
readership.” uses of personal online guide 
—The Wall Street computers...” yet!” 

Journal —The New York Times —USA Today 


Computer boas for the fun ol it. 


rts Mania on 
‘nlormation 
way 


(i 
& 


Net Guide introduces you 
to the exciting new world of Cyberspace. Ner Games 
directs you to the incredible games people play there, Net Chat reveals the secret 

places where millions of people talk, debate, hang out, and meet. Net Money leads you to the thou- 
sands of sites in Cyberspace that are revolutionizing the way we manage our personal finances. Net 
‘Trek helps you plot your journey to the furthest reaches of the sci-fi galaxy. Net Sports brings you 
to center court in Cyberspace with stats, scores, and sports talk. And Net Tech is your guide to the 
tech support, product news, and software resources available on the Info Highway. 


Available in Bookstores Everywhere! 
ven Visit our Web guide at http://www.ypn.com 


a. % pees s . 


oh 


nimated titles are a 
by-product of a bug 
in Netscape 
Navigator 1,1 that 
reads multiple 
“TITLE” tags and gives the 
effect of having a moving title 
across the top of your screen. 

Granted, most people find 
this “feature” annoying, 
including the makers of the 
Netscape Navigator browser. 
They ignored multiple body 
and title tags in newer versions 
of the browser. But never fear, 
these tags have shown up in 
America Online’s browser, 
NCSA Mosaic, and other 
browsers. 

Used in moderation, the 
“feature” is actually a nifty lit- 
tle hack that can help illustrate 
an online story, poem, distrac- 
tion, what-have-you. My 
example (found at http:// 
www.thenet-usa.com/ 
mag/stafficrystal/ 
jeffy.html) probably takes the 
title bar animation tolerance 
level to its limit. m 


ANIMATING TITLE BARS 


Using an unintended "feature" of Netscape 1.1, Web page 
designers can create moving titles across the top of the 
computer screens of their viewers. We show you how. 


by Crystal Waters 


SHTML><HEAD> 
SHITLESHe</TITEE 

>He< LE> 
<TITLE>Her</TITLE> STEP 4 
<TITLE>Here</TITLE> Sage 


<TITLE>Here'</TITLE> 
<TITLE>Here's</TITLE> 


<STITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 


</TITLE> 
a</TITLE> 
an</TITLE> 


To create an animated title bar, the “TITLE” "/TITLE” tag, 
which tells the browser what to display in the title bar of 
that page, is used repeatedly around whatever text you 

wish to appear. 


<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here’s 
STITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 


an </TITLE> 
an a</TITLE> 
an an</TITLe> 
an ann</TITLe> 

an anno</TITLe> 

an annoy</TITLE> 
an annoyi</TITLE> 
an annoyin</TITLE> 


STEP 2 


an 


<TITLE>Here's 
STITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
S<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
STITLE>Here's 
STITLE>Here's 
S<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
STITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
STITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 


an 
an 
an 
an 
an 


annoying</TITLE> 


annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 


</TITLE> 
s</TITLE> 
sp</TITLE> 
spe</TITLE> 


In this case, to make the text “spell” itself 
out, | added one character per line, 
repeated the line with yet another 
character, and so on. 


annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying 
annoying< 


an 
an 


spec</TITLE> 
speci</TITLE> 
specia</TITLE> 
special</TITLE: 
special < 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special 
special e 
special <, 
special</ 
specia</T 
speci</TIT! 
spec</TITLE> 
spe</TITLE> 
sp</TITLE> 
s</TITLE> 
</TITLE> 
/TITLE> 


> 
E> 
LE> 
TLE> 
ITLE: 
effect</TITL 
effect</TITLE> 
TITL 
ITLE 
TLE> 
LE> 
—> 
> 


annoyin</TITLE> 
annoyi</TITLE> 
annoy</TITLE> 
an anno</TITLE> 


a</TITLE> 
an </TITLE> 


an</TITLE> 
a</TITLE> 
</TITLE> 


<TITLE>Here's</TITLE> 
<TITLE>Here's-</TITLE> 


STEP 3 

To shrink (or “erase”) text, | took out one character per 
line. | left the word “Here's” and played off of It to spell 
out “Here’s. .. . JEFFY!”. 


<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's 
<TITLE>Here's- 
<TITLE>Here's.- 
<TITLE>Here's- 
<TITLE>Here's- 


<TITLE>Here's-. 
Staehbsttene’s sees 


</HEAD 


JEF</TITLE> 
JEFF</TITLE> 
JEFFY</TITLE> 
JEFFY!</TITLE> 


STEP4 
Finally, | ended the "/HEAD” tag and went 
on to less annoying coding. 


<BODY Background="../../.-/Images/tiles/staff/bsta 
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creaTinc AN IMAGE MAP 


Want a graphic image on your Web page to have 
“hot areas” that act as links to URLs? Here’s how. 


f you've ever been to a site that uses a graphic image as a 
navigational tool, you've seen an image map at work, 
Basically, an image map is made up of two elements: The 
graphic you see on the page through your browser, and a 
text file that contains the link information. 

Imagine that an image map is a graphic with an invisi- 
ble grid behind it. If you pass your cursor over an image map, 
you'll notice that at the bottom of the browser window, you see 
positioning information in the form of X and ¥ coordinates that 
change as you move your cursor. 

There are a variety of applications that will allow you to cre- 
ate image maps. Before you choose one, make sure to find out if 
your server supports image maps. Image maps can only be pro- 
cessed by Web servers with the appropriate CGI (Common Gateway 
Interface) for doing so. Check with your Web master/mistress and 
find out if including an image map is doable. If so, you should 


CREATING AN IMAGE MAP ON A MACINTOSH 


by Mark Frost 


also ask if s/he has a recommended image map application. In the 
next few pages, we'll look at the most popular shareware image 
map applications for both the Macintosh and Windows platforms, 
as a way of showing just how to create an image map. 


BEFORE GETTING STARTED, YOU'LL NEED; 

1. An Image you would like to use as an Image map. This image 
should be a GIF, though some image map applications will also 
handle PICT and JPEG images. In our example, we're using the 
navigation graphic from Pedro Meyer's ZoneZero/One Web site 
(http://zonezero.com!). 

2. Images or pages you would like your image map to point to. 
You'll need to know the exact locations/URIs for those images 
and pages you want linked. Since we are creating a naviga- 
tional image map in our example, we'll want to link to differ- 
ent documents. 


(using WebMap by Rowland Smith, http://www.city.net/cnx/software/webmap.html). For more information about creating 
image maps on a Mac, visit John Wiederspan’s lessons at http://www.uwtc.washington.edu/Computing/WWWiILessons/ 


Map.htmil. 


STEP 4; 


Open the graphic. 


STEP 2: 


Create a hot spot. 


close Ww 
save “Ss 
Save Asi. 

Revert to Saved 


Import from Text. 
Export As Text... RE 
Export as Resource... 


Page Setup... 
Print 


Quit x 


Select “Open” 
under the file 
menu. 


|  zonezer 


from analog to 


Choose one of the 
drawing tools 
from the pallet to 
select an area of 
the graphic as a 
link. Since the 
buttons and cor- 
responding text 
blocks are rectan- 
gular, we'll use 


o/one 


photography 


spots. Clicking on 
the arrow tool will 
allow us to accu- 
rately place and 
size the regions. 
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STEP 3; 


STEP 4: 


STEP 5: 


STEP 6: 


STEP 7: 


OTHER 
PERTINENT 
INFO: 


Define the link. 


Once you have defined a region (Step 2), you'll 

see a window allowing you to enter text to 

describe the linked document in two different 

formats: as comments, and as an URL. Enter the 
URL of the document to be linked in the space 

Py) next to “URL:”. When entering be sure to 

take into account the locations of the linked 

files relative to the page where this graphic will 

be located. if you're unsure, use the absolute URL (in the form 

of http://www.myserver.com/page.html). 


create the WEI 
PECISTERING 


Define the remaining links. 


Repeat the actions described in Step 3 until you have defined 
links for all the buttons on the graphic. 


Save the graphic. 
File pz 


Select "Save As” under the “File” 
menu and save the image in the same 
file as the page onto which it will be 
included. 


Export the map file. 


en and 


save that file in the 
same folder as the 
raphic. 


navigate.gif 
navigate. gif 


D) navigate gitamep 


Z 


in 
the appropriate 


HeeN Ce Formac: RSA] 


This format will be determined by the server you 
will be using. Ask your Web meister/mistress for direction. 


Debugging. 


Select the arrow tool from the tool pallet. Click in any of the active regions you have created in the 
Previous steps, The URL of the linked page or graphic should appear in the box labeled “URL:” at the 
top of the window. 


WebMap (the latest version, when we checked, was 2.0b9), was written by Rowland Smith. It’s not 
available as shareware, It’s sold as commercial software for $25. If you paid for a previous version of 
WebMap, you'll be able to download the latest version from http://www.city.net/enx/ 
software/webmap.html. 
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STEP 2; 


Why Make 


Map? 


Image maps are a great 
way to make your site navi- 
gable for users, particularly 
if you have a number of 
‘small graphics that you 
want to use as @ menu of 
selections. You can unify 
these graphics into @ sin- 
gle image map, which 
means that visitors to your 
site will only have to open 
‘one connection to view the 
graphics. Otherwise, they 
would have to open one 
connection per graphic, 
and if you have six or 
seven graphics, that 
means a lot of download 
time for your visitors. 


STEP 3: 
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CREATING AN IMAGE MAP IN WINDOWS 


(using MapEdit by Thomas Boutell, found at http://sunsite.unc.edu/pub/packages/! 
infosystems/WWW/tools/mapedit/.) 


Open the graphic. 2, apedit 


Create a new image map by 
selecting "Open/Create” from 
“File” menu. 


Tools Help 


Save 
Save As... 
Edit Default URL... 


Create a “hot spot.” 


Choose one of the 
drawing tools from Fle 
the tools menu to 
select an area of 

the graphic as a 
link. Since our but- 
tons are rectangu- 


Ma 
Click the left ok 

mouse button in 

the center of the rae 3 sf 

first rectangle and 

drag to the outer 

edge of the button. 


Accurately 
placing and sizing 
the rectangle can 
be frustrating in 
Mapédit, since 
there's no way to 
adjust the location of the hot spot once you've drawn it. If you 
place the rectangle off target or make it too big, just delete it and 
start again. Remember, hot spots cannot overlap. 


Define the link. Object 


[nes ie ee] 

URL for clicks on this object: 

__Sancel_| 
Delete 


Once you have defined a region (Step 
2), you'll see a dialog box, within which 
you must. 


locations of the linked files relative to 
the page where this graphic will be 
located. If you're unsure, use the abso- 
ute URL (in the form of http:// 
www.myserver.com/ 

page.html). 


how to 


STEP 4: Define the remaining links. 


Repeat the process outlined in Step 3 until you have defined links 
for all the buttons on the graphic. 


STEP 5: save the map file. 


Select "Save as” under the 
“File” and save the map file 
you have just created, Place it 
in the same folder as the 
graphic to which it belongs 
You can select the appropriate 
file format (NCSA or CERN) for 
the map file at this time. This 
format will be determined by 
the server you are using 


Debugging. 


“> Mapedit 


Polygon Under the “Tools” menu, select “Test and 
Circle Edit.” Now, click within one of the active 
= regions you have created. The dialog box you 


Rectangle saw in Step 3 will appear and you can check 
—s or edit the link if you wish 


OTHER mapedit was created by Thomas Boutell and boutell com, Inc. It is not public domain software, After 
PERTINENT 30 days of evaluation, educational and Nonprofit institutions must send a postcard, All others need 
INFOQ; to pay for Mapedit in order to continue using it after 30 days. Licensing one copy costs $25. m 


PLACES TO FIND COOL IMAGE MAPS: 
EES ig 


Electronic References (http; Le 
lib.jupul.edu/erefs /erefs.htmi). ; 


A favorite ts Safari Touch Tank (http:// 
q oberon.educ.stu.ca/splash/tank.htm). 
NWHQ, an online arts 
magazine, uses an 
image map to direct 


you to its offerings 
(http://www. 
knosso.com/NWHQ). 


‘The Southwestem Bell Telephone is at T 


http://www.shc.com/swbell/swbel-lg.html, Visitors to Washington, D.C. can get a feel 
for the city at http://sc94.ameslab.gov/ 
Novell, Inc. uses a great image map: TOUR/tour.html. 
| http://www.novell.com. 
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K, so you're a pret~ 
ty popular person. 
You get a decent 
handful of e-mail 
each day from 
friends, co-workers, and 
admirers. At the end of each 
day, most of that handful of 
mail is prolly still hanging 
around in your mailbox, tak- 
ing up space, never to be read 
again. Or maybe you're one of 
those serious infomaniacs — 
someone who subscribes to all 
sorts of mailing lists ("I've just 
got to know all the latest from 


BEGINNER'S PAGE 


HOW TO SORT YOUR MAIL WITHOUT "GOING POSTAL” 


Finding that your mailbox is getting out of control as 


by Mark Frost 


admirers, marketers, family members, etc. send you elec- 
tronic messages? Learn how to “filter” your e-mail. 


quilting, and motorcycling 
mailing lists!") Not only does 
your average infomaniac/mail- 
ing-list junkie get more e-mail 
than a trainload of the rest of 
us, this person (more often 
than not) is even less attentive 
to the task of cleaning up his 
or her pile of electrons. 

What's a person to do? If 
you're getting your e-mail 
through Eudora (and, accord- 
ing to our reader survey, most 
of you are), there's a handy lit- 
tle feature called “Filter” that 
you rilly oughtta know about. 


started, though — this feature 
is only available in the current 
commercial versions of Eudora. 
If you've been coasting along 
with the Eudora Lite (or free) 
version — either downloaded 
off the net or courtesy of your 
friendly neighborhood service 
provider — break into the 
piggy bank and go get the real 
version (check out the Eudora 
Web site at http://www2. 
pcy.mci.net/marketplace/ 
qualcommi/, or call 800 238 
3672 to order). Nuff said. 

Back to filtering. The 


tate mailbox to store e-mail 
originating from specific indi- 
viduals or dealing with a com- 
mon subject. Then, as mail 
comes in, Eudora automatically 
pulls it from your “in” box and 
moves it to the appropriate 
mailbox. Eudora filters are a 
great way to sort your mail so 
that you don’t have to go dig- 
ging to find the important 
stuff. 

Say | want to filter mes~ 
sages from someone named 
Akbar and those concerning a 
specific subject (e.g., quilt- 


the flyfishing, astrogeological, A brief word before we get 


STEPS 1-18 


basic idea is to make a sepa~ ing). Here’s how I'd do it: 


1. Under the "Window" menu, select “Mailboxes.” 

2. On the left side of the dialog box, select “New” to create anew 
mailbox. 

3. Enter the name “Akbar” in the dialog box and click “OK.” 

4, Under the “Window” menu, select “Filters.” 

5. Click on “New” in the lower left corner of the “Filters” window; 
you'll see that a new filter called “untitled” has been created. 

6. In the upper right of the “Filters” window, click on the menu arrow 
next to where it says “header” and select “From:". 
7. In the box next to “contains” type “Akbar.” These last two steps 
tell the filter that you want it to look for the word “Akbar” in each 
incoming e-mail's “From” address. 

8, In the bottom right corner of the window, click in the box next to 
the words “Transfer to:.” This will bring up a dialog box asking you to 
select a mailbox from the “Transfer” menu. 

9, Select “Akbar” from the transfer menu. The filter is automaticelly 
renamed “Akbar (From:)”. With this filter, all e-mail from anyone 
named Akbar will automatically be forwarded into the new mailbox 


(Cio) Heme) | ater: ihemg Ode Chana 
nr 
5 ——— 1) This te what your 
= “Filter” screen 
7 will look lke 2s 
——— ce ||! | 
|| iter that witt 
Tetons place all mes- 
ae | rr 
tape ‘one named Akbar 
a en Into a new mait- 
2 box called 
(Hew) CRemowe)}] Ea Trarater to: Cc etter } | “Akbar.” 
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named “Akbar.” Remember to save your new filter when you close 
the “Filters” window. 

10. To create a filter looking for e-mail about a specific subject, in 
this case quilting, repeat steps one and two mentioned earlier, then 
enter the word “Quilting” in the dialog box. Click O.K., and close the 
“Mailboxes” window. 

11, Repeat steps four and five mentioned earlier. 

12. In the upper right of the “Filters” window, click on the menu 
arrow next to where it says “header” and select “Subject:”. 

13. In the box next to “contains” type “quilting.” These last two 
steps tell the filter that you want it to look for the word “quilting” in 
each incoming e-mail's subject line. 

14, Below where you just typed “quilting,” click on the word 
“ignore,” then scroll down and select the word “or.” 

15. In the next section down, select <<Body>> next to the word 
“header:”. 

16. Next to the word “contains” just below where you selected 
<<Body>>, type the word “quilting.” 

47. In the bottom right comer of the window, click in the box next to 
the words “Transfer to:". This will bring up a dialog;box asking you to 
select @ mailbox from the “Transfer” menu, 

18. Select “Quilting” from the transfer menu. The filter is automati- 
cally renamed “Quilting (Subject:).” With this filter, all e-mail with 
the word “Quilting” in the subject line or within the body of the mes- 
‘sage will automatically be forwarded into the new mailbox named 
“Quilting.” Remember to save your new filter when you close the 
“Filters” window. 

There you have it. Now you can let Eudora do all your e-mail house- 
keeping, freeing you to subscribe to more mailing lists. ™ 


The ultimate information resource on the new wave of games systems 


Subscribe 
today 


and save 


over 50% 


né-apictat 


SP 


NPM the facts 


Call us at 
1-800-706-9500 or 


NGSUBS@aol.com. 
Have your credit card 
: ; 5 the as 
information available. commercials. 
Only $29.00 for 12 


issues delivered right to un 5F218 
your door each month. 


Where can | get 
information that | 
can download and 
read off-line on cre- 

ating a Web page? Also, 
where can | get the tools to 
create a page and then after- 
wards add it to the Web? 


Web sites that help 

you create Web pages 

abound all over the 

net. | suggest you start 
at The Direct Connection: Web 
Editing Resources Page 
(http://www.dircon.co.uk/ 
tde/wwwedit.html), which 
has quite a few resources to 
help you design your own Web 
pages. 

Once you get the general 
idea behind Web page pub- 
lishing and HTML (Hypertext 
Markup Language), you can 
look at templates for Web 
pages at http://www.duke. 
edu/websrv/templ/. Use 
these templates as actual 
examples for your own pages, 
or just peruse them for some 
ideas, This site also has a 
selection of graphic images 
you can use on your own Web 
page. 


HTML PUBLISHING 


HTML Publishing on the Internet pro- 
vides good info for getting you start- 
ed as a Web publisher. 
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nETPAQ 


Got a question about getting or staying online? We've got answers. Send 
them to us via e-mail to faq@thenet-usa.com, or by snail mail to FAQ c/o 
The Net 1350 Old Bayshore Highway, Suite 210 Burlingame, CA 94010. 


When you get your page 
designed and ready, go to the 
Free Home Page Servers List of 
sites that offer free pages at 
http://uptown.turnpike. 
net/j/JonsPage/freepages. 
html. If you can't find what 
you're looking for through 
these links, do a Lycos search 
on Web pages (http:i/lycos. 
com) for many more links. For 
the ultimate in off-line read- 
ing, try an actual book: HTML 
Publishing on the Internet 
(Windows; $49.95 U.S.) from 
Ventana Press (http://www. 
vmedia.comi/alternate/cat 
Ipress/storelpiw/). It comes 
with a CD-ROM with templates 
and conversion software. 


Is there a list of 

Internet Relay Chat 

servers? | download- 

ed Netscape Chat and 
am trying to find some 
servers to connect to. 


Internet Relay Chat, or 

IRC, lets people from 

all around the net join 

in “chats,” or real- 
time conversations, either in 
groups or privately. Internet 
Relay Chats first penetrated the 
general public's consciousness 
during the 1991 Persian Gulf 
War, when they provided up- 
to-the minute details from the 
front. They got more publicity 
in 1993 during the anti-Yeltsin 
coup, as IRC users from Moscow 
gave live reports about the 
current situation there. 

To use IRC, you run a 
“client” program (usually 
called IRC) that connects to the 
IRC network via another pro- 
gram called a “server,” which 
passes messages from user to 


user over the network. You'll 
need an IRC client, which 
varies depending on which 
operating system you're using. 
You can read about the basics 
and see how to obtain a client 
at either of these two Internet 
Relay Chat sites: http:// 
www2.undernet.org:8080/ 
~cs93jtl/IRC.html or 
http://www.main.com/ 
dmslirc.html. These sites 
have great FAQs (Frequently 
Asked Questions lists) to read, 
too, if you're just getting start- 
ed. Here's a list of IRC servers 
to get you going: 


in the U.S.: 
irc.bu.edu 
irc.colorado.edu 
ire.uiuc.edu 

* in Canada: 
sol.csd.unb.ca 

* in Europe: 
irc.funet.fi 
cismhp.univ-lyon4.fr 
disuns2.epfi.ch 
irc.nada.kth.se 
sokrates.informatik.uni-kl.de 
bim.itc.univie.ac.at 
* in Australia: 
jello.qabc.ug.oz.au 


To get a more compre- 
hensive list, FTP to ftp://es- 
ftp.bu.edu:lirc/support/. 


Ihave a Macintosh 
and want to start a 
BBS (Bulletin Board 
System). Can you 
give me some hints as to 
where I can get some 
software? Preferably 
shareware/ freeware. 


Getting shareware/ 
freeware before buy- 
ing expensive com- 
mercial packages is a 


by Kay Yarborough Nelson 


good idea. You won't have to 
spend a lot of bucks if the pro- 
gram doesn't perform as you 
expected, and you can always 
try another program if the first 
one doesn’t suit your needs. 
There are lots of things you'll 
need to consider, and what 
may be the easiest BBS system 
for you to operate as a sysop 
may not turn out to be the 
easiest for your users to use. 

In any case, it’s a good 
idea to try several packages. 
FirstClass from Softarc Inc. is a 
popular and intuitive BBS 
interface. Its client software for 
Mac and Windows is free. 
FirstClass Server costs $95, plus 
shipping and handling, Call 
905 415 7000, or write sales@ 
softarc.com. A place where 
you'll find some is the Mac FTP 
Sites (http:/Iwww.macfaq. 
com/software.html). Or, 
Gopher to Info-Mac at 
gopher://sumex_aim. 
stanford.edu/11/info_mac. 
Choose Communications from 
the gopher menu, then Bulletin 
Boards. For commercial soft- 
ware, look at Yahoo's BBS 
Management site at http:// 
www.yahoo.com/ 
Business_and_Economy/ 
Companies/Computers! 
Software/BBS_ 
Management. 

For some good off-line 
guidelines about designing 
your BBS's help screens, policy 
statements, policies for deal- 
ing with problem callers, and 
the like, you might want to 
read John Hedke's Using 
Computer Bulletin Boards, 2nd 
Edition (MIS Press, 800 488 
5233). It discusses issues you 
may not have thought of, like 
configuring menus. @ 


So, you'r" 


all the news, 
And if sports f 
wacky home pages | 
on... heh helt. 


aren't your 


AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Mail to: ahl-news-request 
@andrew.cmu.edu 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


ARIZONA HIKING 

Mall to: 
102110,265@compuserve.com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


BASEBALL HISTORY 
Mail to: godux@teleport.com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


BIKE COMMUTING 

Nail to: majordomo@cyeling.org 
Type: Subscribe bikecommute 
<your name> 


BIKING MIDWEST 

Mall to: majordomo 
G@fujisphysics.indiana,edu 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


CAVING/SPELUNKING 

Mail to: 
listproc@speleolagy.s.yale-edu 
‘Type: SUBSCRIBE CAVERS-DIGEST 
your name> 


Crossbow 

Hail to; crossbow-request 
@dfw.net 

Type: Subscribe thrower 


‘ype: Sub BICYCLE <your name> 


DEAD RUNNERS SOCIETY 
Mail to: LISTSERV 
@DARTCMS1.DARTMOUTH.€OU 
‘Type: Subscribe DRS 


1 it would 
Sunday afte! 
“You might be surprl 


e found this month. 


ake a team 


choice, chee! 


EXERCISE AND 
‘SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY 
Mail to: 

LISTSERV@VM. TEMPLE, EDU 
‘Type: Subscribe SPORTPSY 
‘<your name> 


FEMALE ATHLETES 

Nail to: 
majordomo@lightning.com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


GOLFERS LIST 

Mail to: 
Golf-L@UBVM.CC.BUFFALO.EDU 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


GYMNASTICS 
Mail to: gym@athena.mit.edu 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


HANG GLIDING 

Mail to: hang-gliding-request 
@lists.utah.edu 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


HOCKEY 
Wail to: info@plaidworks,com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


NASCAR AUTO RACING 

Mail to: 
majordomo@dithots.dithots.org 
Type: Sub nascar <your name> 


NBA BOSTON CELTICS 
Mail to: 
celtics-admin@hillel.com 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


NORDIC SKIING 

Mail to: nordic-ski-request 
@araphics.comnell.eds 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 
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out the recl 
{think this Web th 
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— Blue Grrrl 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 

Mail to: raiders- 
request@super.org 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


RC SOARING 

Mail to: soaring 

request @airage.com 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


SAN JOSE SHARKS 

Nail to: sharks-request 
@medraut.apple.com 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


COACH 

‘Mail to;’soccer-coach-request. 
@wang.com 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


SOCIOLOGICAL 

ASPECTS OF SPORTS 

Mail to: 
LISTSERV@VM.TEMPLE.EDU. 
Type: Sub Sportsoc <your name> 


SPORT MANAGEMENT 

Nail to: 
‘SPORTMGT@UNBVM1.CSD,UNB.CA 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


‘SPORTS 

CARDS COLLECTING 

Nail to: cards- 

request @tanstaafl.uchicago.edu 
‘Type: Subscribe <your name> 


TENNIS 

Mail to: racquet-notices-request 
(@tenagra.com 

Type: Subscribe <your name> 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 
Mail to: stlouis@unixg.ube.ca 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


UNICYCLE 

Nail to: unicyeting-request 
@mes.kent.edu 

Type Subscribe <your name> 


VOLLEY BALL 
Nail to: ba-volleyball-request 
@taligent.com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


WATER SKIING 

Mail to: 
wWaterski-request@nda.com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


WEIGHT LIFTING 

Mail to: 
weights-request@fa.disney.com 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


WHITEWATER SPORTS 

il to: whitewater-request@ 
‘gynko.circ.upenn.edu 
Type: Subscribe <your name> 


WOMEN'S CYCLING 

Mail to: listserv@netcom,com 
Type: SUB WOMENS-CYCLING 
-<your name> 


ALT.SKATE 
for all that is skating: Figure 
skating, speed skating, etc. 


ALT.SKATE-BOARD 

Discussion of all aspects of skate- 
boarding, tricks, news, events, 
etc. 


ALT.SKATE.FIGURE 
Figure skating discussions and 
news. Gossip, too!!! 


ALT.SPORTS.BADMINTON 
Discussion about badminton, 
Hard to betieve, ain't it? 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
ATLANTA-BRAVES: 

‘And what a brave brave team it 
‘is. News and stats, online! 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
‘AZ-DIAMONDBACKS 

‘After you climb out of the Grand 
Canyon, why not read about the 
Arizona Diamondbacks? 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
BALT-ORIOLES 

When I was a kid, I liked the 
Orioles because Doug N. did. 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
BOS-REDSOX 

So, who was first, the Red Sox or 
the White Sox??? 


directory 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
CALIF-ANGELS 

California Angles shine shine. 
ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 


CHI-WHITESOX y 
Back in black, Life has been 
Good since they switched colors. 


CHICAGO-CUBS 
Holy cow, it outta here! 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
COL-ROCKIES 

The Rockies have one of the 
coolest baseball uniforms... 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL, 
DETROIT-TIGERS 

Wanna find out the latest blah 
blah blah about the Tigers? 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL, 
MINOR-LEAGUES 

Read about what's up and com- 
ing in the Minor League world 


ALTSPORTS. 
BASEBALL.MKE-BREWERS 
Nilwaukee Brewers (baseball, not 
beer) major league. 


ALT.SPORTS. 
BASEBALL.MN-TWINS 

The land of 10,000 lakes also has 
lots of baseball. 


ALT.SPORTS.BASEBALL. 
MONTREAL-EXPOS 

Montreal is alive and well in the 
world of bats and balls, 


ALT.SPORTS, 
BASEBALL.NY-METS: 
Abeer, a hot dog, and a game 
with the NY Mets, online, 


ALT.SPORTS.BASKETBALL. 
NBA.CHAR-HORNETS 
Charlotte Hornets storm the court 
with newsgroup banter. 


ALT.SPORTS.BASKETBALL. 
NBA.CHICAGO-BULLS 

So, who wants to guess which 
sport Michael will play next? 


‘ALL.SPORTS.BASKETBALL, 
NNBA.DALLAS-MAVS 

Texas isnt just for rodeos any- 
more, Visit Mavericks discussion, 


ALT.SPORTS. BASKETBALL. 
NBA.DENVER-NUGGETS 
Denver is better known for ski 
ing, but it's got b-ball too. 


ALT. 

NBA.DET-PISTONS 

Detroit is cool and the Pistons 
are super-cool (if ya like bball), 


the net 81. 


ea. directory 


Body 
Building 


http://www. li.net/~rbfitnes/ 


kshome.html 


fi Ss ound mind ina 
sound body, is a 
hort, but full description 
of a happy state in this 
World: he that has these 


two, has little more to 
wish for.” — John Locke 


(47th century 
English philoso- 
pher). 


your brawn. 


This is the quote that starts “The Different 
Body Building Page,” and it sets tone and prece- 
dence for the rest of the site. Click “Brawn” and 
Ket lost in miles of training and workout sugges- 
tions, nutrition information, and an in-depth look at 
many of today’s (and yesterday's) body-building 
heroes. This months hera(ine) is Ann Marie Crooks. 
Or, click “Brain” and submerge yourself in a cultural 
arena of arts, literature, music, and philosophy. 
There is also an “Inspiration” area where Kevin, the 
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page creator, archives ideas 
{that inspire him. He reads 
these himself before his three 
jam, workout. 

The section “About Me,” 
in the “Brawny” area, is an 
impressive spot all on its 
own, Instead of relying on 
the usual shameless self-pro- 
motion, Kevin talks about 
philosophies that are impor: 
tant to him, opens up discus- 
sion, and has a hysterical 
organized religion chart. | 
mean hysterical, 


like his philosophy, and it is 
00d for body and brain 
builders alike. 


The site's well-balanced, 


ALT.SPORTS.BASKETBALL. 
NBA.PHX-SUNS 
Shine’a little sun over Phoenix. 


ALT.SPORTS.BASKETBALL. 
NBA.SA-SPURS 

San Antonio Spurs will stick it to 
you in this newsgroup, 


ALT,SPORTS.COLLEGE.ATL10 
Hey, Atlantic stats, lookee here. 


st coast colleges get groups, 
‘too. Find out the news. 


ALT.SPORTS.COLLEGE.BIG1O 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ilinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, who else? 


ALT.SPORTS.COLLEGE. 
BIG1O.PURDUE 
Purdue University sports, 


Ty League athletics. You know, 
the games the smart kids play. 


ALT.SPORTS. 


COLLEGE.MICHIGAN 
Spoits ot Michigan colleges. Hey, 
"went to a college in Michigan, 


ALTSPORTS. 
COLLEGE.NOTRE-DAME 
Sports for the Catholic and Irish, 


‘OSU sports live from Columbus. 


ALLSPORTS. 
COLLEGE.PAC-10 
Discussions of college sports in 
the Pac 10. No kidding, 


_ ALT.SPORTS. 


FOOTBALL.ARENA 
‘Arena foatball (not soccer). 


ALT.SPORTS. 
FOOTBALL.OAK-RAIDERS 

Life is much much better with the 
Raiders back in Dakland. 


ALT.SPORTS.FOOTBALL. 
PRO.ATL-FALCONS 

Atlanta Falcons NFL football talk. 
ALT.SPORTS.FOOTBALL. 


PRO.BUFFALO-BILLS 
Buffalo Bills NFL football talk. 


ALT.SPORTS.FOOTBALL. 
PRO.CAR-PANTHERS 
rolina Panthers discussion. 


"ALT.SPORTS. FOOTBALL. 
PRO.CHICAGO-BEARS 

Mike Ditka was better at coaching 
than he is at running bars... 


ALLSPORTS.FOOTBALL. 
PRO.GB-PACKERS. 

T hate football, but if I had a 
fave team, it would be this one. 


ALT.SPORTS.FOOTBALL. 
PRO.HOUSTON-OILERS 
Houston Oilers NFL football talk, 


ALT.SPORTS, FOOTBALL. 
PRO.INDY-COLTS 

Indiana has always meant cars to 
me, but if you like the Colts... 


ALT.SPORTS.FOOTBALL. 
PRO.WASH-REDSKINS 

T wonder when Bill G, will buy the 
Redskins. Or has he already? 


ALT.SPORTS.HOCKEY. 
NHL.CLGRY-FLAMES 
Calgary Flames NHL hockey talk. 


ALT.SPORTS.HOCKEY. 
NHL.DALLAS-STARS 
Dallas Stars NHL hockey talk. 


ALT.SPORTS.HOCKEY, 
NHL.DET-REDWINGS 
‘Skads of penatties here. 


ALT.SPORT.RACQUETBALL 
All aspects of indoor racquetball 
and related sports. 


Football, European style. 


ALLSPORTS. 
‘SOCCER.EUROPEAN.UK 
Football, British style, 


BIT.LISTSERV.SPORTPSY 
Exercise and sports psychology. 


CLARISPORTS,BASEBALL 
Baseball scores, stories, stats, 


CLARLSPORTS, 
BASEBALL.GAMES 
Baseball games and bax scores. 


CLARI.SPORTS. 
BASKETBALL 

Basketball coverage. (Moderated) 
CLARI.SPORTS. 


BASKETBALL.COLLEGE 
College basketball coverage. 
(Moderated) 


CLARISPORTS.BRIEFS 
General sports scoreboard. 


CLARI.SPORTS.FEATURES 
Sports feature stories, 


CLARLSPORTS.FOOTBALL 
Pro football coverage, 


CLARLSPORTS. 

GE 
College football coverae. 
(Moderated) 


REC.COLLECTING, 
‘SPORT.MISC 

Sports memorabilia not in any 
other group (misfits), 


REC.GAMBLING.SPORTS 
Wagering on human sporting 
events, Where's Al Capone? 


‘ 
REC.SKIING.SNOWBOARD 
Snowboarding technique, 
equipment, etc, 


REC,SKIING.ALPINE 
Downhill skiing technique, 
equipment, etc, 


REC. SKIING.ANNOUNCE 
FAQ, competition results, auto- 
mated snow reports, (Moderated) 


REC.SKING.BACKCOUNTRY 
Backcountry skiing. 


REC.SKIING. MARKETPLACE 
Skiitems for sale/wanted. 


REC.SKIING.NORDIC 
Cross-country skiing technique, 
equipment, etc. Lots and lots, 


REC.SKIING. 
RESORTS.EUROPE 
Skiing in Europe. 


REC.SKIING.RESORTS.MISC 
Skiing in places other than 
Europe and North America. 


REC.SKIING, 
RESORTS.NORTH-AMERICA 
‘Skiing in North America. 


REC.SPORT.ARCHERY 
Al aspects of archery for archers 
of any sil level, 


REC.SPORT.DISC 
Discussion of flying disc-based 
sports. Frisbees, boomerangs,,. 


REC.SPORT.MISC 
Spectator sports; 


REC.SPORT.SWIMMING 
Training for and competing in 
swiniming events, 


REC,SPORT.TRIATHLON 
Discussing all aspects of multi- 
event sports, 


REC.SPORT.WATERSKI. 
Waterskiing and other boat-towed 
activities, 


CENTER COURT 

Another great college basketball 
site. In fact, as far as non-corpo- 
rate sites go, this is one of the 
very best. 
ittp://enuxsa.eas.asu.edu/ 
johnson/bball/ 


ALL SPORTS.COM 

Tons of links and resources from 
‘team pages to instruction sites. 
http://allsports.questtech.com/ 
‘nfl/nflehtmt 


Yesiree Bob, news, rules, tips, 
and schedules, They even have an 
online registration area, 
http://w bigmagic.com/ 
pages/apa/apa_home.htm 


APPALACHIAN 

MULE RIDERS 

never really expected this. Just 
goes to show you there really is 
somethin’ fer everyone online. 
Very well done and nice links. 
hhttp://wwwmicroserve.com/ 
‘fohncore/ 


BEAUTY MAGAZINE 

_ Tales fiom the hills of a snow- 
boarder’s paradise. This is a great 
e-zine for snowboarder types. 
hitto://wmwidatamedia.se/ 
beauty/ 


BMX & FREESYTLE BIKE 
Riding’the edge to all that is 
cool, Domiriic Giampaoto and 
Brian Peterson have a small but 
groovy BMX freestyle page, 
http://reality.sgi.com/ 
employees/dbg/bmx/ 


BRUNOTTI 

The e-zine authority for board 
things, snowboards, surfboards 
etc, Smooth layout and content. 
ittps//mw:tbo.nl/orunotti/ 
welcome,him 


BUNGEEBOYS 

Wanna dive from abridge with an 

elastic band tied around yer 

ankles? Me neither, but if you 

want to, here's some info. 
ttp://www.geopages.com/ 

SiliconValley/1414/ 


BUST THE CHOPS: 

‘ON THE BOARD 

A small skateboard link site, with 
not a lot by way of original con- 
tent, BUT there is a fab Beastie 
Boys page here, 
hittp://www.hooked.net/users/ 
clayton/skate,html 


CAMPING CHECKLIST 
Eveiything you should know 
about camping, What to bring 
and how to pack it. Useful!!! 
http://www. billboard.com/Mike_S 
mith/Crisis_Kits/Camping_list 


CHARLIE'S CAMPGROUND 
Th case you can't go camping in 
the great outdoors, ty a virtual 
trip to a virtual campground. 
http://awucinfinet.com/. 
~isaacsc/camping.htm 


CRICKET 

Unfortunately, the “Ultimate 
Cricket: Homepage” only has pho- 
tos and no info, But it’s new and 
they promise it will grow. 
ttp://www.odyssey.com.au/ 
sports cricket. html 


CRICKET - 

DON BRADMAN PAGE 

“A tribute to the greatest crick- 
ter of modern times.” It’s just 
hard for me to take white outfits 
with V-neck sweaters seriously. 
http: //wwes.mun.ca/ 
~tiverman/bradman:htmt 


CYBERCISE AND 

MOVE THE EARTH 

Heh, Some of the pictures have 
difficulty loading but the content 
is super-good fer people who like 
to exercise. 

http://www. cybercise.com/ 


CYCLING THE INFOBAHN 

Get around the Web in 80 links, 
or somethin like that anyway. 
hittp://wwuutest:com/~bikiebob/ 
cycling. html 

DIFFERENT BODYBUILDING 
‘And it really is different. Explore 
the mind AND the body here, 
with art and music in addition to 
training tips and body stuff. 
hitps//wwisnet/~rbfitnes/ 
kshome.htm 


DIVING IN AUSTRALIA 

A huge site, with club listings, 
links, info on conferences, spe 
cial events, and weather. 
http://leja.cs,utas.edu.au/ 
Diving/ 


DO IT SPORTS 

The site wasn't Finished when 1 
last checked, but its looking cool 
for outdoor sports fans. 

http: //sweb.srmc.com /doit/ 


DOC’S SPORTS: 
BODYBUILDING 

It’s not the biggest as far as 
original content, but good if you 
wanna buy training stuff. 
http://wwrw.mindspring.com/ 
~clay/docssports.htmt 


DROP IN 

Surf’ up, Kidz. Info on what to 
440, how to do, where to go, and 
where to buy. A bit slow, but 
tons of information. ; 
http://www.sd.monash.edu.au/ 
~jasonl/dropin.html. 


DUGOUT is about baseball 
"beyond the boxscore." A teaser 
for the print journal, with sample 
articles, features, & photos. 
htp://wwysio.org/~dugout/ 


ED-LAND 

BASEBALL SOURCE 

No original content, but some 
links (and super-nice layout). 
Fittp;//www2chawali.edu/ 
~sedward/basebell. html 


FEMALE BODYBUILDER 

If you're into body building, with 
news, training tips, and snazzy 
photos, look here. 
hittp://www.ama,caltech.edu/ 
~mm/bodytitmt 


FENCING IN NORTH TEXAS 
With a title like this, I couldn't 
resist, It’s a small site with a 
‘minimalist approach. Heh, But for 
fencin’ Texans, it's got value. 
Habe teem 
/North-Texas-Free-Net/ 
Recreation-Center/fencing 


FIBORO BRIDGES 

If you live in NYC and depend on 
yer board, bike, or skates to get 
you around, check out this list of 
bridges and tunnels that are 
friendly to non-autos. 
http://www.fly.net/grvsmth/ 
bridges. html 


FOOTBAG WORLDWIDE - 
Brought to you by the Bay Area 
Footbag Foundation (this is hack- 
ey sack, folks) Get the nitty grit- 
ty on all you need to know, from 
equipment to clubs. 

http: //www.footbag.org/ 


FOOTBALL CENTRAL 

Football Central is a pretty com- 
prehensive site for all things pig 
skin and helmets. Nifty astro turf- 
like background, 
http://voyagerast.saic.com/foley 
/FootballCentral.htmt 


FREESTYLE FRISBEE _ 
Frisbee.com has it al; playing 
tips, dates, statistics, and cool 
action pictures. Super groove. 
http: //wwifrisbee.com/ 


GO-KARTING 

Updated regularly with news, 

schedules, events, tracks, pic- 
tures, and more, more, more! 

http://biggulp.callamer.com/ 

~pete/karting/ 


GYMN FORUM 

World Championship updates and 
some nifty links. Not a whole lot 
‘of pictures, but good for the 
diehard gymnast oF fan, 
fittp://rainbovermii.com/ 
~rachele/gymnhome.html 


‘HIKING AND WALKING 
Places to walk and hike, 
resoutces, organizations, and a 
philosophical component: 
“Connecting with nature.” 
http://rww.teleport.com/ 
-walking/hiking. htm 


directory rv 


Winning 
Online 


http://www.winningmag.com/ 
index.html 
ral h 


ooking for a 

good source for 
cycling news online? 
This is a comprehen- 
sive ezine for all 
things relating to 
bicycle racing, with 
an impressive layout. 
The graphics are Kind 
of cool and the site is| 
super well-organized 
into categories — 
news, events, discus- 
sion, photos, back Eo: 
ketplace” (ahh yes, [O_™ © * ™ 
they have things to 
sell). 

This Web zine, 
has a few nice features that make it better than 
lots of others. Besides the snazzy layouts, it’s ultra: 
current. The news stories are updated regularly and 
span a range of cycling events, from international 
‘tours to important local 
events. There's even 
some online event reg- 
istration for enthusi- 
asts. And the photo 
archive is fat. There are 
skads and skads of pic- 
tures, current and clas- 
sic (though this area 
seems to be a bit slow- 
er because it is so 
image-intensive). 

And the kicker: 
The whole site is 
searchable. So, bike 
fans, take note. It’s a 
great mag with a great 
online presence. , 
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HOCKEY GALLERY 

Yup, you guessed it, a hockey 
photo archive, complete with 
links to other pages. It’s SUPER 
stick, And the photos are GREAT, 
hhttp://www1.usai.com/ 
~icd94/oha/ 


HOCKEY GOALTENDERS 
Everything you'd ever want to 
know about the responsibilities of 
a dedicated goalie, Stats, rules, 
and a biography section, 
http://wwrw.wwu.edu/ 
~n9143349/goalie.htmL 


HORSE LINKS 

All things equestrian and rodeo 
are here, ontine, for your perusal, 
No original content, but great 
links for a good jumping point. 
http://worwokstate,edu/ 
animsci/library/equine,htmt 


HORSE RACING INFO 

Straight from the University of 
Kentucky, get background info. on 
Kentucky Derby's, the Breeders 
Cup, and the Breeders Cup. 
http://wwir.inslab.uky.edu/ 
~stevem/racing. atm 


HUPHTUR MAGAZINE 

Skaters, the ontine world is yours. 
Huphtut zine is also ontine with 
features, interviews, video snipits 
and more. 
http;//www.xsall.nl/-huphtr/: 


INSIDE HOCKEY FANZINE 
This site is from Sweden, so be 
prepared to be confused if you 
can't read Swedish, Ie super 
ool, though if you can. 

http: //wwfanzine.se/hockey/ 


INSTANT SPORTS 

Get up-to-the-minute details on 
baseball scores and statistics, 
schedules, and standings, 

http; //wwwlnstantSports.com/ 


INTERNATIONAL 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Another nighy site with: history, 
‘nfo, rules, and the usual gamut 
of rugby paraphernalia. 
hitt//www. brad. ac.uk/ 


~carussel/ 


INTERNET ATHLETE 

‘A great Web site that’s at least a 
mle thick for runners, swimmers, 
cycles, and triathalon folks. 
http;//wwrwathiete.com/ 


INTERNET HOCKEY POOL 
Its too late to register for this 
‘yeat’s Hockey Pool to win 
‘$10,000, but check out the site 
‘anyway, It's amazing! And you 
‘can always enter next year. 
http://ww.hiockeypool.com/ 
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He's 11-years-old, a go kart racer, 
and an online publisher. This kid's 
got his schedule full 
hittp://www.teleport.com/ 
~raceflag/josh. html 


LACROSSE WEB 

From the Bay Area (northern 
California) to Lake Tahoe, get dirt 
on the latest lacrosse news. 
http://www:tol.net acrosse/ 


LISA'S GYMNASTICS 

Its still small but Lisa is on her 
way to creating a big database of 
gymnastics resources. 
hitp://humperstudent. 
Princeton.edu/~lcozzens/ 


LONG ISLAND RUNNING 
Well, even though its one of 
those AOL-templated homepages, 
there's some good info. 
http://users.aol.com/ 
runrunrun/tirun-htm 


MARCO'S BAY AREA SURF 
Living in northém California and 
wanting surf info? Get weather, 
tides, links, and local news. 
http; //wmware.org/who/ 
mark/basurf.htmt 


NBA DAILY NEWS 

A great, low-bandwidth, high-per- 
formance Web site about NBA 
news and events. Well done. 
hittp://www.clark.net/pub/ 
terra/nba,htm| 


NBC GOLF TOUR 

NBC's golf pace is even better 
than Fox's football page. Easy 
navigation and tons of content. 
hittps//www.golf.com/ 


NEWBIE'S 

GUIDE TO SPORTS 

A great jumping point for new 
Intemet users who also happen 
to like sports. No spiffy graphics, 
but loads of info. 
https//ig.cs.dal.ca:3400/ 
sports. html 


NFL ON FOX 
Fox network has hit the Web with 
brutal force lately and this foot- 
ball site i making the score. 
Schedules, scores, and more. 
http://www foxsports.com/ 
Sports/TV/indes.htmt 


ON HOOPS 
This page is one of the best NBA 
sites around, outside of ESPNet. 
Stats, news, schedules, etc. 
https//www.vidya.com/hoops/ 


ORLANDO RUNNERS 
Information on the Walt Disney 
World Marathon is here; download 
an entry form (though it would 
be cooler if we could register 


online, Maybe next year) 
http://www.magicnet.net/ 
~csutton/running. html 


OUTDOOR NORTHWEST 
Hiking, fly fishing, and an att- 
around outdoor experience. Best 
for people who live in or visit the 
Pacific Northwest. 
http://wwwcaccelerated.com/./ 
outdoorNW/default.htm 


PAINTBALL PAGE 

After-you download the yummy 
background, be prepared for a 
daunting photo of paintball per- 
son in helmet with aun, Yowza, 
http://www. dfw.net/~phuristl/ 
phall/ 


Want to get analysis and daily 
selections on horse racing from a 
pro? This computer whiz/racing 
enthusiast cam help. 
fittp://www.ialou.com/prof/ 


SUPERSPEEDWAY 

Heee hece. Like the titte. Tons 
here, too, like graphics, news, 
photos, results, and schedules, 
hntns//wwinio.org/~raceweb/ 


ROCKETS HOME PAGE 

The Houston Chronicle covers the 
Rockets and paises them to win 
the CRampionship. No biases 
here, I see. Heh heh. 
http://www. chron.com/rockets/’ 


Tes exactly what you think itis, 
organized geographically. Single 
track fans should check it out. 
http://veww.tmicroweb.com/ 
rogm/single-tracks.fitml 


RUGBY 

Stories, FAQ, links, history, and 
general information on men and 
women’s rugby. 
http://www.frsa.com/rugby/ 


SAILING THRU SCIENCE 

Sail the world with Skipper John 
Oman. Read tis sail logs and view 
the photo album. Good classroom 
material 
ttps//eww.goals.com/sailscin/ 
sailscin.htm 


‘SAILWEB 
Come sail away, oh come sail 
away, come sail away with me. 
Races. Clubs. Weather stuff. 
hitp://uts.ceuteras.edu/ 
~dhern/saiLhtnt 


SANDMAN'S MOTORSPORTS 
Updated regulary, this site is 
worth a visit just to see the nifty 
togo, Some-gaod auto info. 


http://w snet/~sandman/ 
msports.htm| 


SEAN'S BASEBALL 

Here's a 14-year-old who's well 
on his way to Web stardom. He's 
built 2 fantastic baseball page 
with tips and links and the usual 
schedules/stats bit, Way to go! 
hittp://www.cain.org/~ssa/sean/ 
baseball: htm 


‘SKATEMILK 

Tes. small endeavor, but there is 
3 super RAD photo of a skate 
boiii jumping over a high fence. 
http://xx.acs.appstate.edu/ 
~013875/skate.html 


‘SKI WEB 

Lleam some tricks of the trade, 
where the hot spots are, and fol- 
low some championships. 
http://diamond.sierra.net/, 
SkiWeb/ 


‘SKYWINGS 
The magazine for hangliders. The 
site is realy well done, with Pilot 
Profiles, light info, tons of pic- 
tures, and industry news. 

https //test.ebrd.com/ 

SkyWings Home. html 


SONJA'S FENCING 

“My favorite pastime is fencing 
and my favorite weapon is:the 
foil” according to the creator oF 
this very serious fencing page. 
http://www brad.ac.uk/ 
~tolaniad/Sonja/fencing.htmt 


‘SPEEDNET 
Super-tick site with the basic 
info the other auto sites have. 
This is the prettiest, though. 
ttp://www.starmews.com/, 
speednet/ 


SPORTS NEWS 
FROM REUTERS 

Now that Yahoo! has corporate 
sponsors, it also has corporate 
news. Sports fans, get ready. 
hitts//www.yahoo.com/ 
headlines/current/sports/ 


STEVE'S MT BIKING 

Steve's page has more mountain 
bike links than Yahgo! could even 
dream of. Impressive. 
hitps//vww.Nashville.Net/ 
~xizang/ 


TENNESSEE LADY 

VOLS BASKETBALL 

Not so surprisingly, there are few 
college women’s basketball pages. 
There should be more. 
http://funnetweb.utce.utk-edu/ 
ladyvols/ 


TENNIS COUNTRY 
T don’t know what's on this site 
and T don't care. Because any site 


that makes you reaister your 
demographic profile to view con- 
tent is lame, Super Duper Lama! 
http://www.tenniscountry.com/ 


TENNIS WORLDWIDE 

Tt may not be as pretty as Tennis 
Country, but there's no registra- 
tion, which gives it mega bonus 
points. Typical info here. 
http://wew.xmission.com/, 
gastown/tennis/ 


THE ALASKA DOG 
USHERS ASSOCIATION 

All that is mush mush and woof 
woof is here. Lots of pictures and 
hints for novice competitors, 
http://www. polamet.fnsb.ak.us/ 
End_of_Road/doayard.dir/ 
adma.dir/ 


THE BASEBALL SERVER 
Everything and anything to sati- 
ate your baseball fan needs, from 
stats to history to schedules. 
http://wwwe.nando.net/ 
SportServer/baseball/ 


THE NATIONAL 

FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

T never expected football sites to 
be as-tasteful as they are. This 
one is no exception, with smooth 
layout and lots of info. 
http://www sportsnetwork.com/ 
nfi/nfi htm 


‘THE OUTDOOR NETWORK 
Interested in gearing up fer a tt. 
tle outdoor activity? The outdoor 
network is jam-packed. 
hittp://www.cutdoornet.com/ 


‘THE RUNNING HORSE 

This would be a nice site if the 
text were readable. And who 
knows? Maybe by the time this 
issue hits your mailbox itll be 
better. Give it a try. 
http://mm.webcom.com/ 
<alauck/index.html 


THE SHARP END 

Are you into tock climbing? There 
are a few gems at this site and 
some groove links, tao. 
http://wiew.redpnt.com/redpnt/ 
sharpend/ 


‘THE SKATE.NET 

This iz another phat skateboard 
site, with company profilés, inter- 
views, and tons more, 
bttp://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/ 
~Jona/skate/skate.html 


@ THE TRACK WITH GALLES 
RACING INTERNATIONAL 
Alittle bright, but lots of current 

_ info about the recing community. 
http: //www.galles.com/mktgi01/ 
galles.htmt 


\ 


‘THE VIRTUAL GOLFER 

Are you a virtual golfer? Do you 
want to be? Tons of info, Tons of 
pictures, Pretty dang good. These 
Golf type people are serious, (Or 
they just have too much time.) 
htps//www.golfball.com/ 


_ VELONEWS 
‘Another great bike mag, with 


features, schedules, tours, and 
events listings. It’s slow, tho. 
nttp://www.csn.net/velonews/ 
index.html 


VIEWS FROM THE TOP 
‘Anyone who tikes to hike and 
backpack will appreciate this. 
Photos, trip reports, mucho links, 
ht: hoe feeiey 
whites index.html 


WARPIG PAINTBALL 
‘According to more than one 
ele fanatic, War Pig is the 
ast of the best Internet paint- 
ball sites, It’s thick. 
hhttp://warpig.cati.csuftesno.edu/ 
paintball/paintball.htmt 


WATER SKIIER'S WEB 
Waterskiing, boating, wakeboard, 
barefoot, slalom, trick, and 
everything relating to waterskiing 
with a searchable index. 
http//watersk\net/ 


WELCOME TO CYBERSKI 

‘A great e-zine for skiiers. Follow 
championships, news, and see 
‘incredible photographs. 
http://wwixaccess.com.au/. 
cyberski/ 


WINNING ONLINE 
This {s a super-phat, superfly 


e-zine about on- and off-road 


biking. Stick, smooth, deluxe. 


i winningmagicom/ 
eet 


WOMEN'S 

INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY 
Girls like to bang around on the 
‘ice, too, ya know. Info on tour- 
naments, links, & a list oF coun- 
‘riés with women’s ice hockey, 
hhttp://wwwues.utoronto.ca/ 
canteen 
htm! 


WORLDGUIDE 

HEALTH & FITNESS . 

‘A super e-zine that offers guid- 
ance on training, fitness, and @ 
cool human anatomy section. 
hhttp://www.worldguide.com/ 
Fitness/hF.html 


ANONYMOUS REMAILER 
Hey kidz, now you can e-mail 
‘anonymously through the Web. 
https//wiew.c2.org/remail/ 
by-worw.html 


INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Just thought Td throw this in to 
add some government conspiracy 
ranoia into the hack, 
//weww.odci.gov/cia/ 
COAST HOMEPAGE 
COAST (Computer Operations, 
Audit, and Security Technology) 
is a university-sponsored project 
to investigate computer security. 
http://wwwecs,purdue.edu/ 
coast/coast.html 


EUROPEAN 

‘SATELLITE HACK 

Ttching to decode a battery key- 
pad card? Wanna read the 
altsatellite.tv.crypt FAQ? Typical 
gray hack site, with links and 
keys to unlock cyberspace. 
hits //wparancia.com/ 
defiant/ 


GUIDE TO LOCK PICKING 
Yup, kidz, it's yer very own guide 
to lock-picking, ontine. 
Remember not to do anything 
illegal with this stuf, 
http://www. lysatoriu.se/ 
iit-guide/mit-quide.htmt 
HACKER DICTIONARY 

If you wanna be in with the 
hackers and you aren’t one, you 
better read this. The lingo is the 
magic wand to the haquer world. 


http://www lysatortiu.se/ 
hackdict/split2/main index.html 


HACKER'S HAVEN 

‘cook background and some 
‘teresting links are staking claim 
an the real estate at Hacker 
Haven. 
tttpr//wwrn-buffnetnet/oli/ 


KNOWLEDGE PHREAK 

-ek0p> Is cool. And this is @ great 
Hackphreak-anarchy site, 1 mean 
great! Files and links, 
https//wiuces.edu/~abusby/ 
kopihtml 


LOPHT HEAVY INDUSTRIES 
LOpht is a rad, bad hacking zine 
that has a pretty big online fol- 
lowing, Lots of great info here. 

htp://wuw.lopht.com/ 


PHRACK MAGAZINE 

The e-zine that’s been around for 
the longest, serving the haquer 
community with zest and zeal for 
all that is curiosity. 

http: //wwwfe.net/phrack: html 


SHADOW MASTER'S 
HIP/AIC 

One of the best link lists forall 
you hackers — Shadow Master 
knows his hacks. 
http://www.macnet.com/home/ 
anderson {inks.html 


hittps//sdec13.ucsd.edu/ Update,” “The 
pice Tacs: Terrorist Option,” 
THE UNDERGROUND Staion Doles 
Candyman has some nice candles Advertising 
in his background now and some Samipslan’’ are 
psy foe tae just three tag lines } 
~candyman/under.html in the features department of (i 
a The Other Voice. The Other © 
THE WORLD OF HACKING i ina college f 
its alte more “artsy” than the Voice was born in a college far 
typical hacker pages and doesn't far away (0.K., not that far, 
have as much original content. the East Coast) from minds oa 
rig tem 
The an phe ee) that needed to vent and spew | —* 
bee mmespe come about society, culture, and pol- 
ities, It's distributed in print at Trinity College and 
TRUSTED Wesleyan University and electronically via the Web. * 
reer ited “We are your typical anti-authoritarian, anti- 
rie aae Oa technology, anarcho-primitivist-vegan rag with a pen- 
hitps//wwuatis.com/ cant for the crude ramblings of underaged under- 
grads with no coherent ideology. We are funded by 
; Leary bec Maas erin! “ T the Republican National Committee and accept no 


advertising.” Heh, there's a mouthful. 

The articles span the social gamut from elitist 
philosophical'criticism to appeals for grassroots 
activism. The gallery is super-impressive, with beau- 
tiful paintings and drawings by contributors to the 
zine. And the link section is great. It’s not a mile- 
long disorganized list of “things we like,” but 


anymore doesn't mean it’s to be 
forgotten. Read up on Phil 
‘Zimmerman, if you haven't yet. 
http://www.netresponse.com/ 
adf/ 


‘AFRICA LION instead harbors concise and useful pointers to other 
Get the facts and learn fun trivia Galisblersitesta: 
about the African tion, No hyper= waPs 
links but still interesting. And, just In 
hittp://wwwbev.net/education/ case you are getting 
SeaWorld/animal_bytes/ into The Other Voice 
Vionab.htmt 

a bit late, there is an 
AMBAR MAINE COON CATS archive of past issues 
Here's a cattery in San Francisco to peruse. 
that breeds the Maine Coon vari- 
ety, Some cute photos but mostly 
it’s about the Amber Cattery. 
hittp://www.clock.org/=ambar/ 


‘ambar.htmt 


BIGGER BIG CATS 
Theres info here on just about 
‘any cat you could think of, with 
a homepage for each species. 
Ms ://cc.usu.edu/~slbp3/ 

ts html, 


CAT CODES 
Ever wonder what the regulation 
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‘SHADOW MASTER 
Not only does Shadow Master 
have cool inks, there is a great The er 
file archive with the warning, 
“use all information at your own = 
risk... I take no responsibility for 
your stupidity.” Great site. Voice 
hittp://macnet.com:80/~./../ 
home/anderson/home,html 
THE DARK http://www.trincoll.edu/ 
SIDE OF COMPUTING othervoi/ov.html 
Ahhh, 2 site after my own heart. 
‘Anarchy, technology, and how to ‘ 
bring it all down. Heh, Great Te 
great links here. Boycott 

7 


=F | directory 


Shades 
Landing 


http://www.shadeslanding.com/ 
index.html 


family that works ° 

and plays together 
Stays together, right? 
Here's a great example 
of that. 

Gary Shade and 
his wife Susan have 
been running’ a Bulletin 
Board System and con- 
sulting on communica- 
tion technology since the late 80's. They also have 
a Web site describing the variety of services their 
Minnesota company offers, which is-nice, but not 

- why they're in The Blue Pages this month. it’s much 
more exciting than that. 

Everyone in the Shade family — including Gary 
and Susan's two kids, Jason (age 12) and Heather 
(age 5) — has a homepage on the Shades Landing 
site. Besides selling the company, Susan sells Avon 
via the Web, and from what | understand, it's @ pret- 
ty successful enterprise. Jason has been inter- 
viewed by local TV and made the grade in national 
media for his Reptiles page (which, of course, is a 

great educational jaunt with 
tons of reptilian info). 

Heather is just entering. 
Web world with her Heather's: 
Holidaze pages. With each 
major holiday season, she'll 
change her page with graph- 
ies and content (though, yes, 
she does get some help from 
Ma and Pa), But both Heather 
and Jason are developing 
their own ideas (and Jason is 
| already a great HTML coder). 

If you want to see 

how a'family can use technol- 
ogy to connect with, learn 
about, and better understand 
each other, visit the site. It's 
pretty great. 


HEATUER S 


SCARY 
HALLOWEEN, 
PACE ; 
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Code for a Balinese cat 15? This 
site wil clue you in, 
http://turnpike.net/metro/ 
sapphtyr/catcode.htm 


CAT FANCIERS 
A group of breeders, exhibitors, 
and cat enthusiasts have gotten 
together offering info on events, 
‘ews, and breed descriptions. 
ine ea 


Just look at those big green eyes! 
Links to cat pages and links to 
friends pages, Don't 

forget to read the FAQ, 
http://http2,sils,umich.edu/ 
dtorres/cats/cats. html 


DARCY THE CAT 

The homepage of Darcy the Cat 
with an audio greeting, portraits, 
and a list of her interests. 

http: //wwrintac.com/~kas/ 
darcy.html 


FELINE LEUKEMIA FAQ 

IF you are worried that yer cat 
might have leukemia, of just 
interested in learning more, check 
this out. 

http://wwwctezcat.com/ 
~ermiller/FelV2. html 


feline/fevacsch.html. 


FELIX WIL FELIX 

Cat fans are going to think this 
page is adorable. It’s a sort of 
how-to and resource database fer 
cat friends, And the kitty coming 
out of the page is fresh, . 
http; //wwicrivnt/felix/ 


Funny cat stories (and funny dog 
stories, too) to keep You enter- 
tained for hours. Petty cool. 
hittp://g¢09.utoronto.ca/ 
reynolds /umourhtmt 


MR PUDDY 

These cat sites are getting weird- 
et by the millisecond. Ask Mr. 
Puddy advice on life and love, or 
glance at silly photos. 
http://www.sils.umich.edu/ 
~ascherer/Mukta. html 


NETVET CAT 
Net Vet points cat fans to 
resources and also covers 
some very basic howto type tips 
for maintaining a healthy cat. 
hittp://netvet.mustledu/ 
cats.htm. 


NOAH'S ARK: 

‘ulies 11 years old and she loves 
cats. She's got links and a neat-o 
collage of felines. 
http://wwwchooked.net/users/ 
clayton/cat.htm 


NORWEGIAN FOREST CAT 
These cats are cool. Read a full 
description of the characteristics 
of the Norwegian Forest Cat and 
get training tips, too. 
hittps//www.ostonett.no/home/ 
bjorn/NFOfag. html 


socks , 
Everyone has seen the president's 
cat already, but I think it’s hys- 
terical to have such a “presti- 
gious” cat, Whatever, 
http://www,whitehouse.gay/. 
White House /Family/images/ 
raw/socks-sitting-on-qrass.gif 


T-CAT 
It's a'siall homepage with some 
cat info, but mostly it's just cute 


"to see the computer-drawn kitty 


at the top of the page. 
bee Llbeaee e 


cathome.t 


‘TALK TO THE CAT 

This site has a place for surfers 
+t type in a comment to a cat, 
and a special speech synthesis 
technology that lets both you 
and the cat get to hear it. 
hittp://queerstip.cs.cmu.edu/ 
egi-bin/talktocat 


VICKI CLEAVER'S CATS 

‘She has a cat obsession and 
wants to show you the path to all 
things cats. There's even a cat 
survey for pet owners. 
hitps/iccu6.ipswichcity.qld.gov.a 
u/~meaxe/ 


* An organization dedicated to 


helping endangered big cats stay 
alive, Lots of educational info, 
bittp://www.awod.com/gallery/ 
probonio/z0e/index. html 


foes Recinas) 
ANY GALE'S RECIPES 

Amy has published a pretty big 
collection of recipes, and she 
tives in New Zealand. The real 
bonus here: eight diferent pan- 
cake recipes! 

http: //ww.vuwacane/amyl/ 
recipes/ 


BIRDS EVE HOME PAGE 
Mmmmm! Frozen vegetable 
recipes. OF course, if you cook as 
rarely as I do, they don't spoil. 
‘Momma said, “Eat your vegeta 
bles!” O.K., I'can do this. 
bhttp://voww.birdseye.com/ 


CHILE HEADS RECIPES 

Hot hot hot, there are more than, 
enough recipes here for plenty of 
real sweaty, brow-wiping meals, 
hitt://chile,uedime.ucdavis.edus 
“8000/www/recipe/recipeshtml 


CREOLE CAJUN RECIPE 

Lots of cajun recipes, once you've 
scrolled down about two pages 
to get past all the stupid com- 
mentary at the top. 
hnttp://wwwwebcom.com/ 
~gumbo/recipe-page.hitml 


DIANA'S RECIPE AND FOOD 
Diana fas tons of well-indexed 
recipes, including Fricassee of 
Veal with Fiddleheads, It doesn’t 
explain what Fiddleheads ar, 
http: //wwnebicom,net/kitchen/ 


ELECTRONIC 

GOURMET GUIDE 

The eG6 is a totally serious, 
totally slick online food maga: 
Zine, Its got recipes, and an 
annoyingly large homepage, 
hittp://wwnw.2way.com/food/ 
egg/index.html 

ETHEOPIAN AND JEWISH 
Talk about your specialized 
groups. If you're Ethiopian, and 
Jewish, there probably aren't a 
‘whale lot of other resources. 
http://www langsys.com/ 
nacbej/13,htmL 


HAWAMAN 

ELECTRIC KITCHEN 

Plenty of Hawaiian and Pacific 
Rim recipes, Pub on those Don Ho 
records and a hula skirt, and have 
an elegant feast. Aloha! 

http: //wwacheiscom/tieco/, 
ekitchen/ekitchen html 


INTERNAUT'S KITCHEN 
Not too many recipes here, but 
desserts top the list, and that 
includes a recipe for White 
Chocolate Truffles, Heaven, 
http://www.oro.net,/asls/ 


JOWA STATE UNIVERSITY'S 
TASTY INSECT RECIPES, 

Not too many recipes here either, 
‘but they all involve bugs. Mmm, 
crunchy, protein-filled! 
htp://www.publiciastate.edu/ 
entomology /InsectsAsFood, tml 


KETCHUM KITCHEN 
‘panoply ofall kinds of recipes 
culled from a test kitchen, Buy it 
‘n a jar, or cook it yourself. 
http://wwwrecipe.com/ 


RIDICULOUSLY 

EASY RECIPES 

Ridiculously easy, maybe, Totally 
goofy, yes. Jeffs Noodles sounds 
pretty normal, but ce Pie! 
ht://iwmnsarushedu, 
serene 


STAR CHEFS 

The recipes on this site are orga- 
nized by chef, which somehow 
makes them seem really yummy, 
but they're hard to find. 

http: //starchefs.com/ 


‘THE TRAVELING GOURMET 
S/he's a traveller, and a gourmet, 
‘A medium amount of recipes with 
emphasis on cultural origins. 
‘Must be hard to carry around 
‘those pans. 
bittp://mww.nomius.com/ 
‘~gourmet/gourmet.htm 


VEGGIES UNITE 

Since meat is murder, and living 
‘on salads is boring, here’s a 
bunch of ways to make meatless: 
imeals tasty. It’s searchable! 
hittp://mwww.honors.indiana,edu/ 
-vegaie/recipes.cai/ 


VIRTUAL KITCHEN 

‘big corporate site that also has 
instrictions on how to cook, 
Look for the prize-winning recipe 
for Baba Ghanoosh. 
hitp//wwn.pathfinder.com/ 
@@KXSERKHCIWMAOFIO/ 
twep/titchen index.html 


WELCOME TO 

"ELEANOR'S KITCHEN 
Eleanor doesn't have too many 
recipes here, but it's pretty, with 
great Czech ones. 
ttp://www.columbia.edu/ 
-4s322/eleanor/eleanoritmt 


WELCOME TO EPICURIOUS 
The online adjunct to a couple of 
cooking magazines, this site has 
mucho recipes, and there's even a 
zesty search engine! 
ttp://iwn.epicurious,com/ 


ANTI-RAGIST ACTION 

‘A network of resourcés to fight 
racism. Links, dacuments, and 
tons of other important info, 
https//wwwinfinet.com/~teep/ 


ara.html 


CAL-ACT 

The “left” coast is alive and watt 
as anti-censorship leagues 
abound, This is a good one. 
fhttp://www.blowfish.com/ 
calact. html 

CONFLICTNET 

‘Your source for peace, ecology, 
labor, and women's issues. 
Comprehensive, with great links. 
http://wiww.ige.ape.ora/ 
conflictnet/ 


CONSERVATIVELY 
INCORRECT 

"Dedicated to clobbering the 
Right in as many avenues of cre- 
ative expression possible,” 
hitp://turnpike.net/emporium/ 


directory ea. 


This is probably the best starting point 
http:/ /deafworldweb.org/deafworld/ 


Center for Assessment & Demographic 
Studies @Gallaudet University 
Statistics freaks will enjoy this site, 
which is chock-full of demographic 
Information on deaf citizens in the U.S, 
http://www.gallaudet.edu/~teallen/ 


aime R urces for 
coLnen gure REVEW eso 
Lots of articles, news, and opin~ 
‘ons inline with libertarians, if 
you like that kind of thing... e2 
‘nttp://www.expressnet.com/t/ 
gerhtmt I = i 
Republican home town where all by Todd Marshall 
Pash te gaa di The Internet is a Deaf World Web 
and a special gift shop. 
hittp://wwwenc.org/ blessing for all or research, 
SI kinds of small, 
sang menieg 2 non-profit special interest groups. It gives 
LL ey tara them a low-cost tool for broadcasting their 
‘ermment, individual freedom and information. It's also an international medium 
traditional values... that allows members and visitors to meet, 
bttos/fwom heritage, ora/ regardless of geographical location. Lib: //w 
INSOMNIAG'S For the hearing-impaired community, the : 
POLITICAL PAGE online services and the Internet are overflow- 


Avwhole mess of conservative 
political links from news to 
humor. There’s a slow section 


ing with information and organizations. Want 
to check out the full text of the Americans 


with a constitution link. with Disabilities Act? What about cool new 

httpr//rohan.sdsu.edu/home/ technologies that allow the hearing-impaired 

elewis/Politics:html to see movies in a theater and not miss a 
MORE HIROSHIMAS word? Curious to know which special interest 

‘STOP France from testing nuclear roups are in your area? 

‘weapons. If you haven't read It's all there in triplicate. In fact, there's 

Recon etapa 0 much information available, I'm not even 

http://scullyruccnetau/ going to pretend that what follows is a com- 

no.more/ prehensive list. Instead, I've concentrated on 

listing areas that provide jumping points to 

Leto: eons rapes further information for the deaf community. 

corruption and corporate irre- 

sponsibility, A great source for 

civil liberties info. 

http: //www-well.com/user/ 

frankly 


‘THE NETCENTER 

Though it isn’t exclusively pali- 
tiks, they have a great politcal 
section worth looking into for 
any activist. Many links. 
http://wn.netcentercom/ 


‘THE OTHER VOICE 
Anti-authority, anti-technology, 
Giscombobulated youth with a 
mmission to say whatever they 
like saying at the time. 
http://ivmwtrincoll.edu/ 
othervoi/ov htm 


WEBRUNNER # 7 
GREAT ZINE fer political debate, 
but they rieed HELP and SPON- 
SORS, big time, Orelse you won't 
Get to read it anymore! Please 
help them... 

http; //vewnaccess digex.net/- 
web/ 


WELCOME TO POLITICSUSA 
Follow the scene of political 
madness, Feature articles and 
tons of original content. 
/http://PoliticsUSA,com/ 


Karen Nakamura’s Deaf Resource 
ibrar 


ry 

This Yale doctoral student's homepage 
is link-o-ramal 
http://minerva.cls.yale.edu/ 
~nakamura/deaf,itm| 


Disability Resources 

There's a coo! little area called the 
Disability Mall that offers some good 
deals on products like strobe smoke 
detectors, amplified telephones, and lis: 
tening devices for the hard of hearing. 
http://www disability.com 


Canine Companions for Independence 
Most people think that trained dogs are 
*seeing-eye dogs” for the blind. Not 
true. For the hearing-impaired, “signal 
dogs” are taught to alert their owners 
to emergency sounds like fire alarms, 
doorbells, alarm clocks, etc, 
ttp://qrunt.berkeley,edu/cel/ccl.htm! 


The Deaf Magazine 

This is a great, text-based monthly 
magazine available only on the Internet, 
specifically for the deaf community, 
hittp://deatmagazine.org/ 
~guardian/deafmag.htm! 


Sign Linguistics Resource Index 

| Was surprised to see that there isn't a 
Working Web site with at least the 
alphabet in American sign language. 
http://www.vuw,ae.nz/=nesidict/ 


America Online — Deat Community 
While the Deaf Community area of AOL 
isn’t nearly as comprehensive as the 
resources found on the Web, it does 
deliver a stronger sense of, well, 
‘community 

keyword: DEAF 


‘eWorld — The Disability Connection 
Within the Disability Connection area, 
you'll find a wonderful resource called 
Face to Face. It's a simple database of 
advocacy groups with tons of 
information. 

shortout: DIS 


‘CompuServe — Handicapped Users’ 
Database 


Despite the ominous amount of informa- 
tion found on CompuServe, there’s rela- 
tively litle concerning deaf organize- 
tions and information. e 

Go: HUD 
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‘AXIOM RECORD LABEL 
Lear about AXIOM tecords and 
the music of Bill Laswell, 
hittp://wwwhyperreal.com:80/ 
music/labels/axiom/axiom2.htmt 


BLOOMINGTON 
BREWING COMPANY 

Brew beer and drink it, too,” 
online, dust kiddin, No online 
drinking unless yer over 21. 
http://bbc,bloomington.com/ 


BLUE CAT DESIGN 

These kats (heh heh) design cook 
Web stuff, Great for small busi- 
ness types. The server is a bit 
slow, so have patience, 
http://marto.eadle.ca/bluecat/ 


GAME LINK 

DISCOUNT CD-ROM's 
Wanna get yer paws an cool PC 
games at discount prices? Give 
this a whirl 
http://laonline.com/cdrom/ 


ONLINK HOME 

A proud Canadian Company” that 
sells CD-ROMs. Kinda bland Web 
site, but they/ve got lots of ROMs 
to choose from. 
http://www.vianet,on.ca/comm/ 
duenorth index. html 


SHADE'S LANDING 

Here's a Family that works togeth- 
er and plays together, building 
homepages and consulting 
Internet stuff, 
http://mwwshadeslanding.com/ 


‘SHYMONGREL'S 

GROLSCH BEER 

Hey kiddies, if you can get past 
the annoying autopage load in 
the beginning, its pretty cool. 
http://www. intervid.co.uk/ 
‘ntervid/esp/pace7.html 


SIMPLE SHOES 

This place has cool shoes that 
you can view ontine and then 
oder. Super-duper shoes, really! 
httpi//wormsuntedu/mmtt0001/ 
simple.htmt 


TIMESFAX 

Read the latest, greatest news 
from that ever pretentious New 
York Times, A GREAT site! 
hittp://mytimestax.cont/ 


_VRXPLORER 2.0 

Wanna make three-dimensional 
objects within windows? Here's 
the software to do ft. 
http://wnwclb.sid.edu/vns/ 
vot 


WELCOME TO 
IMAGE CLUB GRAPHICS 
Supplying clip art to graphic. 
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designers for over 10 years. 
Definitely one of the better areas 
on the Adobe Web site. 
http://wwwadobe.com/ 
imagectub/ 


CABBAGE'S THE GARDEN 
Vegetables have homepages, too. 
The life and times of a cabbage. 
Yup, its different. } 
http://metro,turnpike.net/C/ 
cabbage/index. html 


CHERYL'S HOME PAGE 
Chery!’s got some neat-o stuff. 
Links, stories, poems, & pictures. 
hittp://pantheon,cis.yale.edu/ 
~cheryl/ 


COOL GIRL ALERT!!! 

The venom spewed here is 
refreshing, almost. Especially the 
“Stuff I have contempt for” area. 
hittp://hiamp.hampshire.edu/ 
~dbtF93/index2. html 


ECHELON CO 

BATHROOM WALL 

Leave your comments about 
whatever you wish on the bath- 
room wall: Nothing too special, 
but kinda fun, 
hitp://wwwcechelonco.com/ 
bathroom.htm| 


GENERIC HOME PAGE 

Tt realy is generic, It does noth- 
ing except perfect the art of 
being generic. Wink wink. 
fttp://www.math.grin.edu/ 
-hamitton/generic:htmt 


HOUSE OF WEEZEL BOY 
Weezel boy reviews CDs and has 
some funny links, But best is the 
“Unofficial Smells Like Teen Spirit 
Ripoff Page.” Yummy. 
hittps//waynovia.net/ 
~ejanders/weezel,html 


KEVIN THOLEN 

HALL OF SHAME 

Its in fact very full of shame. 
Poor Kevin is so distraught and 
despondent, Go visit him, (I'm 
lying. He's a kook with a weird 
home page.) 
hittps//wwwstudents.uiue.edu/ 
“d-melau/kevin.html 


LENNY'S HOMEPAGE 

An 0.K. home page, but the Ego 
booster is a total treat. A definite 
must see. A creme de la creme 
encounter, 2... 
hhttp://web.syr.edu/~ablampac/ 
index.html. 


a 3 
This fs super-fun and creative. 
And that’s all 'm gonna say. It’s 
easy to digest, though, 
htp://www-spies.com/oo/ 


PHEMINIST CYBER 
ROADSHOW MENUE 

Get links and articles to quench 
Your feminist thirst. And there's 
an interview with St. Jude, Ye 
hittp://wwwoeh.uniting.acat: 
8001/tisa/ 


UNOFFICIAL 

PAYLESS SHOE SOURCE 
This is FANTASTIC. Cliock-full of 
wit and usual Web personality. 
bittp://wonw pitt.edu/~mprst6/ 
payless html 


WHAT'S YOUR BEEF 
“Complain Your Way to Fame.” So 
it says. Pretty fun place to vent 
and rant. They sell stuf, too. 
hittp://wwrm.webcom.com/ 
egi-bin/form 


50 GREAT CONSPIRACIES 
‘An interview with the “heretic of 
heretics” (Jacques Vallee) in the 
UFO world. Learn about Inter- 
Dimensional Aliens... 
http://www.webcom,com/ 
conspire/val.htmt 


ALIEN INFORMATION 
Super-huge database for UFO type 
stuff, Links, papers, and photos 
‘abound. NaNu NaN. 


http://vewwctinet.com.au/ 
bertino/atien.ttmt 


Its fn Ttalian, so know that 
ahead of time. Movies and pic- 
tures areal sorts of alien 
delights. 
http://rwwners4.it/=mameti/ 


‘Atien.html 


AREA 51 INFO 

‘Asif there weren’t enough pic- 
tures of Area 51 online, here's a 
few more. (Just in case you 
missed them somewhere else.) 
hittp://ernie,bgsu.edu/ 
‘=Jzawotin/ufo/Area51/ 


BEYOND THE 

UFO CONSPIRACY 

This is a great site. It encourages 
visitors to discuss their views on 
‘conspiracy theories and exchange 
‘ideas with others. 
Inttp://rww.webcom.com/ 
slaw/ufo/ 


BLUEBOOK 

No, nat the book with auto resale 
prites... This is a book of files * 
about UFO encounters. Mucho 
information here. 

hittp://wanncis ksu.edu/ 
~psiber/substand/bluebook. html 


CHANNEL-Z THE Z-FILES 
‘The unexplainable is explored 
here: Big Foot, UFOs, and cattle 
mutilations in Colorado. 


hittps//winw.usa.net/chanlz/ 
files. html 


INTERPLANETARY AFFAIRS 
A neat-o site fer flying saucers, 
‘space creatures, and the usual 
not-so-normal stuff. Wooo woo. 
http: //ww.maui.net/=daryl/ 


‘enmar.html 


HASTINGS UFO SOCIETY 
Serious kidz go away. This is a 
spoof poking fun at the paranor- 
mal... It’s great fun, though! 
http: //hufos.sonic.net/hufos/ 


INTERNET UFO GROUP 
Secrets, and files and news cip- 
pings, oh my! Not to mention 
swift links to guide you through a 
UFO-laced cyberspace. 
http://users.2ol.com/iufog/ 


MJ4A51 — AREA 51 

‘Areally big site and kind of sur- 
prising coming from Prodigys cor- 
ner, This kat knows his UFOs. 
http://pages.prodigy.com/NJ/ 
xphiler1/M34a51,html 


‘SMITTY'S UFO 

One of the best UFO pages out 
there, Great ideas, great links, 
and tons of brain food. Groove, 
hittp://waw-schmitzware.com/ 
ufo, html 


‘STAN FRIEDMAN UFOS 

This page boasts: “Roswell Aliens 
‘UFO Space Paranormal X Files ET 
Extraterrestrals.. Stan fs also a 
nuclear physicist. 
http;//medianet.nbnet.nb.ca/ 
medianet/atlantic/ufo/ 
sfhome2.HTM 


THE EBE 

The Extraterrestrial Biological 
Entity page,..yikes. That's a 
mouthful. The site is thick with 
details, too, so UFO-ers, go here. 
hitp://sloop.ee.fit.edu/users/ 
Ipinto/index html 


THE REAL UFO PAGE 

This is the other “best” UFO page. 
Great layout and tons of paranor- 
mal activity inside. 

http://w. discribe.ca/ufo/ 


‘THE UFO GUIDE 
Great guide. An amazing list of 
resources... Someone put lots of 
time into this. The next step — 
make it searchable. 
http://wwnsrahul.net/rogerd/ 
‘ufo.quide.html 


UFO LIBRARY MAGAZINE 
It's just an ad, kidz, no content, 
But if you Haven't heard of this 
‘and want to subscribe... The 
information is waiting, online. 
http://wirw.newageinfo.com/ 
bus/UfoLibraryMagazine/ 


UFO RESOURCES DIRECTORY 
AA good site that isrt trying tq be 
the online authority for the UFO 
community. Just another helpful 
starting point with some useful 
‘info and links, ; 
http://www. shefiac.-uk/~isweb/ 
studwork/cat3 /home,html 


UFOLOGISTS 

A comprehensive list of people in 
the UFO indisty, researchers, 
Witnesses, and skeptics. (Some 
have hyperlinks to homepages.) 
http: //wwceris.com/=Psyspy/ 
ufo/people/ 


UFOS AND 
EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS 

‘A good jumping point to other 
UFO sites. It’s not as compretien- 
sive as some of the others, but 
has some great pictures. 
hittp://wwy.io.org/~dinewton/, 
ufo,hitml 


UNIDENTIFIED 

FLYING OBJECTS 

This is a section on the WWW 
Virtual Library with archived 
papers and essays about UFOs, in 
addition to fine links, 

http; //emie,bgsu.edu/ 
~jeawodn/ufo/ 


UNOFFICIAL CHANNELS: 


WALTER SKINNER 

AND MITCH PILEGGI 
“xeFiles’ fans who want to know 
more about Skinner and Pileggi 
should check this out, 
http://www.gatech.edu/ce/ 
‘dt/Students/Penberthy/X-Files/ 
UnofficialChannels. html 


WAYNE'S UFO PAGE 

No, not our own Wayne 
Cunningham (though maybe tt i, 
you never know, it could be a 
top-secret conspiracy). 
hittp://www-fastlanesnet/ 
homepages/wyoung/wyoung.htm 


‘Thanks again to everyone wo has 
eon forwarding URLS to include In 
‘The Blve Pages: From now on, sut>- 
missions for BP should go to 
blue@thenet-usa.com. 


‘And, ll you Kidz wo aro get- 
‘ting the CD, BP is fully archived there, 
tn hypertext format, 80 you don't 


Best Bi 
Hard Drives 


FUJITSU 


IDE Spindle Speed Warranty 
1080MB = 5400rpm 3yr $215 
Scst 

1080MB = —_5400rpm 3yr $279 
2176MB —-7200rpm 5yr $659 
4350MB = _7200rpm Syr 3959 


~@ 
FUJITSU 
Best selling optical drive made. 230MB, 30ms, 
256K buffer. Reads & writes 128 & 230MB disks. 


External for printer port (1 free disk) $439 
External for PC (includes controller, 1 disk) $479 
External for MAC (1 free disk) $479 


Western Digital $175 
Quantum $195 
Western Digital $195 
Seagate $195 
Quantum $229 
Fujitsu $219 
Seagate $240 
Western Digital $280 
NEC $349 

1624ms Western Digital $379 
POPULAR IDE CONTROLLERS (Save $10 with drive) 
A IGBit $50 
16Bit $65 

32Bit $59 

32Bit $64 

‘32Bit 369 


TAPE DRIvEs 


Tims 
14ms 
Toms 


Tekram DC290S 
Tekram DC280E 
Promise EIDE2300+ 


Prices include 1 free tape! Save $10 with hard drive! 


420MB Conner $145  800MB Conner $189 
800MB Colorado $199 1.3Gig Colorado $269 
1.7Gig Conner $249 3.2Gig Conner $309 
SCSI TAPE DRIVES (bare, no tape) 
2Gig HP DAT 15348 
2Gig Conner €4320RT 
2-4Gig Conner TsMm4000 
2.3-4.6Gig Tandberg 103700 
8Gig Conner C4324RP 
4-8Gig HP C1536A 
4-16Gig Conner C4326NP 
4-16Gig HP C1533 
3.5-7Gig Exabyte 8205XL 


DaT 
aic 

ic 

DAT 

DAT 
DAT 

DAT 
DaT 


Best buy in removable media! Features 13.5ms, 128K 
buffer, hard disk technology, & metal construction. 
Each includes 1 free disk 135MB 270MB 
Internal IDE $189 $349 
External SCSI $229 $429 
External for parallel port —_$Call $489 


3 1/2” hard drive into a removable 


Converts a 
drive. Great for transportability, data interchange, 
or security needs. Extremely high quality construction. 
Metal cartridge and frame, cooling fan, SCSI unit hi 


1D select on the cartridge. Qty discounts available. 
IDE $79 


SCSI$85 — WIDE SCSI $129 


Fujitsu $180 
Quantum $242 
Quantum $299 
Fujitsu $279 
NEC $255 
NEC $379 
Micropolis $719 
Conner $679 
Seagate $739 
Seagate $869 
Quantum $789 
Fujitsu $669 
Quantum $692 
Seagate $989 
Micropolis $979 
Seagate $1259 
Quantum $979 
Fujitsu $959 
Seagate $2129 
9091s 12Ms 5400kpm Micropolis $1999 


POPULAR SCSI CONTROLLERS (Save $10 with drive) 


ISA 16Bit Future Domain 1610 $89 
ISA 16Bit Adaptec 1522 $119 
1SA ‘16Bit_ Tekram DC300B $159 
ISA 16Bit 1542 $249 
VESA —32Bit Adaptec 2842 $240 
Par 32Bit Adaptec 2940 $249 


hitp://www.phoenix.net/-megahaus 
° Current prices 

* Closeout items + Specifications 

* More services on the way. 


The most trusted name in CD recorders. Each kit 
includes everything you need including 2 free 
disks. PC kits includes controller. Model RCD5020 
Complete PC Internal $949 
Complete External for PC or MAC 
CDR-74 media Qty 10/25/50 


$1249 
$7.69/$6.79/$6.59 


PBNokarnichi eee 


CD ROM changers allow you to have up to 7 disks 
online at 1 time. No more disk swapping. Great for 
BBS, schools, networks, etc. Compatible with MAC 


or PC. 
MBRT (2X 380ms $259 
MBR4X = 4X 340ms $429 
IDE (ATAPI) 
Toshiba 4X  190ms —_XM5302B $159 
Teac 6X = 110msCDS6E $259 
8x $359 
190ms — SH254S $169 
220ms — CDRAX $229 
140ms = DRUIZ4X $245 
150ms — CDR6X $349 
Toshiba 6.7X 120ms | XM3701 $369 
Plextor 6X  145ms —_ PX63CS $469 
CD ROM CHANGERS 
Pioneer 4X 6 Disk = 190ms = $509 


CD ROM RECORDERS 
Hewlett Packard 2X Internal with controller $989 
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Pager on 'Roids 


Version two of Sony's PDA (personal digital assistant), the Magic Link, 
Is really what the first one should have been. More than just a pager 
‘on ‘roids, even the first Magic Link could do all those cool things you 
would expect a PDA to do — faxing, e-mailing, planning, organizing, 
and connecting to any desktop computer. But the 

PIC-2000 (snappy name, eh?) adds a backlit screen, a 14.4 modem 
(up from 9,600), a builtin speaker phone, two Type Il PCMCIA slots, 
and a 2 MB RAM standard. 

But what makes it such an interesting toy for gadget freaks is 
that it’s about to get net-savyy. Active Paper of Austin Texas has been 
working feverishly to complete its Presto!Works suite of Internet apps. 
Presto!Mail™ ($50), the company’s first product, allows users to con- 
nect directly to Unix-based Internet mailservers. Active Paper will 
come out with a news reader and a Web browser for the Magic link 
‘some time In 1996. Here's the financial rub — the PIC-1000 is cur- 
rently going for about $375 on the street, and oughtta be around for a 
while. The estimated street price of the PIC-2000 at launch is some- 
where around $775. 

Reach Sony Electronics, inc. by phone (800 571 SONY, ext. 
777), or via the Web (hetp:/iwww.sel.sony.com/SEL/Magic). Active 
Paper can be reached at 512 708 1255. 


Sound Off 


| Be | the goods I a 


e 
ifYou Can Wear It There 
I ‘Hey, Whyido you have that colon on your head? Just add an 
end-parenthesis, and you've got a smile. Even those not very 


th inthe-know recognize “smilies,” or emoticons, when 
"mametiey sco them. The textbased communications structure of 


- iil and chat rooms has spurned an entire vocabulary of 
~~ facial expressions made out of ASCII characters, and now, 
ith netwe@r, you'll be able to wear your smilie on your 
sleeve... or, rather, on your chest... or your head. 
Hats will run you $17 (one size fits all), while the 100 
percent cyber-comfy cotton tshirts cost $16 each (L and XL 
available), Choices include ;-) (happy), +{ (bummer), ;-) 
(winky), :p (upset), :* (kiss), and my favorite, =:0 (insane), 
The only bad thing about netwe@r, as its brochure 
notes, is that all your friends will be looking at you with their 
heads tilted to the left. | wonder if worker's compensation 
covers this. Get a brochure by calling 800 906 9327 or writ- 
ing to netwear@aol.com. Also, check out the Web site at 
http://www.tweb.com/netwear. 


] Beeper with 
a Brain 


Hewlett-Packard has 
announced another 
hand-held organizer to 
Join its family of petite 
PCs, and to top that 
off, Wynd 
Communications has 
released a nifty wire- 
less communications 
‘software app for total connection away from phones. 

WyndMAIL allows the new HP OmniGo 100 organizer ($349) and 
its older siblings — the HP9SLX, LOOLX, and 200LX palmtops — to 
send and receive Internet e-mail, send faxes and voice messages 
(your typed text is translated into a computerized voice), receive print- 
‘ed messages, forward messages to another address, filter mes- 
Sages, AND act as a regular alphanumeric pager. 

To initialize the WyndMAIL service costs $49; there are also 
monthly service charges (which were yet to be determined at press 
time). You'll also have to get a type |] PCMCIA card, such as the All 
Points PC Card from Megahertz. For more information about 
WyndMAIL, call 800 549 6000, or blow over to its Web site at 


heep://www.wynd.netiwynd. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Financial News Alert 


Do you ever find yourself incapable of reaching your com- 
puter speaker volume knob in time to stop annoying your 
coworkers with a RealAudio transmission of War of the 
Worlds? Well, worry no more, Enhance Cable Technology 
is shipping SoundJack Sr. and SoundJack Jr., audio con- 
trollers that link between your computer and speakers 
and put volume control within reach. 
Sounds kinda frivolous, sure. But there are cases 
where internal speakers don't have a tangible 


; volume control — you're forced to go to a 
paws sound control panel or pause your soft- 
$< ware in order to turn down sound. 
_ 


\ ) Soundlack Sr. ($24.95) comes 
with a pair of gray headphones; 
SoundJack Jir. ($29.95) ships with pur- 
ple headphones and ¢ copy of the Club 
Kidsoft CD-ROM, Give ‘em a call at 800 
* ! 747 8757 or 408 232 0200. 


Out on the road a lot and unable to keep 
track of your portfolio? The Septor™ 
Financial Information Service, created by 
Bellevue, WA-based Notable 
Technologies, may be just right for you, 
and its cost is only $29.95 per month 
plus airtime. 

Septor delivers stock quotes, news 
alerts from Reuters, and stock alerts 
using wireless networks. Users can 
select certain ticket symbols and the 
time of day they want to get the informa- 
tion. Septor’s designed for Hewlett- 
Packard’s HP OmniGo 100 hand-held 
organizer. For information, contact Betsy 
Rogers (206 450 9965 or Betsyroger 
@aol.com). 
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Ergonomic Clicking 


Next time you're cruising around an image map, perhaps you should be pointing 
with a Felix, an “alternative” pointing device from Altra. | thought it was a little 
weird, but a couple of my coworkers found its finger-operated slider comfortable 
and slick (it sort of feels like you're playing a teeny air hockey game). 


fel It works with Windows 95 and it's also ergonomically compatible, The 

] “Control Zone,” its one-inch square tracking area, allows you to move the cursor 
if in any direction on the screen by adjusting the “handle” in the area. Since the 
, J cursor never leaves the screen (or doesn't go beyond its boundaries), you never 


have to lift your finger from the handle. Felix has a suggested retail price of 
$119; the company assumes the street price will fall somewhere between $69 
and $79. For more info, call Altra at 307 328 1342 or 800 726 6153. A Web 
site was under construction at press time. 


Sweet Suite 


If you just can’t bear to go on a business trip without your tunes or your CD-based 
apps and games, maybe you should pack along one of Panasonic’s new mobile 
multimedia kits. The KXL-D721 bundle ($599) includes 
Panasonic's KXL-D720 PCMCIA portable CD-ROM 
drive, a battery-powered set of speakers, a 
Sound/SCSI card, and ESS Audio Sound Suite 
software, If you've already got the drive, there's a 
compatible KXL-D20 upgrade kit ($349) full of speak- 
ers, the SCSI card, and the software. Altogether, 
they'll add less than two pounds to your 

luggage — plus they work with that new-fangled Windows 95 
or old-fogey Windows 3.1 (all this and DOS, too). 

The AC- or battery-powered double-speed CD-ROM drive is 
complemented by a 16-bit 44kHz stereo digital sound 
controller and a 24-voice Yamaha FM music synthesizer. The 
audio software lets you record and play sound. It also comes with 
a mixer, audio clip library, and a talking calendar and clock (although | can’t see 
anyone setting up this system on an airplane tray just to listen to what time it is). 
For more info, call Panasonic at 800 742 8086 or 201 348 7000. 

Magical Vortex 


a 
Energy-Charged Crystal 


Having trouble with your PC again? Wave this 
crystal over your computer, chant some religious 
mantras, and Jo and behold! Your computer will 
be repaired, or so we're 
promised. The crystal also 
may be used to ward off com- 
puter viruses when placed on 
top of your 
monitor, 

Although you won't get 
your money ($19.95) back if it doesn't work, the 
crystal does come with sacred instructions from 
“The Wise Ones" and @ mantra, which could help 
Pass the time when your computer's in the shop. 
You can send in your order using a credit card 
via the net (maybe the crystal will help ensure 
the security of your transaction) or the plain, old- 
fashioned way — by mail to Estevez Productions, 


Look Out, QuickTake 


We love our QuickTake 150 from 
Apple. It's easy to use, and cute 
to boot. But what we really want 
is a Casio QV-10 LCD Digital 
Camera, The QV-I0's hi-res color 
active matrix LCD color screen 
lets you see exactly what you're 
going to shoot, then transfer 
images to either your computer 
of video source, such as a TV or 
VER (or even a CasioVideo Printer). 


The QV-10 can hold up to 96 images; you can add or delete from its memory selec- 
tively. This means you don’t have to download all images at one time, or erase them 
all at once, like you do with the QuickTake. 

‘An auto-timer lets you get in on the shots, the close-up option lets you get in 
twice as close, and even though it lists for $799, it seems worth it. Why? The lens 
‘can pivot toward you for easy self-portraits. What more can you ask for? Read more 
about the QV-10 at http://metaverse.com/grammy/casio/CAMERA.html, or find 
‘out more by writing to Casio at 570 Mt. Pleasant Ave. Dover, NJ 07801. 


2675 W. Hwy 89A, Suite #11411, Sedona, AZ 
86336. For more info, check out 
http://www.sedona.neticrystal.html, or send an 
email to arnie@sedona.net. 


Got something cool? 
Email crystal@thenet-usa.com with details. 
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Where Lounge Lizards 
Love to Lounge 


We've set up a groovy new place ®n the Web where we can all hang 
out and chat with one another. Using the eBar helper application, you 
can talk in real-time in the Lava Lounge. With stunning decorations by 
Bruce Heavin, the Lava Lounge will be open Jan. 3, 1996. 
Chat with everybody in the main lounge, or enter one of 
three private lounges to chat witha friend. We'll be in The Net's 
lounge, off the main lounge, fron} time to time. And staffers from our 
sister gaming publications will bein the game room. Check out 
http://www.thenet-usa.com/nestlebar.html for the complete 
lowdown. 
You can join us in the Lava Lounge once you get a helper 
application from our Web site. You'll see configuration instructions at 
the above address. The eBar helper app will launch, and you'll be steetaeteenteceeseeeeeeeeeene 
ready to chat! Use your Web browser to click on one of the lounges Come visit us at 
‘on the Lava Lounge page. You'll feed to enter a user profile and http://www. 
choose an icon to represent yourself. thenet-usa.com 
Our server will remember who you are and which lounge 
you're in. The server sends the Messages to everyone in the room Our St SGks: Rest wien. Weed 


through the Netscape Navigator 
We're looking forward to talking with you!!! bréwser available at 


http://home.netscape.com 
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Funny Stuff From Funny Folks on the Internet 


ontinuing our new tradition 

of offering you a flavor of 

just how wacky some folks 
‘on the Internet are, herewith are 
some recent humorous selections 
culled from the net. Got some 
funny insights of your own? Send 
them to talktous@thenet- 
usa.com, with the word “humor” 
in the subject line. Enjoy. 


Do You Love as 
Good as You Look? 


| 
i Drop Kick Me, Jesus, 


Through the Goalposts 
of Life 


Get Your Biscuits in the 
} Oven and Your Buns in 
} the Bed 


Get Your Tongue Outta My Mouth 
‘Cause I'm Kissing You Goodbye 


Her Body Couldn't Keep You Off 
My Mind 


Her Cheatin’ Heart Made a 
Drunken Fool Out of Me 


Her Teeth Was Stained, But Her 
Heart Was Pure 


Here's A Quarter, Call Someone 
Who Cares 


How Can a Whiskey That's Six 
Years-Old Whup A Man That's 33? 


How Can | Miss You if You Won't 
Go Away? 


How Can You Believe Me When | 
Say | Love You When You Know 
\'ve Been A Liar All My Life? 


| Can't Get Over You, So Why 
Don't You Get Under Me? 


| Changed Her Oil, She Changed 
My Life 


! Don't Know Whether To Come 
Home or Go Crazy 


| Don’t Know Whether To Kill 
Myself of Go Bowling 


Don’t Want Your Body if Your 


A New Use for 
Dead Chickens 


The FAA has a device for 
testing the strength of wind- 
shields on airplanes. They 
point this thing at the wind- 
shield of the aircraft and 
shoot a dead chicken at 
about the speed the air- 
craft normally flies at it. If 
the windshield doesn’t 
break, it's likely to survive a 
real collision with a bird dur- 
ing flight 


Heart's Not in it 


| Fell in a Pile of You and Got Love 
All Over Me 


| Flushed You from the Toilets of 
My Heart 


| Got In at Two With a 10 And 
Woke Up at 10 With a Two 


| Hate Every Bone in Your Body 
Except Mine 


| Just Bought a Car from the Guy 
That Stole My Girl, But the Car 
Don't Run So | Figure We Got an 
Even Deal 


| Keep Forgettin’ | Forgot About 
You 


| Knew I'd Hit Rock Bottom When 
| Woke Up on Top of Ewe 


| Liked You Better Before | Knew 
You So Well 


| May Be Used (But Baby | Ain't 
Used Up) 


| Meant Every Word That He Said 


| Still Miss You, Baby, But My 
Aim’s Gettin’ Better 


| Wish | Were In Dixie Tonight, 
But She's Out Of Town 


| Would Have Wrote You a Letter, 
But | Couldn't Spell Yuck! 


| Wouldn’t Take Her to a Dawg, 
Fight, Cause I’m Afraid She'd Win 


I'd Rather Have a Bottle In Front 
of Me Than a Frontal Lobotomy 


I'll Get Over You as Soon as You 


The British had recently 
built a new locomotive 
that could pull a train 
faster than any before it. They 
were not sure that its wind: 
shield was strong enough, 
so they borrowed the 
testing device from the 
FAA, reset it to approxi- 
mate the maximum 
speed of the locomotive, 
loaded in the dead 
chicken, and fired. The 
bird went through the 
windshield, broke the 


Get Out From Under Him 


V'll Marry You Tomorrow But Let's 
Honeymoon Tonite 


I'm Gettin’ Gray From Being Blue 
I'm Havin’ Daydreams About 
Night Things in the Middle of the 
Afternoon 


I'm Just a Bug on the Windshield 
Of Life 


I'm Not Married But the 
Wife Is 


engin ir, and made a 
major dent in the back wall of 
the engine cab. 
y were quite sur- 

with this result, so 
they asked the FAA to check 
the test to see if everything 
was done correctly, The FAA 
checked everything and sug 
gested that they might want 
to repeat the test using 
thawed chicken. 
— thanks to Tom Geller for for- 
warding this our way and Archie 
McPhee for the chicken usage. 


I'm So Miserable Without You, It’s 
Like Having You Here 


I'm the Only Hell Mama Ever 
Raised 


— Compiled By Bill Atchley 
(atchley@coltrane.gnets.ncsu.edu) 


Top 10 
Anagrams for 
“Netscape 


ommunica 


tions” 


10. Companies can’t consume It 
9. | cannot compute sans mice 
8. Can't access net... I’m on opium 
7. Um, options scam can entice 
6. Net’s uncommon capacities 
5. Connect communities, ASAP 
4. Mosaic IPO, etc., can stun men 
3. Optimum ‘net access: An icon 


2. Connect it up; amass income 
And the number one anagram for “Netscape Communications’ 


1. Mosaic, minus neat concept 


— Copyright (c) 1995 by the author, Mike Morton 


EXPLORING 
THE NET 


COMPANY & 
PRODUCTS 


+ NETSCAPE 


NETSCAPE 
STORE 


NEWS & 


REFERENCE ASSISTANCE 


SERVER GALLERIA + 


the net sex month 


Is the Internet X-rated? 
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The Net's Guide to Safe 
(and Not So Safe) 
Sex on the Net 


Coming in February, just in time for Valentine's Day, we'll take 
you on a jaunt through the underworld of the Internet, to deter- 
mine just how safe the net is for you and your kids to wander 
around in. 


Using our special Net meter, we'll/rate various sites according to 
their “mainstreamishness” factor, their educational merit, their aes- 
thetic/artistic value, their sensuality factor, and the level of nudity (if 
applicable). We'll also question a Variety of important personalities 
and policy makers to determine what they think about the level of 
sex on the net. And, we'll tell you'a true story or two about true love 
that arose from the cyber world. 


To subscribe to The Net: 


via e-mail: 
subscribe@thenet-usa.com 

via phone — in the U.S.: 

800 706 9500, 

via phone — outside the U.S.: 
415 696 1661 


Burarre Sire O° Tue Mowra 


http://klinzhai, echo, com/ ~falcon/geeks/geekhouse. hte! 


anta Cruz, CA has long been 
S known for its world-class surf- 
1) ing in steamer's Lane and its 


aging hippies on sabbatical from 
Dead tours. But it now has a new 


owe GEEK 


baa PHENO 


sort of fame: On its shady shores, 
hordes of computer programmers 
are renting and/or buying houses 
together, So-called Geek Houses 
reflect the unique traits of their 
various inhabitants. (For those who 
may wonder, inhabitants of Geek 
Houses say that the difference 
between a “nerd” and a "geek" is 
‘that the former has no social skills, 
while the latter is more apt to 
socialize via computer.) 

Certainly, Santa Cruz isn’t the 
only city in which Geek Houses are 
flourishing. Virtually any region 
with high-tech companies Is bound 


ments on the Web (http:// 
klinzhai.echo.com/~falcon/ 
geeks/geekhouse.html). After 
visiting many of these spaces, it’s 
become clear to me that when a 


OU 


MENON 


by Wayne Cunningham 


group of geeks gets together, a 
geometric progression of odd. 
behavior unfolds, as they encour- 
age one another to hold nothing 
back. 

The Santa-Cruz-Geek-House- 
on-the-Web phenomenon started 
at Echo Street, a Geek House 
founded in 1991, Its inhabitants had 
ambitions to become the uber~ 
Geek House (or haus, if you want to 
be consistent). Lacking good, 
cheap Internet access (a necessity, 
for geek life) in Santa Cruz, they 
set up an Internet access company 
called scruz-net (http://www. 


@CHO) 


offictal logo. These two examples are from 
‘The Resort and echo street. 


to spawn some. Check out Douglas 
Coupland’s Microserfs, which por~ 
trays Geek Houses that have sprung 
up in Redmond, WA, conveniently 
close to Microsoft's campus. But 
the unique thing about Santa 
Cruz's Geek Houses is their presence 
on the World Wide Web. Any Web 
peruser can find members of Santa 
Cruz's Geek Houses happily parad~ 
ing their twisted home environ- 


RES®RT 


echo street (the house) 


Geek Houses on the Web alll have to have an 


scruz.net). The network gave 
them access to all sorts of fun 
tools, such as a Web server, 
and Echo Street was born as a 
Web site. The business contin- 
ues to grow today, offering 
access not only in Santa Cruz. 
but also in nearby towns such 
as Scotts Valley and San Jose, 
What makes scruz-net unique, 
and what has also contributed 
to the spread of online Geek 
Houses in Santa Cruz, is its 
focus on setting up Internet pres- 
ences, scruz-net has encouraged. 
other Geek Houses to set up servers 
and buy full-time access from 
scruz-net, Unfortunately, the cur- 
Yent Echo Street Web site (htp:!! 
www.echo.com) doesn't have 


too much going on; it’s more like a 


hub for the residents’ homepages. 
Another notable Geek House 
in Santa Cruz is Hyperion (http:// 


www.hyperion.com), which spon 
sors The Lurker’s Guide to Babylon 
Five (http://www.hyperion.com 
Nurk/lurker:html) and The Web Guide to the San 
Francisco Bay Area (http://www. hyperion.com/bal 
sfbay.html). Hyperion has, however, toned down the 
wackiness displayed by most other Geek Houses in the inter 


astof the 30 modeling business it now ans 


The Marshmallow Peanut Circus (http://www. 
circus.com) is a prime example of an actively maintained online 
Geek House. The house network is located on a Pentium running 
Linux (a version of Unix that can be run on a PC), connected to the 
Internet with an internal 28.8 kbs modem and a dedicated SLIP line 
vented from scruz-net. Another computer helps run various server 
applications, Because this network is a site on the Intemet, with its own 
domain name, inhabitants of The Marshmallow Peanut Circus have thelr 
own house accounts, which provides them with e-mail and general 
Internet access. The house Web site has various types of original content 
to offer; some are individual homepages, while others are group projects 
from the house. For example, one resident, Paul Ludwig, has a fairly typi- 
cal homepage: it employs a graphic at the top, then uses linked items to 
describe Ludwig's personal activities. The house pages include various 
wacky things, such as Lewis Carroll's Illustrated Jabberwocky and a Purity 
Test for Non-virgins, 

Another good Geek House is The Resort (http://www.resort.com/ 
index.html). Formed by a couple of Santa Cruz inhabitants who got tired 
of living In small houses, it’s a seven-bedroom, three-bath house with & 
pool and a spa on two acres, While other Geek Houses often fall apart in 
less time than a school term, The luxurious Resort will probably keep its 
inhabitants happy for quite a while. 

Besides online Geek Houses, there's a substantial real-life Geek social 
scene in Santa Cruz. Information about it is, naturally, posted on the Web 
(http://klinzhai.echo.com/~falcon/geeks/). The calendars of Geek 
events in the Santa Cruz area make clear that the Geek network is a society 
as much as a technology, “One of the best things about [the SC Geek 
scene] is that it can be extremely easy to join in and meet an amazing 
number of people ina short period of time," writes local Geek scene 
chronicler Jon Luini, whose social scene page also contains a photo gallery 
of local geeks and a list of geek parties. 


Here are just a few of the Santa Cruz geeks who have put their 
houses on the Web. This lets Web cruisers put faces together 
with content. 


humor 


ALT. NET. HUMOR 


Another Year, Another Bunch of Mistakes 


he one and only New 
Year's resolution I've ever 


di kept was when this guy 


that | worked with and | decided 


NEW 


by Crystal Waters 
that since everyone elye makes 


esolutions to quit smoking on 
New Year's, we would make a 
resolution to begin. (Don’t write 
me and tell me this is stupid; | 
already know.) 

I have no idea if he kept his 
part of the deal (he turned into a 
coke-head and | decided not to 
keep in touch), but unfortunate- 


Just right! 


a eer: 
Too litti Optimur 
aoe Calories Per Day 


_ Too much 


ly, 've kept mine. New Years 
resolutions tum into major psy- 
cho-dramas for me, pro ly 


because New Year's Day is also 


W YEAR 
RESTITUT! 


my Dita, While everyone ese 


is watching football and nursing 
hangovers, I'm musing over how 
far I've come in my life, mistakes 
V've made, things | want to do, 
fitness | want to find, smokes | 
want to quit, resolutions that | 
broke since the year before. 
Another year older, another 
dozen or so resolutions down the 
tubes. 

Not that | want you to fol 
low my example. If anything, 
\'ve determined here to give you 
the best sites to help you keep 
your resolutions, even if | can't 
keep mine, 

| think the most common 
resolutions revolve around our 
body image and health — name- 
im ly, we all want 
to lose weight 
and live happily 
ever after. Then 
there's the triv- 
ial stuff, like 
making more 
money, meeting 
a life-mate, and 
cleaning up the 
hall closet. 

Luckily, the 
top-billing res~ 
olution — quit- 
ting the butts — 
is easily toked 


Celebrating life, quitting smoking, 
and losing weight — do we really 
have time for this? 


96 the net 


along by 
Tobacco BBS News and Resources 
(httpiliwww.dx.com/ 


tobaccol).\t's a virtual plethora 
(cough) Of information on tobacco, its 
effects, controversies, and more. Of course, while 
it's not actually true, everyone knows that if you quit 

smoking, you gain weight. 
| Thankfully, John Walker, one of the 
founders of AutoDesk (if you haven't heard of 
the company, you may not qualify to view 
this), came up with The Hacker's Diet — or, as 
he puts it, "How to lose weight and hair 
through stress and poor nutrition” 
(http:/www.fourmilab.ch/hackdiet/ 
wwwi/hackdiet.html). Perfect. If the diet 
works and you lose your hair (maybe you have 
really heavy hair?), take a stroll over to The Hair 


Club for Men ( http:liwww.hefm.com)), Yes 


' eA 
it really does say, "I'm not only the Hairclub President... 'm also on 
the Intemet.” As you can see by the before and after picture shown 
here, if you join the Hair Club, you not only get a furry hair thingy, 
you get a furry puppy AND a 
Victoria's Secret model to climb _ 
on you. Miraculous. You must * 
keep the same bad wallpaper, though. 

Anyway... 

__ Those looking for love this year may 
want to point arrows at the Scientific 
Formula for Love (http://emf, 
net/~estephen/love.html) — a slightly 
dated but interesting write-up of the 
results of an experiment to see if there's a 
way to get two strangers to fall in love 
with one another. Staring has a lot to do 
with it, so do the hair thing 
first. It works. _ 

Once you get the love fires * 
burning, don’t worry about 
gaining back all the weight you 
lost over candlelit steak din- 
ners. After coffee, share the 
interesting facts found at 
http://www.marshall.edu/~ 
hartwel|!/humor/dieters_ 
guide_weightloss_during_ 
sex.html. You'll burn at least 
23 calories just by reading "The 
Dieter's Guide to Weight Loss 
During Sex" found here. 

Trouble is, though, all of 
those physical activities may 
tempt you into a leisurely smoke. But don't worry. Think of the resolu- 
tions you did keep, if any. And remember: the only thing we can be 
teally sure of doing this year is making more mistakes, 

At the very least, resolve to drop on over to the World Birthday 
Web (http:/)www.boutell.com/birthday.cgi/) and drop me a 
birthday note. = 


A a 


iv Believing 


ji 
x 
BEFORE 
J 


Get some hair and you'll get the girl (and 
the puppy). 


i MAN http://www -cyberqrecve.com/qabe h 


THE CYBER OFFICE. 


MY OWN gusiness! 
Cano WY Gu\DANCE 
TOUNseLow SAD 
aD BE pwekY & 
Ea gunpuateD-) 


VISA PURCHASES, 
CLotHes-& 09.97 

(EVEN T WAVE To Go OUT Sometimes 5 

NEW GuiTaR CASE-$ '%9.82 


COLD ONE STOLEN AT AN 
ESPECIALLY ROWDY GG.) 
BuszNess LUNCH-$ 29,97 
(eK, TT WAS WITH MY FRIEND Steve) 


Some PEOPLE Just 
DonT GET TT, 


MY BAND 
CANY MATOR LABELS 


INTERESTED?) 


ITS In Your WALLET, 
It’s IN You® Life. 


ATs EveRYWHERE You WANT to Be® 


Ovsrusa.cecinne Mtp Mwww. vise .com 


EXPLORE’S SIMPLE-TO-USE FEATURES HELP EVEN THI 
SMALLEST COMPANIES THRIVE ON THE INTERNET. 


EXPLORE puts the Internet within reach of everybody. So what 
would you like to do? Send and receive e-mail? Browse the Web? 
Business research? Read a newsgroup? EXPLORE gives you 

fast, easy access to everything the net has to offer. Simple, 
point-and-click features like Launcher help you instantly access 
Internet applications and information. And with KEYView, you 


@ Easy INSTALLATION 

© Easy INTERNET Access 

© APPLICATION LAUNCHER 

© Mosaic Wes Browser 

© KEYview™ FILE VIEWERS 

@ E-Mait 

© CoNNECTION WizarD DIALER 


can view and print most files you receive—-even spreadsheets 
and graphics—without having the original application. Want to 
make the most of the Internet? EXPLORE. Ask for it where you 


buy software, or call : 
1-800-863-4548, Ext: 191 
e-mail: info@ftp.com 


WWW: hittp:// www.ftp.com For internet Computing, 


@ Usenet News READER 
© GoPHER+ 
@ Ano Muck More 


Software, 100 Briciatone Square, Andover, MA 01810 (508 


FIP Sofware is a rogitered trademark and KE view is trademark of FIP Sofware ne. ber trades 


sradernarka are the property of thei respective holders. 


